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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

Issue 255 - September 2026 

Published after 7pm on the last day of the month 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Sat 31 Oct, the deadline is 7pm on 

that date. Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page of every edition. 

 

Online security awareness session  Fri 2 Oct 

Digital Drop In Fri 2 Oct 

Introduction to sewing Fri 2 Oct 

How to talk about and recognise mental health Sat 3 Oct 

Level 2 food hygiene Sat 3 Oct 

Family Activity Day Sat 3 Oct 

Bingo Sat 3 Oct 

Mobile library van visit Mon 5 Oct 

Orkney digital forum Fri 9 Oct 

Stronsay drama group - Christmas show prep  Tue 13 Oct, Wed 14 Oct, Thu 15 Oct 

Stronsay Spinners Wed 14 Oct 

Loganair winter timetable starts Sun 25 Oct 

OIC Special Collection Week commencing Mon 26 Oct 

Stronsay Stitchers Thu 29 Oct 

Harvest Home Sat 31 Oct 

Bonfire night & quiz Sat 7 Nov 

Christmas Craft Fair Sat 21 Nov 

Christmas tree lighting Sat 28 Nov 

Mobile library van visit Mon 30 Nov 

Hogmanay Dance Thu 31 Dec 

Orkney Ferries - refit timetable starts Sun 3 Jan 

TIMETABLES 
Loganair - OIC Internal Air Services summer (16 February 2026 to 24 October 2026) 

Orkney Ferries - winter timetable (28 September 2026 to 1 May 2027) 

Orkney Ferries - refit timetable (3 January 2027 to 6 March 2027) 

Nordic Sea - winter timetable (28 September 2026 to 31 December 2026) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2026-2027 

STAY UP TO DATE WITH THE SDT! 

 The Stronsay Development Trust’s newsletter for September 2026 is available at 

https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/SDT2026Sept.pdf  

 If you would prefer a printed or emailed copy please phone 616410 or email 

admin@StronsayDevelopmentTrust.com. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/our-services/transport/internal-air-services/
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-2026-27-north-isles
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-2026-27-north-isles-refit-period-sunday-3rd-january-sunday-6th-march
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-2026-27-nordic-sea-foot-passenger-service-to-eday-sanday-stronsay
https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/SDT2026Sept.pdf
mailto:Admin@StronsayDevelopmentTrust.com?subject=SDT%20newsletter
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BINGO! 

SAT 3
rd

 OCT 

 On Saturday (October 3rd) Bingo will be coming back to Stronsay Community Hall. 

This year with a little twist…a couple of novelty games just for fun. Fun for all the family 

with kids rounds too. 

 Doors will open 7pm, ready for eyes down and dabbers up at 7:30pm. 

THANK YOU! 

 Sheena, Sinead, Carrie and Jack would like to say a huge thank you to everyone 

who supported our “mini Macmillan” this year. Due to personal circumstances we 

couldn’t manage the full Macmillan coffee experience! A steady stream of folk to the 

box trailer raised a total of over £800 so far.  

 Thanks to all who came along and bought cakes, beetroot, chutney and vegetables. 

Also those near and far who bought raffle tickets and donated prizes. We couldn’t do it 

without you all.  

 Hopefully normal service will be resumed next year and Anne will be back across 

too. The Final total will be announced in a few weeks so  there’s still time to donate if 

you’d like to. 

 All money goes to our local Macmillan ward in Kirkwall  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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STRONSAY HEALTHY LIVING CENTRE 

 Thursday 1st October sees the start of the OIC HLC Winter Challenge. This is a 

monthly competition between all of the OIC HLC's. The October challenge is a rowing 

event to see which HLC can row the furthest distance. For anyone wishing to take part a 

sheet has been provided for users to record their name and distance rowed each time they 

use the static rower during the month of October.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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A NOTE FROM DAVID ASKEW 

This little snipe flew into the window at Erraid and I used him as reference,  

so he didn’t perish in vain.  

BDWCA - British Decoy & Wildfowl Carvers Association  

“Flushed Snipe” by David Askew 
British Bird Carving Champion 2026 

MORE WINNERS FROM STRONSAY! 

 David Askew and Bill Hodgson entered Stronsay wildlife photos in this year's Ork-

ney Nature Festival photographic competition and got a category winner and a runner up. 

 See https://orkneynaturefestival.co.uk/photography-competition-results-2026. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://orkneynaturefestival.co.uk/photography-competition-results-2026
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COMMUNITY HALL ON FRI 2 OCT AND SAT 3 OCT 

 On Fri 2 Oct and Sat 3 Oct we have some super events being held in the Community 

Hall run by the Community Learning, Development and Employability Team from OIC. 

You will need to book onto the sessions via the QR code on the posters in the next few 

pages, with the exception of the Family Activity Day and Digital Drop In session, for 

which you can just turn up. Please do get involved - it's great to have these events coming 

to us!  

Theresa  

HARVEST HOME - SATURDAY 31st OCTOBER 

Stronsay Agricultural Society hosts its Annual Harvest Home on Sat 31 Oct. 

Dinner and guest speech followed by a dance with the Stronsay Band. Bar will be open. 

 

Doors open at 6:30pm for 7pm start 

 

Meal tickets:  

Adults £10 

Age 15 and under £5 

 

Dance:  

Adults £5. 

Age 15 and under £2 

 

Hope to see you all there 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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ISLAND LINK OFFICE 

The Stronsay Island Link Office, located in the Fish Mart, will be open every Wednesday 

between 10am and noon. 

A range of services are available, including the collection of black bin bags, photocopy-

ing at 10p a copy, collect a form for Stronsay Community Council financial assistance, or 

a form for the scrap car scheme (still open for applications), raise issues or concerns that 

Stronsay Community Council may be able to address and even contact officers at OIC. 

I look forward to seeing you, but if you are not able to call into the office I can be con-

tacted by email at stronsaycc@gmail.com 

Colin McAlpine 

Stronsay Island Link Officer/Clerk  

BLACK BIN BAGS 

 Black bin bags issued by Orkney Islands Council can be collected from the Stronsay 

Island Link Office, located in the Fish Mart. The office is open every Wednesday between 

10am and noon. If you are not able to call into the office, a request for bags can be made 

by email to stronsaycc@gmail.com. 

 Colin McAlpine, Stronsay Island Link Officer/Clerk 

STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Chair:  Damian Stout      Vice Chair: Louise McQuaid 

 

 At the General Meeting of Stronsay Community Council held on Monday 24 August 

2026, the list on the next page details the names and contact details of the Community 

Council office bearers for 2026/27, in addition to details of the other Community Council 

members. 

 The role of a Community Councillor is to ensure that they work for the best interests 

of the whole community and remain representative of, and accountable to, the represented 

community. 

 Members were asked to elect a Chair, Vice Chair, Transport Representative, a Health 

and Care Representative, a Planning Representative, and a Co-opted Representative for 

Stronsay Development Trust. 

 A Clerk is employed by Orkney Islands Council to provide assistance and advice to 

the Community Council in addition to the more obvious administrative role. The Island 

Link Officer role includes the duties undertaken by the Clerk. 

 If there is a Council funded service you would like to see on Stronsay, have any ide-

as on how Council-run services can be improved, or would like to raise a concern or issue 

with the Community Council, then please do not hesitate to contact any of the Communi-

ty Council members.  

 

 Colin McAlpine 

 Island Link Officer/Clerk 

 25 August 2026 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Link%20Officer
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=SCC%20black%20bin%20bags
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 2026 
 AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEMBER DETAILS 

 
 

 
 
 
Ms Maya Bar-Tor Bennicuml, Stronsay, KW17 2AJ 
    e: mayabartor@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Jack Holland Hunton, Stronsay, KW17 2AE 
    t: 07931 981 583 
    e: peediejack@gmail.com  

POST CONTACT DETAILS  

CHAIR 
Mr. Damian Stout 

Linksness, 
Stronsay, 
KW17 2AT 
t: 07544 256 233 
e: damienstout@btinternet.com  

  

VICE CHAIR 
Mrs. Louise McQuaid 

Bayview, 
Stronsay, 
KW17 2AR 
t: 616376 
e: louisemcquaidcc@gmail.com 

  

TRANSPORT REPRESENTATIVE 
Mr. Shane Hourston 

Housebay Cottage 
Stronsay, 
KW17 2AJ 
t: 07593 965 600 
e: s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk 

  

PLANNING REPRESENTATIVE 
Mr. Colin McAlpine 

The Hill, 
Stronsay, 
KW17 2AT 
e: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

  

STRONSAY DEVELOPMENT 
TRUST CO-OPTED REPRESENTA-
TIVE 
Mr. James Seaton 

Thorfin, 
Stronsay, 
KW17 2AS 
t: 07470 111 871 
e: safehandsno_1@hotmail.com 

  

HEALTH AND CARE REPRE-
SENTATIVE 
Mrs. Louise McQuaid 

Bayview, 
Stronsay, 
KW17 2AR 
t: 616376 
e: louisemcquaidcc@gmail.com 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:mayabartor@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Council
mailto:peediejack@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Council
mailto:damienstout@btinternet.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Coundil
mailto:louisemcquaidcc@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Council
mailto:s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Council
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Council
mailto:safehandsno_1@hotmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Council
mailto:louisemcquaidcc@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Council
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STRONSAY KIRK 

Details of services at Stronsay's kirk for the next few weeks are now available on the 
kirk's website https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk/calendar.asp?set=list.  

Contact Kirk Secretary: elsie.dennison@live.co.uk 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

STRONSAY’S FINAL CRAFT FAIR 2026 

Christmas— Saturday 21 November 

STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Chair: Louise McQuaid  Vice Chair: Damian Stout 

 

SCRAP CAR SCHEME 

 
 Stronsay Community Council is pleased to announce the reopening of the Scrap Car 
Scheme for a further five vehicles.  
 The scheme will be administered by the Community Council and will remain open 
until five vehicles have been registered for removal. The vehicle owner will be responsi-
ble for arranging for the vehicle’s disposal. 
 The haulage cost from Stronsay to Kirkwall will be met by Stronsay Community 
Council. 
 If you wish to dispose of a scrap car, please: - 

1. Request a Verification Form from the Island Link Officer – email: 
stronsaycc@gmail.com or by writing to the address below; 

2. Complete the Verification Form and liaise with the haulier for the vehicle’s deliv-
ery to Kirkwall; 

3. The completed Verification Form must be presented to the scrap yard at the time of 
vehicle delivery, along with all necessary documentation, (the vehicle’s V5 docu-
ment) to meet the DVLA and dismantler requirements.  

 Please note that only one vehicle at a time can be registered by the vehicle owner. A 
Verification Form will be required for each separate delivery of a car to the scrap yard.  
Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

Colin McAlpine 
Stronsay Island Link Officer, 

19 May 2026 

GERAMOUNT SURGERY 

Please can we remind patients that all repeat medications are prepared in Kirkwall. 

We ask that you order your medications 7 - 10 days before you are due to run out.  

The website for Geramount surgery is https://orcadespractice.co.uk/stronsay.  

The roster for the island’s GP is regularly updated online at  

https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk/calendar.asp?set=list
mailto:elsie.dennison@live.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Kirk%20website
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com
https://orcadespractice.co.uk/stronsay
https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html
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YOUTH CLUB—COMMUNITY HALL 

Ian Pollard from Rothiesholm school runs the youth club at the community hall: 

Monday's  4.40- - 5.50 Juniors  

Tuesday's  5.00  - 6.30 Seniors  

 This term the young people are engaged in social activities such as pool and air 

hockey, games and craft activities. The first session the Juniors made some amazingly de-

tailed dinosaurs - see photographs below.  

 There is a lifeskills programme, where they are encouraged to make their own sand-

wiches, pizzas and jacket potatoes.  

 Ian Pollard, Senior Youth Worker  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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STRONSAY MEN’S SHED – NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 

 The Stronsay Men’s Shed meets every Saturday at 10.30am in the Mission Hall, 

Lower Whitehall. We’re a small but lively group who enjoy getting together to share a 

cuppa, swap stories, play games, and work on small projects – with plenty of tea, biscuits 

and bacon rolls to keep us going! 

 The Men’s Shed movement began in Australia and is now thriving across Scotland. 

It’s all about creating a welcoming place where men can come together, enjoy compan-

ionship, learn new skills, and support each other. As the Scottish Men’s Sheds Associa-

tion say: 

 “Sheds are for all men – a place to be yourself, to learn, to share, to laugh, and to 

belong.” 

 Stronsay Men’s Shed has its own aims and purpose, shaped by members, with a 

small informal committee to help things run smoothly. We’re not about red tape – we’re 

about friendship, community, and having a space where men of all ages (18+) and back-

grounds can meet. 

 Recent projects have included making a puppet theatre for the school children, 

which was a great success, and we’re now working to improve the Mission Hall with 

plans for a workshop, kitchen and more activity spaces. 

 We welcome donations to help keep things going, but most of all we welcome new 

members. Whether you fancy lending a hand with a project, just want to enjoy some 

company, or have ideas for how the Shed could grow, you’ll be warmly welcomed. 

 So why not pop along one Saturday and see what it’s all about? You’ll find friend-

ship, fun, and a good brew waiting for you! 

 Contact Roger Neville-Smith 07773 889 334 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

https://www.vaorkney.org.uk/directory/stronsay-community-association 

 

 Why not hire the Stronsay Community hall? We have a kitchen and fully li-

censed bar, with two large halls and a small meeting room; perfect for weddings, 

parties, games, meetings and much more! 

• Disco equipment 

• Table tennis 

• Badminton 

• Air hockey  

• Pool Table 

 For more information & bookings contact Anne-Maree Carter email 

annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

 

Rooms for hire from only £2 per hour plus hydro charge.  

Adult supervision (over 18) must be present during hire.  

Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/hallcommittee 

GERAMOUNT SURGERY 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.vaorkney.org.uk/directory/stronsay-community-association
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Hall
https://www.facebook.com/hallcommittee
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Records of a Bygone Age 

Stronsay Lifeboat Station 1952 - 1972 

Part 6: The Longhope Lifeboat Disaster 

 

On 17 March 1969, Orkney faced one of the darkest days in its long maritime his-

tory. While responding to a rescue call, the Longhope Lifeboat TGB capsized in ferocious 

seas, and all eight crewmen were lost. 

 As related below, when contact was lost with the Longhope Lifeboat, the 

Stronsay Lifeboat and crew answered the call to help in the search for her.   

 After a long spell of south-easterly gales, the Liberian cargo ship Irene found 

herself in difficulties in the Pentland Firth and sent out a Mayday. This call was answered 

by the Longhope Lifeboat and crew who set off to try to render assistance. With sea con-

ditions about as bad as it was possible to get, the Longhope boat encountered some moun-

tainous seas and, after sending a message at 2130 that evening, no more was heard from 

her.  

As time passed concern for the TGB grew and the Hon. Secretary of Stronsay Life-

boat Station Captain Ted Clements was contacted and, in consultation with the coxswain 

Jimmy Stout, it was agreed to deploy the Stronsay lifeboat, the John Gellatly Hyndman, 

to help in the search for the missing lifeboat at first light. With the maroons fired to sum-

mon the crew at 6.30 on the morning of the 18th, crew members Archie Reid, Mike Rich-

ards, Sydney Swanney, Allie Norquoy, Peter Rendall and John Harcus joined coxswain 

Jimmy Stout to  offer what help they could.  

 

 
The John Gellatly Hyndman heading out in sea conditions far from those encoun-

tered on 18th March 1969 

 

 Coxswain Jimmy Stout’s son Jimmy Stout junior was one of those down the 

pier that morning offering to come as crew but his father told him he thought he should 

maybe just stay home this time. Jimmy admitted in his own understated way some time 

afterwards that he thought that one person from a household was enough for this call. 

With his knowledge of the sea, he had his doubts for the safety of man and ship on this 

voyage but, as he stated, “If you were needed, how could you not go?”   

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Leaving the harbour they travelled west about Stronsay, then turned south down the 

Stronsay Firth. On coming to Copinsay and the east side of Orkney they encountered 

some horrendous sea conditions, the worst any of the crew had ever encountered. Climb-

ing what was estimated to be 60 feet waves, balancing precariously on the crest for a few 

seconds and then plunging down into the trough at the other side, few of the crew were 

confident of ever seeing their loved ones again. When a message then came through that 

the Longhope lifeboat had been found bottom up and taken in tow by the Thurso lifeboat, 

the John Gellatly Hyndman wasn’t very far away and the crew witnessed the tragic sight 

of the upturned boat under tow, a vision that was to live with them all forever.  

 With the prevailing sea conditions still extremely challenging, Jimmy Stout 

took the decision to continue on right around Orkney rather than again encounter the huge 

seas prevailing on the east side of Orkney. The trip through the Westray Firth and through 

the Fall of Warness was still very uncomfortable but the lifeboat reached her home port 

safely and, after refuelling, was back at her moorings at 2110 after 14 hours of battling 

some truly horrific sea conditions. 

 Jimmy spoke very little of this trip but an interview with him recorded in 1986 

and now held in the Orkney Archives certainly brings a lump to the throat and a tear to 

the eye, particularly to those who knew Jimmy personally and realised how he would 

downplay his own role in anything he did. I think it’s worth noting a little of it here: 

 Jimmy firstly recalled in the interview that he had been listening on the radio  

that night and realised that the Longhope boat had been called out but went to bed with 

no thought of what was to come. 

Then, in the early hours of the morning, Jimmy was wakened by a phone call from 

Captain Clements who reported that contact with the Longhope lifeboat had been lost and 

that the Stronsay lifeboat had been asked to join the search for the missing boat. They 

agreed that the crew should be called out and they should set off just before first light so 

that by the time they lost the relative shelter of Stronsay they would at least be able to see 

the seas ahead of them. 

It had been south east wind for days, with some terrible seas running and Jimmy 

said in the interview “I never expected to come home, to tell you the honest truth….. I did-

n’t think we would come home. We were at Rothiesholm Head as the light was coming in 

and it wouldn’t have been safe to go through that in the dark.”  

Jimmy then asked the interviewer “ Are you frightened on the sea?” to which she 

replied “Definitely” “Well you definitely would have been frightened that day!” he re-

plied. The interviewer then asked “ Were you frightened that day?” to which Jimmy re-

plied “I was…… the only time I’ve ever really been frightened.” …. “ I had a smashing 

crew and we got through it and lived to tell the tale.” 

“The lifeboat authorities said there were 60 ft waves and I wondered if that could 

be true but when I figured it out myself they were definitely that size”… “All my crew are 

still here.” 

“I didn’t take Jim (his son) with me -  I said ‘Jim you had  better no come this 

time’….. just to tell you, I didn’t expect to come home.” 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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The interviewer asked “So you were frightened?” to which Jimmy replied “Oh, 

definitely.” Then “Were the crew frightened? Was there any sign that they were fright-

ened?” to which Jimmy replied “No….. no - I think I was the only one that was fright-

ened!”  

Jimmy then went on to say “Oh she was a smashing sea boat! I would just love to 

have seen a film of some of that when we were off Copinsay. There was one wave that 

broke over us off the Horse of Copinsay and there was absolutely nothing above water -  

we were totally under - it just broke entirely over the top of us…….. but we’re still here!” 

“ I wouldn’t like to have been in that in the dark – I don’t know what would have 

happened – possibly the same as happened the Longhope boat but it was daylight and we 

could see and we got through it, but I was frightened to come back home through it and 

we decided to come home the other side of Orkney.” The first plan was to go to Strom-

ness and wait for conditions to improve but, Jimmy said, “We had plenty of time and we 

were in the shelter so we just plodded away home.” 

  Jimmy Stout and the crew of the Lifeboat who had been out that night later  

received a letter of commendation and appreciation from the RNLI for their help in 

searching for the missing Longhope boat as shown below. 

Coxswain Jimmy Stout’s son Colin recently came across the original letter among 

some of his late father’s papers. 

 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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This bronze figure of a lifeboat man looking out to sea is a fitting memorial to the 

heroic crew of the ‘TGB’ who lost their lives when the Longhope Lifeboat was lost on 17th 

March 1969. Beneath the figure is a plaque with the details of the disaster and the names 

of those who died, while underneath that is a further plaque bearing the inscription: 

“GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN THAN THIS, 

THAT HE LAY DOWN HIS LIFE FOR HIS FELLOW MEN” 

 

 Very soon after the tragedy, and with the community still trying to come to 

terms with what had happened, the widows and families of those who had perished 

voiced their determination that the Station at Longhope should remain and the lifeboat 

service continue. Members of the community were quick to volunteer as crew of a new 

lifeboat and, within a year, a new lifeboat and crew were ready to continue the service of-

fered by the Station since its formation in 1874. 

This tragedy affected the lives of so many in Longhope, in Orkney and beyond and 

it is a tribute to the memory of those who lost their lives that fateful night that those oth-

ers who answered the call to try to help are still remembered there. In the words of John 

Budge, former Longhope Lifeboat mechanic and Operations Manager, “We in Longhope 

remember how the Stronsay men came down to search for our overdue boat without hesi-

tation and had to go all the way round Orkney to return, such was the weather that morn-

ing to the east of Orkney. Thank you for your bravery. You are not forgotten here.” 

On 17th March, 2019 the community of Longhope came together with representa-

tives from Orkney and further afield to mark the 50th anniversary of the disaster. Archie 

Reid, one of only two surviving member of the Stronsay crew of 50 years previously, was 

proud to be able to represent Stronsay Lifeboat Station and attend the commemoration 

and memorial service in Longhope that day. 

Part 6 will be in next month’s Limpet 

Ian Cooper  

September 2026 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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NAMING OF STRONSAY LIFEBOAT  
JOHN GELLATLY HYNDMAN ON 24 AUG 1955 

(Photographs supplied by Tricia Oddie and first appeared on the Stronsay Facebook page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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MOBILE LIBRARY VAN VISITS 2026 

30 November 

For further information go to web page https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2025/12/Mobile-Calendar-2026-Accessible-Version.pdf or 

send an email to library@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 01856 873166.  

STRONSAY STITCHERS 

 

 

 

Thursday 29th October 2026 

7.00pm-9.00-pm, Church Hall, £2.00/person, refreshments available 

 

 We are an informal group who meet once a month to do our own stitchy things. You 

can bring any projects you’re working on such as crochet, needlework, knitting, rug 

hooking etc. Everyone welcome. 

STRONSAY SPINNERS 

Wednesday 14th October 2026 

3:30pm-5:30-pm, Church Hall, £2.00/person, refreshments available 

 

We are still giving this new day/time a trial run to see if it's working for folk. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Mobile-Calendar-2024-A4.pdf
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Mobile-Calendar-2026-Accessible-Version.pdf
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Mobile-Calendar-2026-Accessible-Version.pdf
mailto:library@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20van%20-%20Stronsay


 

Page 29 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 255—September 2026 

SWIMMING POOL - OPENING TIMES 

https://tinyurl.com/stronsaypool 

Charges - Adults £3, Children £1.50, Private Hires £15.  

To book a private hire phone Elsie on 616238. 

Monday Adult lane  6:30-7:10:00 Public session  7:10– 7:50 

Thursday Private hire  6:30-7:10 Public session  7:10-7:50 

Saturday Private hire  2:00-2:40 Public session  2:40-3:20 

SWIMMING POOL—OVERSEERS WANTED! 

 Always looking for reliable overseers for the swimming pool, please! Previous vol-

unteers welcome. Involves taking payment, handing out bands, helping with evacuation 

procedures etc. Contact Mairi Dennison via Facebook messenger or tel 616331. We po-

litely request that parents/guardians whose children use the pool regularly take a turn at 

overseeing, in particular.  

HEALTHY LIVING CENTRE 

https://tinyurl.com/stronsayhlc 

ROYAL LIFE SAVING SOCIETY - LIFEGUARD TRAINING 

 Stronsay folk, this is a plea for anyone who can swim with a moderate fitness level 

to help the pool ! We would like to invite you to become a Royal Life Saving Society 

pool lifeguard. 

 The qualification is a nationally recognised award and anyone over 16 years of age 

can apply! 

 We require at least four candidates to be able to run the course. 

 This is a great opportunity for younger folk to add to their qualifications and makes 

a big difference when applying for university or employment. 

 Anyone interested please contact Andy or Chris at the pool or via Facebook/

Messenger. 

 Thank you 

ORKNEY FERRIES = DRAFT TIMETABLES 

Draft winter 2026-27 ferry timetables are now available online: 

DRAFT Inter Island Ferry Timetables – Winter 2026/27  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/stronsaypool
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/latest-news/inter-island-ferry-timetables-winter-202627/
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

DONNA BLYTH EDUCATION SERVICES 

 BA Hons, MEd, PGCE, SQH, CPT3A, CELTA 

Email: donnablyth@outlook.com Tel: 01857 616242 / 07852 805780 

 

Online tuition in English Language, English Literature, RE, EAL and Literacy for 

learners of all abilities from age 7 – adult including A level, GCSE and SQA National 

Certificates.  

Prices – £25.00 per hour for 1:1 tuition; £45.00 per hour for groups of 2 or more depend-

ing on requirements (max 3) 

11+ Tuition in English, Maths, Verbal Reasoning and Non-verbal Reasoning. £25.00 per 

hour individual students only as lessons are school-specific. 

Tuition in clarinet performance and music theory up to grade 5. £15 per 30min lesson for 

1:1 tuition  

GTCS, DBS and PVG Scheme registered.  

Valid, current Safeguarding and Prevent certification (updated 12.08.25) 

References available. 

All enquiries and services provided are treated in confidence as far as possible and ac-

cording to current KCSIE legislation 2024 

 

***Reviews*** 

 “Just wanted to share that S…. got into Hampton. He is absolutely thrilled and we 

are so pleased that the hard work paid off. Thank you for all your help and sup-

port.” (Parent of 11+ student) 

 “I am really pleased with my RE GCSE result. I got a 7 which is an A overall. Thank 

you so much for all of your help as without it this would have not been possible.” (Y11 

RE student) 

 “L… has to know that she is capable of reaching the target, and I think you play a 

huge role in that because she really enjoys the sessions with you and what you say really 

sticks in her head.” (Parent of Y6 student) 

 “The skills that my daughter has acquired, and the clear and significant increase in 

her confidence and pride in her reading and writing skills, has been worth every pen-

ny.” (Parent of GCSE English Language student) 

 “V… loved his …. sessions and said that he was in awe of how knowledgeable you 

were! Thank you so much.” (Independent tutoring company on behalf of GCSE English 

Literature student) 

 “N… got an 8 in both English Literature and Language and would like to thank you 

for the immense help” (Independent tutoring company on behalf of GCSE English stu-

dent) 

 “Donna is a remarkably warm, kind and empathetic tutor. We have both really en-

joyed every interaction that we have had with her.” (Parent of GCSE student)  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:donnablyth@outlook.com?subject=Education%20Services
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
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See Stronsay Markets on YouTube https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU
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Traditionally hand-crafted in Stronsay—soaps, solid shampoo bars, conditioner bars and 

balms. Hand-spun and hand-dyed yarns from Orkney fleeces, woven throws, wall-

hangings and more. 

Orkney Star Island Soap, Isles View, Stronsay, Orkney, KW17 2AG. 

Tel: 07847 111 506  

 Email: info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Web: http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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SINCLAIR HAULAGE LTD 

Now introducing Skip Bags! 

 Due to difficulties getting skips out to the isles, we are now offering a skip bag ser-

vice. 

 Having a clear out or renovating a property? Simply order and pay for your bag 

(telling us what you’re planning to fill it with), we deliver, you fill it and we take it away 

and dispose of the waste. 

 All shipping and waste disposal costs included in the price.  

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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REDHOUSE PLANTS MARKET GARDEN 

Seasonal vegetables available daily. Bedding, perennial and vegetable plants. 

Local honey in season according to availability. 

Open 09.00-17.00 Mon-Sat. 

Redhouse, Lower Whitehall, Stronsay. Tel: (01857) 616 377 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 
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“NEIL’S ON WHEELS” 

• All mechanical work undertaken. 

• Tyres 

• ECU/ABS/airbag diagnostic testing 

• Welding specialist 

• MOT prep work 

• Home start 

• Towing service 

MOBILE: 07723 304 260 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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OUR LADY’S CHAPEL, PIERHEAD 

OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES 

Our Lady's Chapel on the pier is open for public Masses  

with the permission of the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

Mass times are as follows:- 

Sunday & holidays: 11am. Tuesday: 8.00am. All other days: 11.20am 

STRONSAY ON YOUTUBE 

• Bicycle tour of Stronsay in August 2022 (poor audio quality) 

• 59º North 

• Links House, Stronsay: Finding the Mesolithic in Orkney 

• Stronsay, Orkney 

• The mystery of the Stronsay Monster 

• Orkney—living and working 

• 1930’s stone crushing machine in action on Stronsay 

• Stronsay harbour (taken from inside the harbour) 

• Five reasons to visit Stronsay 

STRONSAY KIRK 

Details of services at Stronsay's kirk for the next four months are now available on the 
kirk's website https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk/calendar.asp?set=list.  

 
Contact Kirk Secretary: 

elsie.dennison@live.co.uk 
 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

HANDY EMAIL ADDRESSES & PHONE NUMBERS: 

Ebenezer Stores stronsaystores@gmail.com  616339 
Olivebank m.williamson1@btconnect.com  616255 
Fishmart café fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com 616401 
Hotel & pub thestronsayhotel@hotmail.com   01856 700152 
Red House plants       616377 

Contact details for all OIC Councillors: 

https://www.orkney.gov.uk/your-council/councillors-and-meetings/councillors 

STRONSAY CHESS CLUB 

Meets from 12 to 2pm every Friday in the Fishmart Café 

Chess sets provided 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/KOv6jBTgPTQ
https://www.youtube.com/@59DegreesNorthOrkney
https://youtu.be/JzaDVHnHnIs
https://youtu.be/yAZ5wKppxJY
https://youtu.be/rrVaEL4zfQg
https://youtu.be/ekYtsSubUJ4
https://youtu.be/rOKGUKe-g-4
https://youtu.be/ZCpm4aqKOxQ
https://youtu.be/uaNczikC_vw
https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk/calendar.asp?set=list
mailto:elsie.dennison@live.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Kirk%20website
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaystores@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:m.williamson1@btconnect.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:thestronsayhotel@hotmail.com
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/your-council/councillors-and-meetings/councillors
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

Post Office opening times . .  Monday – Saturday 8.30am - 5.00pm Sunday - closed 
Post collection times  . . . . . .  Ebenezer post box 7.30am Monday - Saturday 
Bank (RBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . (when advised) Thursday 9.30am - 3.00pm (Lunch 12.00pm - 1.00pm) 
Community Council . . . . . . . stronsaycc@gmail.com 
OIC special collection . . . . . Week commencing 26 Oct 2026, 30 Nov 2026 and 8 Feb 2027  
Stronsay Island Link Office . Wednesday 10.00am - 12.00pm stronsaycc@gmail.com 
Kirk Sunday Service . . . . . . Every Sunday 11.00am https://tinyurl.com/strkirk 
Our Lady’s Chapel pier head . Mass: Sunday & holidays 11am, Tuesday 8am, other days 11.20am 
Mobile library van next visit .  Monday 30th November 
Weekly rubbish collection . . Thursday – bags to be out by 8.00am but NOT the night before 
Recycling skips nearly full? . Inform OIC by email to recycling@orkney.gov.uk 
Stronsay’s Facebook page . . https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488 
Geramount Surgery . . . . . . . https://orcadespractice.co.uk/stronsay 
Limpet Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or Claremont KW17 2AR 
SDT Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . office@stronsaydevelopmenttrust.com or Unit 1,Woods Yard KW17 2AR 
 

Emergency? POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE, COASTGUARD – phone 999 
 

MEDICAL EMERGENCY OUT OF HOURS? 
Phone the BALFOUR HOSPITAL on 01856 888000 who will contact the island doctor on duty.  

 

 

Police (non-urgent) 101 Water Problems (24/7) 0800 778 778 
Electricity: 
General enquiries 
Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm) 

  Geramount  Doctors Surgery 01857 616321 

0800 048 3516 Problems 
Power cut 

0800 300 999 
105 

Dentists:   Vets:   

Daisybank Clinic 01856 870 547 Flett and Carmichael 01856 872 859 

Community Dental Service 01856 888 258 Northvet 01856 873 403 

Orkney Dental 01856 872 030 Orkney Library and Archive 01856 873 166 

The following Stronsay numbers usually begin with 01857 

Airy Fairy 616231 Neil's On Wheels 07723 304 260 

Bank (RBS) 616262 Olivebank 616255 

Bayview Transport – Taxi, 
School, Mechanic 

616376 
07508 884 024 

Orkney Island Council  01856 873535  

Castle Hill Construction 616469 
07741 778 750 

Red House Plants  616377  

Community Bus (SDT) 07398 627 742 Scottish Fuels 01856 873 105 

Ebenezer Oil Heating 
  

616207 
07500 682 867 

Silver Darlings  616412  

Ebenezer Stores 616339 Sinclair Haulage 600404 

Fishmart Cafe 07598 439 058 Star Island Soap 07847 111 506 

Golgotha Monastery 
contact@the-sons.org 

616210  Stranded Seals and Marine 
Life 

07721 073 868 
01856 831 463 
01825 765 546 

Hall bookings 
annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

616263 Stronsay Band 616345 

Highland fuels 01856 873766 Stronsay Development Trust 616410 

Island Link Office/Officer 616446/616475 Stronsay Hotel and Pub 01856 700 152 

Kirk Secretary 616238 Stronsay Junior High School 616246 

Limpet Editor 616297 Stronsay Markets and      
Stronsay Photographic 

616228  

Marion Miller Jewellery 07919 550 943 Stronsay Swimming Private 
Hire 

616238 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/strkirk
mailto:recycling@orkney.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488
https://orcadespractice.co.uk/stronsay
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:office@stronsaydevelopmenttrust.com
mailto:Contact@the-sons.org
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com

