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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 246 - December 2025 

Published after 7pm on the last day of the month 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Sat 31 Jan 2026, the deadline is 7pm 

on that date. Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page of every edition. 

 

Santa’s float Sat 20 Dec 

Waste collection (NOTE revised date) Wed 24 Dec 

11:30pm carol service in the kirk Wed 24 Dec 

Waste collection (NOTE revised date) Wed 31 Dec 

Hogmanay Dance Wed 31 Dec 

Orkney Ferries refit timetable starts Sun 4 Jan 2026 

Mobile library van visit Mon 16 Feb 2026 

TIMETABLES 
Loganair - interisland timetable 26 October to 15 February 2026 

Orkney Ferries—refit timetable 2026 4 Jan to 7 Mar 2026 

Orkney Ferries - winter timetable 29 September 2025 to 2 May 2026 

OIC - school holidays 2025-2026 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2025/2026 

GP & COMMUNITY NURSE ROSTER 

The rosters for the island’s GP & community nurse are regularly updated online at 

https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html 

ORKNEY FERRIES = DRAFT TIMETABLES 

Draft winter 2026-27 ferry timetables are now available online: 

DRAFT Inter Island Ferry Timetables – Winter 2026/27  

STRONSAY STITCHERS 

None planned for January but watch the Stronsay Facebook page in case of any changes.  

y way!  
COFFEE AT CLEAT 2025 - FINAL RESULT £1,570.39 

At long last the final total for MacMillan Coffee at Cleat this year is £1,569.39 

Many thanks to everyone who supported us in any way! 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
https://www.loganair.co.uk/media/pjsd3zwg/winter-2025-26-timetable.pdf
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-2025-26-refit-timetable-eday-sanday-stronsay-westray-papa-westray
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-2025-26-outer-north-isles
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/media/wiqlfslv/school-calendar-2025-2026.pdf
https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/latest-news/inter-island-ferry-timetables-winter-202627/
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OPENING/CLOSING DATES FOR  

CHRISTMAS AND HOGMANAY 

 Surgery Hotel Olivebank 
Ebenezer  

& Post Office 

Fishmart 

cafe 

Sun 21 Dec Closed Normal Closed ? 10-2:30 

Mon 22 Dec Normal 5-10:30 9-5 ? 8-2:30 

Tue 23 Dec Normal 5-10:30 9-5 ? Closed 

Wed 24 Dec Normal 5-12 9-5 ? Closed 

Thu 25 Dec Closed 12-5 Closed ? Closed 

Fri 26 Dec Closed 12-12 Closed ? Closed 

Sat 27 Dec Closed 5-12 10-1 ? 10-2 

Sun 28 Dec Closed 12-10:30 Closed ? 10-2 

Mon 29 Dec Normal 5-10:30 9-5 ? 10-7 

Tue 30 Dec Normal 5-10:30 9-5 ? 10-5 

Wed 31 Dec Normal 5-10:30 9-5 ? Closed 

Thu 1 Jan Closed 12-10:30 Closed ? Closed 

Fri 2 Jan Closed 5-12 Closed ? 4-7 

Sat 3 Jan Closed 5-12 11-1 ? 8-6 

OIC WASTE COLLECTION - REVISED DATES 

 Waste collection over the Xmas/Hogmanay period will be on Wed 24 Dec 2025 and 

Wed 31 Dec 2025 instead of Thu 25 Dec 2025 and Thu 1 Jan 2026. 

NO FERRY THU/FRI 25/26 DEC AND THU/FRI 1/2 JAN 

REFIT TIMETABLE STARTS SUN 4 JAN 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-2025-26-refit-timetable-eday-sanday-stronsay-westray-papa-westray


 

Page 3 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 246 - December 2025 (REVISED 21 DEC) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 4 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 246 - December 2025 (REVISED 21 DEC) 

Real Life Story: Courtney Peace (McCheyne-Robb) - Project Manager 

 For Courtney, joining NHS Orkney was about coming home. Originally from 

Stronsay, she had spent 10 years living in Grampian before deciding to return to Orkney. 

“I’d been working remotely for NHS Grampian from Orkney for two years, but I wanted 

to work for NHS Orkney because I’m invested in what happens here. The work feels 

more meaningful when you can see the positive impact on your own community.” 

 Courtney joined NHS Orkney in June as a Clinical Governance Support Officer, 

stepping into a role that gave her new experiences and insights into a different side of the 

NHS. “I was involved in things I’d never done before and worked alongside a fantastic 

team.” 

 Recently, she moved into her current role as Project Manager within the Improve-

ment Hub team. “It’s an exciting change, and I’m looking forward to getting settled in 

and contributing to projects that improve care for everyone.” 

 Living in Orkney has been just as rewarding as working here: “I love the close-knit 

nature and sense of community. It’s easy to form deep friendships, and there’s a shared 

culture that makes it easy to connect with people. Plus, the island environment creates a 

healthy work-life balance - nature is right on your doorstep.” 

 Courtney also enjoys learning about Orkney’s history and heritage: “It’s fascinating 

and always useful knowledge to have.” 

 Her proudest moment? “Joining NHS Orkney. I finally felt right at home.” 

 

 Discover more about careers with NHS Orkney and explore our opportuni-

ties: https://www.ohb.scot.nhs.uk/working-for-us/  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.ohb.scot.nhs.uk/working-for-us/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwY1BVclBDTHRUNWZvSk5NMHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7ljuroQnJLqolAnTam0_AvPUI6dGPqC6BEx3K2IiVx5H8ZAA5H_W2bt78NnQ_aem_3XamoPL335FWpExL94kSYA
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GREETINGS 

The  Limpet’s editor sends greetings to all readers and contributors, wishing them all a 

very happy Xmas and a peaceful New Year. 

 

A big “thank you” to the posties & Post Office for delivering parcels & post; to the man-

agement & staff at Olivebank & Ebenezer for delivering groceries; to all involved in de-

livering courier items; and to all at Geramount surgery for your support over the last 12 

months. This year I will be making donations to the St Martin-in-the-Fields Christmas ap-

peal in lieu of greetings cards. 

Bruce Fletcher (Claremont) 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year to all our friends on Stronsay and all our friends 

away. All the Best for 2026. Love and Best wishes from Jeannie, Gavin & Rebecca xxx 

 

As I am now away until early January, I want to wish all my friends and foot clients a 

very happy Christmas and best wishes for 2026. I won’t be sending cards this year so 

sending my good wishes via the Limpet instead. I’m equally happy not to receive cards 

too so it doesn’t fill up my post box for the kind folk that are checking that for me. 

Thank you, Shirley x 

 

Simone and David would like to wish everyone in Stronsay a good festive season and the 

best for 2026.  

 

A big thank you from Simone to all you lovely customers who have supported Star Island 

Soap & Textiles throughout this year.  

 

David and Ruth send our best wishes for a happy Christmas and New Year.  

 

Flora & Butch wish their friends & neighbours in Stronsay “a happy Christmas & a pros-

perous New Year” 

 

The Stronsay Development Trust wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

year. 

 

Sorry I haven’t had time to send Christmas cards to many folk this year due to only just 

coming back from a holiday. The hopes and wishes are just the same, for all Stronsay 

folk, a very happy Xmas and all the best for 2026. 

Dianne 

 

We would like to wish my dear Mum and Dad, David and Ellie Harrison at Newfield a 

lovely Christmas. We may be miles away but thinking of you both.  

All our love and best wishes all the way from Blackpool, 

Amy, Peter, Freddie and Fezel xxxx 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Gaan Nort 
By Tom Rendall 
 
This is a new book just out and is the end result of the project on the oral history of the 
North Isles. 
A number of Stronsay folk participated in this project and extracts from all their inter-
views are included in the book. 
Priced at £12 this would make a great Christmas present, or buy one for ourself! 
There are still a few copies available locally – message me on Facebook, email me at 
ian.cooper56@gmail.com, phone 01857 616322 or call along Steenysheed for a copy. 
(Before 21st December or after 7th January please) 

 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:ian.cooper56@gmail.com
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Chair: Louise McQuaid  Vice Chair: Damian Stout 

 

SCRAP CAR SCHEME 

 

Stronsay Community Council is pleased to announce the reopening of the Scrap Car 

Scheme for a further five vehicles.  

 

The scheme will be administered by the Community Council and will remain open until 

five vehicles have been registered for removal. The vehicle owner will be responsible for 

arranging for the vehicle’s disposal. 

 

The haulage cost from Stronsay to Kirkwall will be met by Stronsay Community Coun-

cil. 

 

If you wish to dispose of a scrap car please:- 

 

Request a Verification Form from the Island Link Officer – tel: 616446 email: 

stronsaycc@gmail.com or by writing to the address below; 

 

Complete the Verification Form and liaise with the haulier for the vehicle’s delivery 

to Kirkwall; 

 

The completed Verification Form must be presented to the scrap yard at the time of 

vehicle delivery, along with all necessary documentation, (the vehicle’s V5 docu-

ment) to meet the DVLA and dismantler requirements.  

 

A Verification Form will be required for each separate delivery of a car 

 to the scrap yard.  

 

Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

 

Colin McAlpine 

Stronsay Island Link Officer, 

Tel: 616446 

Email: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 

27 October 2025 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Scrap%20Car%20Scheme
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Scrap%20Car%20Scheme
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

As from 27 October 2025, the following have been confirmed as members of Stronsay 

Community Council: - 

 

Maya BAR-TOR   Bennicuml, Stronsay, KW17 2AJ 

      email; mayabartor@gmail.com 

 

Shane HOURSTON  Housebay Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AJ 

      tel: 07593965600  

      email: s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Louise McQUAID   Bayview, Stronsay, KW17 2AR  

Chair     tel: 616376 

      email: louisemcquaidcc@gmail.com 

 

James SEATON   Thorfinn, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

      tel: 07470111871 

      email: safehandsno_1@hotmail.com 

 

Damian STOUT   Linksness, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Vice Chair    tel: 616258 

      email: damienstout@btinternet.com 

 

The role of a Community Councillor is to ensure that they work for the best interests of 

the whole community and remain representative of, and accountable to, the represented 

community. 

 

If you have a community related issue that you wish to bring to the attention of the Com-

munity Council, please contact any of the above members, or the Clerk, tel: 616446 

email: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 

  

Colin McAlpine 

Island Link Officer/Clerk 

27 October 2025 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

On the back page of every edition of the Limpet there is a list of useful telephone num-

bers including the emergency numbers for reporting problems with water or electricity. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:mayabartor@gmail.com
mailto:s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:louisemcquaidcc@gmail.com?subject=Community%20Council
mailto:safehandsno_1@hotmail.com?subject=Community%20Council
mailto:damienstout@btinternet.com?subject=Community%20Council
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Community%20Council
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 There are currently two vacancies on Stronsay Community Council. Any individual 

aged 16 and over may stand for election for the Community Council representing their 

home address, providing they are on the Electoral Register. 

 This is a great opportunity to make a difference to the community you live and work 

in, to help distribute Council funding locally, and to shape the way that Council services 

are provided. 

 To discuss further, please contact the Democratic Services Team, Orkney Islands 

Council on 01856 873535 extension 2264 or email communitycouncils@orkney.gov.uk  

 A public meeting will be held to fill the vacancy at a date to be confirmed. 

STAY UP TO DATE 

WITH THE STRONSAY DEVELOPMENT TRUST! 

 The Stronsay Development Trust now produces a monthly newsletter to keep eve-

ryone informed about our projects, events, and community news. 

 A copy of the newsletter will be sent out from The Limpet at the end of each month. 

You can also download a copy from the Stronsay Development Trust Padlet page 

(search Padlet Stronsay Development Trust or follow the link at the top of our Facebook 

page). 

 If you’d prefer a printed or emailed copy, please contact the office on 01857 

616410 or email Stephanie@StronsayDevelopmentTrust.com. 

STRONSAY AND THE GREAT SCOTTISH TAPESTRY 

 The Great Scottish Tapestry spent two weeks on Stronsay in 2013. At the time the 

Stronsay Stitchers described the event in an article in the Stronsay Limpet. To read the 

article and see the many accompanying photographs of local folk putting in a few stitches 

go to page 6 of the March 2013 edition of the Limpet: 

https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/ISSUE93Mar2013.pdf.  

ROAD SAFETY ON STRONSAY! 

 As the daylight hours shorten would pedestrians please avoid wearing dark clothing 

and opt for high visibility or brightly coloured clothing And, regardless of the time of day, 

would drivers please go slow & wide when passing pedestrians because the verges are not 

suitable to be stood upon as they have been dug up for fibre and/or trampled by livestock.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:communitycouncils@orkney.gov.uk
mailto:Stephanie@StronsayDevelopmentTrust.com?subject=Limpet
https://www.greattapestryofscotland.com
https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/ISSUE93Mar2013.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExMVcxNlR5MWhMaWY1dzltVnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6cFaTI0n7FTExSDfaEY-GYLvb94-8Jr1Ql-WExqWA6uLQamNS7F3t-B5garA_aem_MHf0d5jSn9CWbhp2tCQaZQ
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

https://www.vaorkney.org.uk/directory/stronsay-community-association 

 

 Why not hire the Stronsay Community hall? We have a kitchen and fully licensed 

bar, with two large halls and a small meeting room; perfect for weddings, parties, games, 

meetings and much more! 

• Disco equipment 

• Table tennis 

• Badminton 

• Air hockey  

• Pool Table 

 For more information & bookings contact Anne-Maree Carter 

email 

annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

 

Rooms for hire from only £2 per hour plus hydro charge.  

Adult supervision (over 18) must be present during hire.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.vaorkney.org.uk/directory/stronsay-community-association
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Hall
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STRONSAY MEN’S SHED – NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 

 The Stronsay Men’s Shed meets every Saturday at 10.30am in the Mission Hall, 

Lower Whitehall. We’re a small but lively group who enjoy getting together to share a 

cuppa, swap stories, play games, and work on small projects – with plenty of tea, biscuits 

and bacon rolls to keep us going! 

 The Men’s Shed movement began in Australia and is now thriving across Scotland. 

It’s all about creating a welcoming place where men can come together, enjoy compan-

ionship, learn new skills, and support each other. As the Scottish Men’s Sheds Associa-

tion say: 

 “Sheds are for all men – a place to be yourself, to learn, to share, to laugh, and to 

belong.” 

 Stronsay Men’s Shed has its own aims and purpose, shaped by members, with a 

small informal committee to help things run smoothly. We’re not about red tape – we’re 

about friendship, community, and having a space where men of all ages (18+) and back-

grounds can meet. 

 Recent projects have included making a puppet theatre for the school children, 

which was a great success, and we’re now working to improve the Mission Hall with 

plans for a workshop, kitchen and more activity spaces. 

 We welcome donations to help keep things going, but most of all we welcome new 

members. Whether you fancy lending a hand with a project, just want to enjoy some 

company, or have ideas for how the Shed could grow, you’ll be warmly welcomed. 

 So why not pop along one Saturday and see what it’s all about? You’ll find friend-

ship, fun, and a good brew waiting for you! 

 Contact  Roger Neville-Smith 07773 889 334 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680
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Records of a Bygone Age 

Stronsay’s Side Schools 

Part 7 – A school in the North 

 

Although the South School was the longest lasting and busiest of Stronsay’s side 

schools, the other schools in the North End, Rothiesholm and, to a lesser extent, Papa 

Stronsay also played a significant part in local education for many years.   

I've always had an active interest in the  North School and Schoolhouse as it was 

bought by my uncle and aunt Dave and Nan Fotheringhame after it was closed as a 

school. When they moved away my parents bought it for use as a farm cottage, also mak-

ing use of the old school building as an implement shed and general store. 

To better understand its history and original purpose we need to go back to the in-

troduction of the 1872 Education (Scotland) Act which enshrined in law compulsory edu-

cation for every child in Scotland between the ages of 5 and 13. This Act stated that 

“There shall be provided for every parish and burgh a sufficient amount of accommoda-

tion in public schools available for all persons resident in such parish and burgh for 

whose education efficient and suitable provision is not otherwise made…” and was the 

catalyst for a huge leap in the provision of education in Stronsay. 

This Act was to be overseen by the Scotch Education department in London and a 

vital component of its implementation was the formation of elected School Boards in eve-

ry burgh and parish, Boards who were charged to “ maintain and keep efficient every 

school under their management, and shall from time to time provide such additional 

school accommodation as they shall judge necessary.” 

With the Act gaining Royal Assent in August 1872, the formation of around 1,000 

School Boards in Scotland moved rapidly forward and, with Stronsay and Eday linked 

together to form a joint School Board, elections were soon held there. 

Those successful in the first election were Colonel David Balfour of Balfour, Rev 

Joseph Caskey of Stronsay, Rev James Ingram of Eday, Mr Adam Horne of Eday and Mr 

Thomas Scott of Stronsay and they moved to their first meeting on 25th March 1873. 

At this meeting, noting that “in performing their duties under this Act, it shall be 

lawful for any school board to acquire by purchase or otherwise sites for schools, teach-

ers houses and gardens, and to enter into contracts for the erection of schools and teach-

ers houses thereon…”  it was resolved to proceed immediately with the erection of two 

Female Infant Schools, complete with schoolhouses, one in the north end of the island 

and one in the south. There were about 10 school age children in the area of the Rothiesh-

olm peninsula and, as these scholars would be some distance from the existing school in 

the centre of the island and either of the proposed new schools it was agreed to corre-

spond with the Education Department as to how these children could best be educated.  

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 18 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 246 - December 2025 (REVISED 21 DEC) 

By the end of October 1873 grant applications for funding the new schools had 

been submitted to the Scotch Education Department and had been agreed by them. Sites 

for the new schools had also been agreed, the 'South' school at the junction of the House-

bay and Everby roads and the 'North' school at the junction of the Whitehall road with the 

main road near Clestrain. Both sites were owned by Colonel Balfour and I’ve been able to 

have a look at the original title deed for the land at the North School, written in beautiful 

copperplate script but with no punctuation whatsoever which does make it a little difficult 

to read. It begins: 

“I David Balfour of Balfour and  Trenabie Heritable Proprietor of the subjects 

hereinafter disponed in consideration of the Feu Duty hereinafter stipulated to be paid to 

me do hereby under authority of an Act passed in the Fifth year of the reign of Her Maj-

esty Queen Victoria entitled “An Act to afford further facilities for the conveyance and 

endowment of sites for schools” The Education (Scotland)act 1872 And all other Acts 

powers and authorities enabling me herein Sell alienate and in feu-farm dispone from me 

my heirs and successors to and in favour of the School Board of the Parishes of Stronsay 

and Eday in Trust for the purposes of the said Acts and to be applied as a site for a Public 

School within the meaning of the said Education (Scotland) Act 1872 in the Parish of 

Stronsay for a playground for the Scholars and for a residence for the Teacher or Teach-

ers in the said school and for no other purpose whatever” 

 

 
The beautifully written first page of the  original feu agreement 

between Colonel Balfour and the School Board 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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It then goes on to give the area and location of the site and, with no GPS available, 

describes the site at the North School as “bounded on the South by the public road lead-

ing from Clestrain to the Pier at Whitehall Stronsay and on the North and West by lands 

belonging to me the said David Balfour” Interestingly, in what must have been an early 

‘cut and paste’ type error, the document states that the site is bounded “on the East by the 

public road leading from the North end of Stronsay to and forming a Junction with the 

Public Road leading from Housebay to Odiness and Kirbuster”,  with this description un-

doubtedly referring to the feu grantd for the South School, not the North! 

The date of entry was given as Martinmas 1874, with the feu duty for the site, set at 

ten shillings and sixpence (52½p), to be paid to David Balfour or his heirs and successors 

at Martinmas 1875 and annually thereafter. Martinmas, one of the 4 Scottish quarter days 

or ‘term days’ fell on November 11th (later 28th November) and was the date on which 

most farm and property lets and employment contracts began and ended. The deed, dated 

6th October 1875, was signed by David Balfour and witnessed by his factor Marcus Cal-

der and his butler Alexander Robertson but it was March the following year before the 

deed was finally registered in Edinburgh. 

Tenders for building both North and South Schools and attached Schoolhouses 

were submitted in April 1875, with the South School tender being accepted and moving 

rapidly ahead, opening its doors in October 1876. The tender for the North School, how-

ever, failed to find favour with the School Board and was put on hold. The project was 

again put out to tender in October 1876 but this time attracted no interest. It was adver-

tised once again in March 1877, this time attracting a tender for £641 from Robert Fea of 

Kirkwall and one for £545 from James Chalmers from Sandybank. This lower tender 

found favour with the School Board, with the caveat that he should be bound and obliged 

to have the works completed by 31st December that year. The construction of this new 

school also attracted grant funding of £492 from the Scotch Education Board. 

Sadly there is no record of another Board meeting until October 1878 by which 

time the North School was in full use, with certificated teacher Mrs Margaret Tolmie in 

post from September 1878, staying in the Schoolhouse with her two daughters, and re-

ceiving a salary of £40 which was increased to £45 eighteen months later. Although the 

contractor was bound to have the school finished by the last day of 1877 it seems fairly 

certain that it would have first opened its doors, with Mrs Tolmie in charge, in September 

1878. 

At this same meeting it was resolved that, as there was now sufficient school ac-

commodation for all pupils on the island, the ‘compulsory’ clause of the 1872 act could 

finally be brought into operation on the island, this clause legally obliging every parent or 

guardian to send their child to school from the age of 5 until the age of 13. 

There is no indication of how many pupils were enrolled when the school first 

opened but a school report in the Orkney and Shetland Telegraph of 9th September 1884 

lists an average attendance of 32 so, as it states that attendance was extremely irregular, it 

would be safe to assume the number actually on the roll would have been quite a bit high-

er than this. The school had also qualified for a grant from the Scotch Education Depart-

ment, this discretionary grant being based on performance and attendance levels. 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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The awarding of this grant wasn’t guaranteed and, as reported in the Orkney Herald 

of 4th September 1889, was in danger of being withheld if it was felt a school was per-

forming very poorly. 

 
 

By February 1891 the roll had increased to 46, rising to 56 a year later, this out of a 

total roll for all the Stronsay schools of 207. By 1897 the roll at the North School had 

fallen to 34, with a further fall in numbers to 24 by 1904.  

The North School catered for all the children north of that school and also a num-

ber of the children from Whitehall Village and Papa Stronsay, although some of those 

preferred to attended the Central School which was only a little further away from the vil-

lage.  

In 1896 the joint School Board for Eday and Stronsay was disbanded, with each 

island now being granted their own Board. One of this new Board’s first tasks in Decem-

ber of that year was to deal with a request submitted to the Board for the use of the North 

School for ‘a social meeting’ around the New Year. This was unanimously granted on the 

condition that no spirituous liquors should be used and that any damage would be the re-

sponsibility of those using the school.  

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Rev Brownlie, who had arrived late at the meeting and missed this item, noted his 

dissent to the decision and intimated that he was going to bring a resolution to the next 

meeting in the following terms: ‘Forasmuch as it has come to the knowledge of members 

of this Board that in the past the schools have occasionally been used by parties for the 

purpose of dancing either with or without the consent of the Board, it is hereby received 

that this Board shall not henceforth grant the use of any school under their control for the 

purpose of dancing, and that the schoolmaster and schoolmistresses be informed of this 

resolution and that they be requested to prevent dancing within the schools as far as lies 

within their power.’ Sadly there is no indication as to whether Rev Brownlie’s resolution 

to ban dancing in school buildings found favour with the rest of the Board. 

The North School was closed for 6 weeks from early December 1896 until mid-

January 1897 due to an outbreak of whooping cough but there was better news for the pu-

pils when all were given a day’s holiday on 2nd April 1897 in honour of Rev Joseph Cas-

key’s Golden Jubilee as minister to the Established Church in Stronsay. The pupil’s good 

fortune continued with another day’s holiday granted on 22nd June to celebrate Queen 

Victoria’s Golden Jubilee. 

In 1897, obviously feeling her talents weren’t receiving the financial recognition 

they deserved, Mrs Tolmie submitted a request to the school Board for an increase in her 

salary from £47 to £65 but this was refused. Her salary was increased to £60 in 1901 

though, to bring it in line with that being paid to the teacher at the South School. 

When the school and schoolhouse were built no enclosing wall had been construct-

ed but  this was to be rectified when. in February 1899, tenders were sought for the erec-

tion of a wall around the playground, with the strict specification that it should be 4ft 

(1.2m) high with a cope set in lime mortar. The scarcement was stipulated to be at least 3 

inches (75mm) thick, with the wall width to be 2feet (600mm) at the bottom and 1ft 2 

inches (350mm) at the top, with pillars corresponding in style to the wall and finished 

with cement. The lowest tender received was from Peter Shearer of Schoolbrae, whose 

offer of 4/8d (23p) per fathom was accepted by the School Board.  It was agreed at the 

same time that sufficient lime should be purchased from a cargo of lime due imminently 

to enable the dyke to be pointed with lime, and that the school and schoolhouse should 

also be lime pointed. These weren’t the only improvements authorised by the School 

board around that time as it was also agreed that the kitchen and bedroom of the school-

house should be painted and a new set of wall maps and a set of weights and measures for 

the school should also be purchased, along with a new coal scuttle.. 

 

 

(concluded on next page) 
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The North School and Schoolhouse as it is today. This has probably seen little 

 outward change since the wall was built around the property in 1899, other 

 than the addition of the little flat roofed extension. 

 

In February 1905 it was noted that Miss Calder had resigned as teacher at the South 

School and the School Board agreed that Mrs Tolmie, who had been teacher at the North 

School since it opened in 1878, should be appointed in her place at a salary of £70 and a 

new teacher sought for the North School. It seems this didn’t find favour with Mrs 

Tolmie, who preferred to stay in her current post, and the post at the South School was 

advertised soon after, but at a salary of £80. Mrs Tolmie’s salary was increased by £5 the 

following year. 

In February 1908, in what was a great shock for the whole island, Margaret Tolmie, 

who had been sole teacher at the North School since it first opened its doors in September 

1878, died very suddenly at the age of just 61. She had taught more than a generation of 

North End bairns and the HMI reports for her school were usually very good, praising her 

teaching.  

The School Board was quick to pay tribute to Mrs Tolmie, noting that 'Mrs Tolmie's 

name was a household word in this Parish. She had been Mistress of the North Public 

School nearly 30 years, during these years she had been a steady, persevering and faith-

ful teacher of the scholars under her charge. Naturally of a bright and cheerful tempera-

ment she was ever kindly and considerate in her dealings with the children. After many 

years of hard and laborious service the Board would have desired to see her enjoy a peri-

od of leisure which had been honourably earned .'  

  

Part 8 will be in next month’s Limpet. 

Ian Cooper 

December 2025 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

On the back page of every edition of the Limpet there is a list of useful telephone num-

bers including the emergency numbers for reporting problems with water or electricity. 

GERAMOUNT SURGERY 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 25 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 246 - December 2025 (REVISED 21 DEC) 

Analogue to Digital Conversion of the UK Telephony Network by January 2027 

Overview 

By January 2027, all residents and businesses in the UK connected to the Public Switched 

Telephony Network (PSTN) managed by BT Group via Openreach will need to adapt 

their use of landlines. This change marks a significant transition from analogue to digital 

lines, as the existing telephone exchanges, many of which rely on outdated equipment 

from the 1980s, will be decommissioned. 

Key Changes 

• Digital Transition: Users will need to connect their landlines through a router, similar 

to how broadband services are used today. 

• Provider Impact: Not all telephone service providers are affected. Companies like 

SKY and TalkTalk operate their own equipment and may not be part of this transition. 

However, some customers using these services might still be on lines originally from BT, 

so checking with providers is essential. 

Special Services: If you rely on devices like intruder alarms or telecare systems, it’s cru-

cial to consult your device provider to ensure compatibility with the new setup. 

Importance of the Change 

• Router Requirement: If you don't already have a compatible router, one will be pro-

vided by your supplier. The switchover date will be communicated by your telephone 

company, and on that day, traditional sockets will cease to function. 

Potential Service Disruption: Failing to adapt to the new system could result in losing 

access to your telephone service. 

Notification Process 

Individual Timelines: The switchover will occur at different times for different users. 

While the infrastructure has largely been upgraded, notifications will be sent individually 

by each telephony provider, potentially at varying times until the January 2027 deadline. 

What You Can Do Now 

• Device Audit: Evaluate all devices connected to your telephone sockets and verify 

with suppliers if they will function through a router. 

Business Considerations: Businesses should similarly assess their equipment to ensure 

compatibility with the new digital setup. 

Be Cautious 

Beware of potential scams targeting vulnerable individuals. If you receive any communi-

cation requesting payment or claiming urgent action is needed, verify its authenticity by 

contacting your telephone company directly using the number provided on your bill. 

Additional Resources 

For more information about the transition, visit: 

Openreach All-IP Programme 

Ofcom's Guide on Upgrading Landlines to Digital 

This change represents a significant evolution in telephony services, aiming to enhance 

efficiency and reliability across the UK. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.openreach.co.uk/cpportal/products/the-all-ip-programme
https://www.openreach.co.uk/cpportal/products/the-all-ip-programme/services-industry-and-business
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If you see something in the Limpet that is inaccurate or no longer valid  

please drop a line to "The Editor, Claremont KW17 2AR"  

or email editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

ISLAND LINK OFFICE 
 

Commencing Wednesday 19th February 2025 the Stronsay Island Link Office, located in 

the Fish Mart, will be open every Wednesday between 10am and noon. 

 

A range of services are available, including the collection of black bin bags, photocopy-

ing at 10p a copy, collect a form for Stronsay Community Council financial assistance, or 

a form for the scrap car scheme (still open for applications), raise issues or concerns that 

Stronsay Community Council may be able to address and even contact officers at OIC. 

 

I look forward to seeing you, but if you are not able to call into the office I can be tele-

phoned on 616446 or by email to stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 

Colin McAlpine 

Stronsay Island Link Officer/Clerk 

12 February 2025 

VAN AVAILABLE FOR CHARITY WORK 

 The Pomona Prefect logo peedie red van is available for charity work on the island if 

anyone needs a man and a van and wants to help the island reach the target. Saturdays ser-

vice and cost for this is suggested as £10 per hour min donation for half hour units. All to 

the Stronsay Defib fund. No live animals, persons transported or dirty, sloppy stuff car-

ried. Limited load and not a taxi service. This is a temporary thing to raise money and not 

a challenge to any services on the island. Call Mick for all taxi work and Sinclair Haulage 

for freight! 

 Also, if anyone needs their car karcher jet washed and vaccuming and then can do at 

Ellerslie as you pass for a donation to same Defib Fund. Cost is £10 per basic body wash 

and wheels rinsed and boot/inside vacced. Limited to cars. No monster trucks, panel vans, 

lorries or camper vans sorry. 

 This charity service will be hopefully available until there are enough defib ma-

chines in position with the people trained to cover us all 24/7. Availability is limited to 

Saturdays. 

 Any questions and to book give me a call.  

 Nicandro J. Porcelli, Ellerslie. Telephone or text to - 07732 276046 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Limpet-accuracy
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“IMPROVING THE CANCER JOURNEY” (ICJ) SERVICE 

NHS ORKNEY 

 If you or someone you know has been affected by cancer, Improving the Cancer 

Journey is here to help. Improving the Cancer Journey, in partnership with Macmillan, is 

a dedicated service to support anyone affected by cancer with their non-clinical needs. 

This could be the person with the cancer diagnosis, or it could be someone affected by 

that diagnosis, such as family or carers.  

 When someone is diagnosed with cancer, they often describe feeling like they’re in a 

maze. It can be difficult to know what services are out there and where to access them. 

The Improving the Cancer Journey service is here to support with this, and help people to 

access the services that can support with their non-clinical concerns. 

 Non-clinical concerns may include: 

• Supporting someone to access local teams that can help with money or housing 

worries and benefits 

• Addressing caring or work responsibilities 

• Connecting with those that can support with addressing physical concerns 

• Accessing complimentary therapies 

• Helping with emotional concerns, connecting with wellbeing support and ser-

vices 

• Accessing information to answer questions or concerns about cancer and treat-

ment 

 When someone affected by cancer accesses the ICJ service, they will be offered a 

Holistic Needs Assessment, which is a simple check-list style questionnaire that helps to 

understand what means most to the person. The key areas addressed within a Holistic 

Needs Assessment are financial, practical, physical, emotional and spiritual. 

 Based on this assessment and meaningful conversations with an ICJ Link Worker, a 

support plan will be created to ensure the person affected by cancer is offered all the sup-

port they need. 

 Patients can be referred into the service through a self-referral form or via a profes-

sional referral. Both referral forms, alongside further information, can be found on the 

ICJ page of the NHS Orkney website - Improving the Cancer Journey (ICJ) | NHS Ork-

ney.  

 The referral forms can be filled in online and sent to the ICJ email address – 

ork.icj@nhs.scot.  

 If you have any questions or would like to learn more about the ICJ service, please 

don't hesitate to get in touch. We are happy to support in any way we can.  

 Email: ork.icj@nhs.scot  

 Phone: 01856 888084 (Public Health Department)  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.ohb.scot.nhs.uk/improving-cancer-journey-icj
https://www.ohb.scot.nhs.uk/improving-cancer-journey-icj
mailto:ork.icj@nhs.scot
mailto:ork.icj@nhs.scot
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Survey = https://tinyurl.com/R100Evaluation 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/R100Evaluation
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BAYVIEW TRANSPORT LTD 

Summer Timetable effective from Tuesday 22 April 

South 
8:35 Russland 
8:37 Sunnyside 
8:38 Blinkbonny 
8:42 Odiness junction 
8:44 Vat 
 

North 

8:28 Thorfinn 

8:30 Dunera 

8:31 Council Houses 

8:37 Airport 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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SCAA - SCOTTISH CHARITY AIR AMBULANCE 

 Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance responds, on average, to two time-critical emer-

gency call outs every single day. We are a national charity and receive no statutory gov-

ernment funding, so rely 100% on donations from the public to fuel our life-saving flights 

across Scotland. 

SAVE OUR SCREEN MACHINE! 

Without urgent investment, the Screen Machine mobile cinema service will end. 

Please donate to our fundraising campaign to secure its future at: 

www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/save-our-screen-machine 

YouTube video https://youtu.be/fpUuDlnHS-o 

Frequently asked questions  

MOBILE LIBRARY VAN VISITS 2026 

16 Feb, 20 Apr, 15 Jun, 10 Aug, 5 Oct, 30 Nov 

For further information go to web page https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library, 

send an email to library@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 01856 873166.  

SCAA - SCOTTISH CHARITY AIR AMBULANCE 

 Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance responds, on average, to two time-critical emer-

gency call outs every single day. We are a national charity and receive no statutory gov-

ernment funding, so rely 100% on donations from the public to fuel our life-saving flights 

across Scotland. 

SAVE OUR SCREEN MACHINE! 

Without urgent investment, the Screen Machine mobile cinema service will end. 

Please donate to our fundraising campaign to secure its future at: 

www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/save-our-screen-machine 

YouTube video https://youtu.be/fpUuDlnHS-o 

Frequently asked questions  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.scaa.org.uk/donate
https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/regional-screen-scotland-launches-public-fundraising-campaign-to-buy-a-new-screen-machine/
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/save-our-screen-machine
https://youtu.be/fpUuDlnHS-o
https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/save-our-screen-machine-faq/
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Mobile-Calendar-2024-A4.pdf
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library
mailto:library@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20van%20-%20Stronsay
https://www.scaa.org.uk/donate
https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/regional-screen-scotland-launches-public-fundraising-campaign-to-buy-a-new-screen-machine/
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/save-our-screen-machine
https://youtu.be/fpUuDlnHS-o
https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/save-our-screen-machine-faq/
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SWIMMING POOL - OPENING TIMES 

https://tinyurl.com/stronsaypool 

Charges - Adults £3, Children £1.50, Private Hires £15.  

To book a private hire phone Elsie on 616238. 

Monday Adult lane  6:30-7:10:00 Public session  7:10– 7:50 

Thursday Private hire  6:30-7:10 Public session  7:10-7:50 

Saturday Private hire  2:00-2:40 Public session  2:40-3:20 

SWIMMING POOL—OVERSEERS WANTED! 

 Always looking for reliable overseers for the swimming pool, please! Previous vol-

unteers welcome. Involves taking payment, handing out bands, helping with evacuation 

procedures etc. Contact Mairi Dennison via Facebook messenger or tel 616331. We po-

litely request that parents/guardians whose children use the pool regularly take a turn at 

overseeing, in particular.  

HEALTHY LIVING CENTRE 

https://tinyurl.com/stronsayhlc 

ROYAL LIFE SAVING SOCIETY - LIFEGUARD TRAINING 

 Stronsay folk, this is a plea for anyone who can swim with a moderate fitness level 

to help the pool ! We would like to invite you to become a Royal Life Saving Society 

pool lifeguard. 

 The qualification is a nationally recognised award and anyone over 16 years of age 

can apply! 

 We require at least four candidates to be able to run the course. 

 This is a great opportunity for younger folk to add to their qualifications and makes 

a big difference when applying for university or employment. 

 Anyone interested please contact Andy or Chris at the pool or via Facebook/

Messenger. 

 Thank you 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/stronsaypool
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Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 
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SINCLAIR HAULAGE LTD 

Now introducing Skip Bags! 

 Due to difficulties getting skips out to the isles, we are now offering a skip bag ser-

vice. 

 Having a clear out or renovating a property? Simply order and pay for your bag 

(telling us what you’re planning to fill it with), we deliver, you fill it and we take it away 

and dispose of the waste. 

 All shipping and waste disposal costs included in the price.  

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

See next page for Xmas/Hogmanay opening hours 
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

REDHOUSE PLANTS MARKET GARDEN 

Seasonal vegetables available daily. Bedding, perennial and vegetable plants. 

Local honey in season according to availability. 

Open 09.00-17.00 Mon-Sat. 

Redhouse, Lower Whitehall, Stronsay. Tel: (01857) 616 377 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
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DONNA BLYTH EDUCATION SERVICES 

 BA Hons, MEd, PGCE, SQH, CPT3A, CELTA 

Email: donnablyth@outlook.com Tel: 01857 616242 / 07852 805780 

 

Online tuition in English Language, English Literature, RE, EAL and Literacy for 

learners of all abilities from age 7 – adult including A level, GCSE and SQA National 

Certificates.  

Prices – £25.00 per hour for 1:1 tuition; £45.00 per hour for groups of 2 or more depend-

ing on requirements (max 3) 

11+ Tuition in English, Maths, Verbal Reasoning and Non-verbal Reasoning. £25.00 per 

hour individual students only as lessons are school-specific. 

Tuition in clarinet performance and music theory up to grade 5. £15 per 30min lesson for 

1:1 tuition  

GTCS, DBS and PVG Scheme registered.  

Valid, current Safeguarding and Prevent certification  (updated 12.08.25) 

References available. 

All enquiries and services provided are treated in confidence as far as possible and ac-

cording to current KCSIE legislation 2024 

 

***Reviews*** 

 “Just wanted to share that S…. got into Hampton. He is absolutely thrilled and we 

are so pleased that the hard work paid off. Thank you for all your help and sup-

port.” (Parent of 11+ student) 

 “I am really pleased with my RE GCSE result. I got a 7 which is an A overall. Thank 

you so much for all of your help as without it this would have not been possible.” (Y11 

RE student) 

 “L… has to know that she is capable of reaching the target, and I think you play a 

huge role in that because she really enjoys the sessions with you and what you say really 

sticks in her head.” (Parent of Y6 student) 

 “The skills that my daughter has acquired, and the clear and significant increase in 

her confidence and pride in her reading and writing skills, has been worth every pen-

ny.” (Parent of GCSE English Language student) 

 “V… loved his …. sessions and said that he was in awe of how knowledgeable you 

were! Thank you so much.” (Independent tutoring company on behalf of GCSE English 

Literature student) 

 “N… got an 8 in both English Literature and Language and would like to thank you 

for the immense help” (Independent tutoring company on behalf of GCSE English stu-

dent) 

 “Donna is a remarkably warm, kind and empathetic tutor. We have both really en-

joyed every interaction that we have had with her.” (Parent of GCSE student)  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:donnablyth@outlook.com?subject=Education%20Services
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Traditionally hand-crafted in Stronsay—soaps, solid shampoo bars, conditioner bars and 

balms. Hand-spun and hand-dyed yarns from Orkney fleeces, woven throws, wall-

hangings and more. 

Orkney Star Island Soap, Isles View, Stronsay, Orkney, KW17 2AG. 

Tel: (+44) 01857 616 281 

 Email: info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Web: http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

https://www.bayviewtransport.com 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.bayviewtransport.com
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

See Stronsay Markets on YouTube https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
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“NEIL’S ON WHEELS” 

• All mechanical work undertaken. 

• Tyres 

• ECU/ABS/airbag diagnostic testing 

• Welding specialist 

• MOT prep work 

• Home start 

• Towing service 

MOBILE: 07723 304 260 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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OUR LADY’S CHAPEL, PIERHEAD 

OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES 

Our Lady's Chapel on the pier is open for public Masses  

with the permission of the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

Mass times are as follows:- 

Sunday & holidays: 11am. Tuesday: 8.00am. All other days: 11.20am 

STRONSAY ON YOUTUBE 

• Bicycle tour of Stronsay in August 2022 (poor audio quality) 

• 59º North 

• Links House, Stronsay: Finding the Mesolithic in Orkney 

• Stronsay, Orkney 

• The mystery of the Stronsay Monster 

• Orkney—living and working 

• 1930’s stone crushing machine in action on Stronsay 

• Stronsay harbour (taken from inside the harbour) 

• Five reasons to visit Stronsay 

STRONSAY KIRK 

Details of services at Stronsay's kirk for the next few weeks are now available on the 
kirk's website https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk/calendar.asp?set=list.  

 
Contact Kirk Secretary: 

elsie.dennison@live.co.uk 
 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

HANDY EMAIL ADDRESSES & PHONE NUMBERS: 

Ebenezer Stores stronsaystores@gmail.com  616339 
Olivebank m.williamson1@btconnect.com  616255 
Fishmart café fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com 616401 
Hotel & pub stronsayhotel@gmail.com   616407  
Red House plants       616377 

Contact details for all OIC Councillors: 

https://www.orkney.gov.uk/your-council/councillors-and-meetings/councillors 

STRONSAY CHESS CLUB 

Meets from 12 to 2pm every Friday in the Fishmart Café 

Chess sets provided 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/KOv6jBTgPTQ
https://www.youtube.com/@59DegreesNorthOrkney
https://youtu.be/JzaDVHnHnIs
https://youtu.be/yAZ5wKppxJY
https://youtu.be/rrVaEL4zfQg
https://youtu.be/ekYtsSubUJ4
https://youtu.be/rOKGUKe-g-4
https://youtu.be/ZCpm4aqKOxQ
https://youtu.be/uaNczikC_vw
https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk/calendar.asp?set=list
mailto:elsie.dennison@live.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Kirk%20website
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaystores@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:m.williamson1@btconnect.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:stronsayhotel@gmail.com?subject=Enquiry%20via%20Stronsay%20Limpet
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/your-council/councillors-and-meetings/councillors
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

Post Office opening hours . . . . Monday to Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm. Sunday closed all day 
Post collection times . . . . . . . Ebenezer post box 7:30am, Monday to Saturday 
Bank (RBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday 9:30am to 3pm (closed 12-1 lunch), phone 616262 
OIC Special collection. . . . . .  Mon 9 Feb 2026 
Stronsay Island Link Office. . . Wed 10am-noon, tel 616446, email stronsaycc@gmail.com  
SDT Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wood’s Yard 10am - 11am Mon-Fri. Phone 616410 
Sunday service at the Kirk . . Every week at 11am, see website https://tinyurl.com/strkirk 
Our Lady’s Chapel, pier head Mass: Sun & holidays 11am, Tue 8am, other days 11.20am 
Next mobile library van visit .  Mon 16 Feb 2026. https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib 
Weekly rubbish collection . . . ? 
Recycling skips nearly full? . .  Send email to recycling@orkney.gov.uk  

Forward scam emails to . . . . .  report@phishing.gov.uk 
Stronsay’s Facebook page  . . .  https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488 

Airy Fairy . . . . . . . . . . .  616231 
Bank (Thursday only) . .  616262 
Community council . . . . 616446 
Companions Club . . . . . . 616438 
Craftship Enterprise . . . . 0778 511 1126 
Doctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Ebenezer Stores . . . . . . . 616339 
Ebenezer Oil Heating . . . 616207 
    or 07500 682 867 
Fish Mart . . . . . . . . . . . .  616401 
Golgotha monastery. . . . 616210 

or contact@the-sons.org 
Hall bookings . . . . . . . . 616263 

or annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 
Highland Fuels . . . . . . . .  01856 873766  
Island Link Officer . . . . . 616475 
Kirk secretary . . . . . . . . .  616238 
Limpet editor . . . . . . . . .  616297 
Medical emergency . . . . 616321 
Neil’s on Wheels . . . . . . 07723 304 260 
Manse . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  616284 
Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Olivebank . . . . . . . . . . . . 616255 
OIC out of hours . . . . . . . 01856 873535 
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . 616499 
Red House Plants . . . . . . 616377 
Scottish Fuels . . . . . . . . . 01856 873105 
SDT office . . . . . . . . . .  616410 or email 
 Office@StronsayDevelopmentTrust.com 

Silver Darlings . . . . . . . .  616412 
Sinclair Haulage . . . . . . . 600404 
Star Island Soap . . . . . . .  616281 
Stranded seals, etc . . . . . 616207/206/498 
Stronsay Band . . . . . . . . . 616345 
Stronsay Pub & Hotel . . . 616407 
Stronsay school . . . . . . . . 616246 
Stronsay taxi, school  . . . . 616376 or 
   transport, mechanic 07508 884 024 
   diagnostics & repairs 
 
Balfour hospital (24/7). . . 01856 888000 
Water problems (24/7) . .  0800 0778 778 
Electricity  
 general enquiries 0800 048 3516 

(lines open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm) 
 problems (24/7) . . . 0800 300 999 
 power cut (24/7). . . 105 
Police (non urgent) (24/7)101 
Kirkwall Library . . . . . . 01856 873166 
Dentists: 
 Daisybank Clinic . .  01856 870547
 Deyanov Dental . . . 01856 877118 
 Com Dental Service 01856 888258 
 Orkney Dental . . . . 01856 872030 
Vets: 
 Flett & Carmichael . 01856 872859 
 Northvet . . . . . . . . . 01856 873403 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, KW17 2AR”. 

EMERGENCY! POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE or COASTGUARD - dial 999 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Island%20Link%20Officer
https://tinyurl.com/strkirk
https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/R/your-household-collection-service-isles.htm
mailto:recycling@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Stronsay%20recycling%20skips
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk?subject=Phishing%20report
https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488
mailto:contact@the-sons.org?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Community%20hall
mailto:Office@StronsayDevelopmentTrust.com?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet

