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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 235 - January 2025 

Published after 7pm on the last day of the month 

Next edition of the Limpet will be published on Fri 28 Feb 2025, the deadline is 7pm 
on that date. Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page of every edition. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Fishmart Café reopens Wed 5 Feb 

OIC special collection Week commencing Mon 10 Feb 

SWRI meeting Wed 12 Feb 

Stronsay small animal clinic Thu 13 Feb 

“Fish Friday” commences in Fishmart Café Fri 21 Feb 

Mobile library van visit Mon 10 Mar 

Stronsay small animal clinic Thu 13 Mar 

Orkney Ferries - refit ends (revised date) Sat 29 Mar 

Sheena & Andy's fundraiser for SCAA - tandem skydive! Fri 18 Apr 

Stronsay’s Massive Weekend Sat/Sun 17/18 Aug 

TIMETABLES 
Loganair - interisland timetable 27 Oct 2024 - 16 Feb 2025 

Orkney Ferries - winter timetable 30 Sep 2024 to 3 May 2025 

Orkney Ferries - refit timetable 5 Jan 2025 to 29 Mar 2025 

Orkney Ferries - refit timetable (passengers only) 6 Jan 2025 to 7 Mar 2025 

OIC - school holidays 2023-2027 

FROM GERAMOUNT SURGERY - PLEASE TAKE NOTE! 

Dear Stronsay residents, 

As you are all now probably aware, we have a few particularly problematic viruses circu-

lating the island. Could we kindly ask that for the present time can anyone visiting the 

surgery, wear masks and cleanse their hands as they enter the surgery. We have provided 

masks and hand wash at the door for you to use. 

Kindest regards, 

Stronsay surgery team   

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
https://loganair-vm-live.big-digital.co.uk/media/3y0liaws/winter-2024-25-timetable.pdf
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-spring-2024-25-eday-sanday-and-stronsay
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-refit-2025-north-isles
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-refit-2025-north-isles-passenger-only
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/media/1yxfedqw/school-calendar-2024-2025.pdf
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STRONSAY SMALL ANIMAL CLINIC 

ERRAID STATION HOUSE 

Clinics will be held on Thursday 13 February and Thursday 13 March. 

The next opportunity will be in May 

To make an appointment please phone Northvet 01856 873403 

 

 Any dogs requiring annual boosters will need appointments on both dates. We are 

now using an updated Leptospirosis vaccine which provides more complete protection. 

The initial vaccination needs two doses four weeks apart for maximum effectiveness. 

 If you have a pet which needs urgent attention please feel free to contact me directly. 

FB messenger or phone 07595 119532 

Thanks 

Liz Askew 

SHEENA & ANDY'S FUNDRAISER FOR SCAA 

Fundraising for SCAA (Scotland's Charity Air Ambulance) 

Tandem skydive, Friday 18 April 2025 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/sheena-andy-rose-1 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sheena-andy-rose-1
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STRONSAY LIFEBOAT 

 Students and researchers should be pleased to note that one can now search the 

RNLI Journal "The Lifeboat" for entries for Stronsay - 590! Includes photos of boats and 

late Queen. Each past local volunteer should be celebrated for such service. 

snipca.com/53224. 

Leo Martini-Brown 

lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk 

TENDERS INVITED TO RENT THE FIELD AT THE KIRK 

 The field at the Kirk, approximately 2.68 hectares (6.6 acres) in size, is offered for 
rent from March to December 2025, with an option to rent for up to a further 4 years if 
desired. The field, which is BPS category 1 and LFASS category D, has no water supply 
and may be grazed by sheep only or cut for silage or hay, with any cutting to be complet-
ed by the end of August. Any fertiliser applied should be a 20-10-10 compound fertiliser 
or similar. 
 Please submit offers in writing in a sealed envelope marked Kirk Field Tender to Ian 
Cooper, Steenysheed or email iancooper56@gmail.com by 5pm on Monday 3rd February. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
snipca.com/53224
mailto:lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:iancooper56@gmail.com?subject=Rent%20kirk%20field
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FISH MART CAFÉ REOPENS ON WED 5 FEB 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Survey = https://tinyurl.com/R100Evaluation 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/R100Evaluation
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Stronsay Stitchers 

  
 Thursday 27

th
 February 2025  

7.00pm-9.00-pm, Church Hall, £2.00/person, refreshments. 

 

We are an informal group who meet once a month to do our own stitchy things. 

 You can bring any projects you’re working on such as crochet, needlework, knitting, rug 

hooking etc.   

Everyone welcome. 

STRONSAY SWRI MEETING WED 12 FEB 

Stronsay SWRI will meet on Wed 12th Feb at 7:30 pm in the community centre. 

All ladies and girls aged 11 and over very welcome. 

There will be a novelty raffle (could everyone please bring a few small wrapped prizes). 

Competition (for members) is 4 jammy dodgers.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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VAN AVAILABLE FOR CHARITY WORK 

 The Pomona Prefect logo peedie red van is available for charity work on the island if 

anyone needs a man and a van and wants to help the island reach the target. Saturdays ser-

vice and cost for this is suggested as £10 per hour min donation for half hour units. All to 

the Stronsay Defib fund. No live animals, persons transported or dirty, sloppy stuff car-

ried. Limited load and not a taxi service. This is a temporary thing to raise money and not 

a challenge to any services on the island. Call Mick for all taxi work and Sinclair Haulage 

for freight! 

 Also, if anyone needs their car karcher jet washed and vaccuming and then can do at 

Ellerslie as you pass for a donation to same Defib Fund. Cost is £10 per basic body wash 

and wheels rinsed and boot/inside vacced. Limited to cars. No monster trucks, panel vans, 

lorries or camper vans sorry. 

 This charity service will be hopefully available until there are enough defib ma-

chines in position with the people trained to cover us all 24/7. Availability is limited to 

Saturdays. 

 Any questions and to book give me a call.  

 Nicandro J. Porcelli, Ellerslie. Telephone or text to - 07732 276046 

FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

If you see something in the Limpet that is inaccurate or no longer valid  

please drop a line to "The Editor, Claremont KW17 2AR"  

or email editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

THANK YOU! 

 Thanks to Craig & Leslie for their work in all weathers, finding and fixing faults on 

the island’s power grid. 

THANK YOU 

Dear Stronsay Community, 

Happy New Year to you all. I wish to say thank you to the community for my card and 

Amazon gift card. 

This was not expected at all. I miss you all and you are all in my heart. I may at some 

point come up to do some Bank shift once I get settled in. 

All my love, 

Maxine  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Limpet-accuracy
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 
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ORKNEY FERRIES—REFIT TIMETABLE, MV NORDIC SEA 

 An additional week-day passenger service will operate between Sanday, Stronsay, 

Eday and Kirkwall during the annual winter refit timetable. The MV Nordic Sea will pro-

vide the additional foot passenger capacity from Monday 6 January 2025 until Friday 7 

March 2025, subject to weather conditions. Additional sailings will operate from Mon-

days through to Fridays. The MV Nordic Sea, which can carry up to 47 passengers, fills a 

gap during periods of refit and adds capacity for services under increased demand during 

the summer months. As the relief boat, the Nordic Sea may be required to cover any 

breakdowns within the fleet. Service provision will therefore be subject to availability.   

 For further timetable information please visit www.orkneyferries.co.uk 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 15 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 235 - January 2025 

STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

As from 1 January 2025, the following have been confirmed as members of Stronsay 

Community Council: - 

 

Dominic BLYTH  St. Catherines, Stronsay, KW17 2AN 

     tel: 616242 

     email: saniman@live.co.uk 

 

Shane HOURSTON Housebay Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AJ 

     tel: 07593965600  

     email: s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Louise McQUAID  Bayview, Stronsay, KW17 2AR  

     tel: 616376 

     email: louisemcquaidcc@gmail.com 

James SEATON  Thorfinn, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

     tel: 07470111871 

     email: safehandsno_1@hotmail.com 

 

Damian STOUT  Linksness, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Vice Chair   tel: 616258 

     email: damienstout@btinternet.com 

 

Shirley WHITEMAN St. John’s Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Chair    tel: 616438 

     email: shirleywhiteman@icloud.com 

 

 

The role of a Community Councillor is to ensure that they work for the best interests of 

the whole community and remain representative of, and accountable to, the represented 

community. 

 

There is currently a vacancy for a Community Council member. 

 

If you have a community related issue that you wish to bring to the attention of the Com-

munity Council, or you are interested in becoming a Community Councillor, please con-

tact any of the above members, or the Clerk, tel: 616446  email: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 

  

CMc 

7 January 2025 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:saniman@live.co.ukC
mailto:s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:louisemcquaidcc@gmail.com?subject=SCC
mailto:safehandsno_1@hotmail.com?subject=SCC
mailto:damienstout@btinternet.com?subject=SCC
mailto:shirleywhiteman@icloud.com?subject=SCC


 

Page 16 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 235 - January 2025 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 17 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 235 - January 2025 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 18 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 235 - January 2025 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 19 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 235 - January 2025 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 20 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 235 - January 2025 

MOBILE LIBRARY VAN VISITS 2025 

13 January, 10 March, 12 May, 30 June, 25 August, 20 October, 15 December  

For further information go to web page https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library, 

send an email to library@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 01856 873166.  

SCAA - SCOTTISH CHARITY AIR AMBULANCE 

 Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance responds, on average, to two time-critical emer-

gency call outs every single day. We are a national charity and receive no statutory gov-

ernment funding, so rely 100% on donations from the public to fuel our life-saving flights 

across Scotland. 

SAVE OUR SCREEN MACHINE! 

Without urgent investment, the Screen Machine mobile cinema service will end. 

Please donate to our fundraising campaign to secure its future at: 

www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/save-our-screen-machine 

YouTube video https://youtu.be/fpUuDlnHS-o 

Frequently asked questions  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Mobile-Calendar-2024-A4.pdf
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library
mailto:library@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20van%20-%20Stronsay
https://www.scaa.org.uk/donate
https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/regional-screen-scotland-launches-public-fundraising-campaign-to-buy-a-new-screen-machine/
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/save-our-screen-machine
https://youtu.be/fpUuDlnHS-o
https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/save-our-screen-machine-faq/
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STRONSAY MEN’S SHED 

 The Stronsay Men’s Shed have their own Facebook page up and running now, if you 

would like to contact them direct please do pm them.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680 

STRONSAY CHESS CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meets from 12 to 2pm every Friday in the Fishmart Café 

Chess sets provided 

DONNA BLYTH EDUCATION SERVICES 

Donna Blyth BA Hons, MEd, PGCE, SQH, CPT3A, CELTA  

Email: donnablyth@outlook.com  

Tel: 01857 616242 / 07852 805780  

  

Tuition in English Language, English Literature, EAL and Literacy for learners of all 

abilities from age 5 - adult  

£25.00 per hour for 1:1 tuition  

£45.00 per hour for groups of 2 or more depending on requirements (max 4)  

 Tuition in clarinet performance and music theory up to grade 5  

£15 per 30min lesson for 1:1 tuition  

 Assessment for Applications for Examination Access Arrangements  

Assessments and reports for EHCP and Coordinated Support Plan applications  

I am GTCS, DBS and PVG Scheme registered.  

I have valid, current Safeguarding and Prevent certification  

References available if required  

 All enquiries and services provided are treated in confidence as far as possible and ac-

cording to KCSIE legislation 2023  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680
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Records of a Bygone Age 

Flag fences, ditches and dry-stone dykes 

Part 6 

 

 Another milestone in the history of farm and field boundaries in Stronsay was 

marked by the formation of the Crofters Commission and the subsequent passing of the 

Crofters Holdings Act in June 1886. Its main outcome was to provide security of tenure 

for crofters and the right to succession of tenure for their family. It also gave crofters the 

right to be compensated for their own improvements to the croft at the termination of a 

tenancy.  

 Although the Act stopped short of granting the automatic right to additional land for 

the expansion of their crofts the Commission did seem to have some sympathy to those 

crofters whose holdings were too small to support themselves and their families. Repre-

sentatives of the Crofters Commission met in Stronsay in December 1892 where evidence 

was heard from both crofters and landowners as to how they would be affected by the im-

plementation of the Act and what outcome they sought. The findings of the Commission-

ers were eventually finalised in 1896, with areas of land taken off the farms of Airy, Hol-

land, Housebay and the Bu being allocated to a number of the nearby small crofts, crofts 

which had originally been part of the relevant estates. 

 Although still rented from their landlords, it was thought that this extra ground 

should be enough land for these crofters to earn a comfortable living and bring up their 

families. While there was no longer a compulsion to help out on the parent farm at busy 

times of the year, there was certainly still an expectation that this would happen although 

the crofters would now be compensated for their labour. 

 The land taken off Holland to extend the crofts seemed to be almost a throwback to 

the runrig system where, apparently in an effort to ensure that the tenants had land of 

equal quality, the three original large fields were divided into 15 long narrow strips with 

crofts being allocated fields bounded on either side by a neighbour’s field. Over the years 

this has proved to be a very cumbersome arrangement both for cropping and grazing the 

fields and this method of allocation has again highlighted just how inconvenient the old 

runrig system was. 

 

( continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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The 3 Holland fields as they were before 1896 are outlined in yellow, with the satellite im-

age showing the fields which were allocated to the neighbouring crofts as they are today. 

Each of the 5 crofts which were extended in 1896 was given adjacent strips of land rather 

than land in one block, a less than ideal arrangement. 

 

 More changes were to come in 1912 when further land was taken from the Housebay 

Estate, firstly to enlarge some of the original crofts and then further land set aside to form 

the new crofts of Russland, Briarlea and Sunnyside. There was apparently enough land 

allocated for a fourth new croft but there were no takers so this land was to remain with 

Housebay. These original nine crofts and the three newly formed crofts were also each 

allocated a 1/12th  share of 65 acres of common grazing on what was known as the 

‘Crofters’ Hill’, an area which still remains the only common grazing ground in Stronsay. 

 Looking more closely at the Housebay land allocation for a moment, before the 

Crofters Commission allocations of land all the crofts in that area lay outside the  House-

bay march dyke. This dyke marked the boundary between the Housebay Estate and the 

adjoining Balfour Estate, stretching for more than 3 km (2 miles) from the Crook Sand 

between Housebay and Holland across the island to Graverend between Housebay and 

Kirbuster. When the allocation of land inside this boundary was made to in 1896, more 

than a kilometre of this 1.5 metre high dyke was actually taken down, the stones carted to 

the new boundary and the dyke rebuilt there – quite a mammoth task when you consider 

there would have been close on 1½ tons of stone in every metre. When the next allocation 

of fields from within the Housebay boundary was made in 1912, the dyke remained 

where it was and still stands today! 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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The Housebay fields as they were before 1896 are outlined in yellow. The first allocation 

of land to enlarge some of the neighbouring crofts was made in 1896 and is outlined in 

red. A further, much larger, allocation of land was made in 1912 and is outlined in black, 

with the Crofter’s Hill the large enclosure at the top of the photo. This again gave addi-

tional land to some of the existing crofts and also created the new holdings of Sunnyside, 

Briarlea and Russland. The original Housebay march dyke, shown as the dotted line A—

A was removed and rebuilt at the line B—B.  

 

 
This photo shows a small part of what was more than a kilometre of march dyke moved to 

a new location following the Crofters Commission allocations in 1896. 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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 All these holdings, whether enlarged or newly formed, were still leased from the 

Laird, with Cleat, Housebay, Dishes and Midgarth owned by the Traills, Rothiesholm 

owned by the Sutherlands, Airy owned by the Feas and nearly all of the rest of the island 

owned by Colonel William Balfour. A typical lease of the time would have been for be-

tween 14 and 19 years, with rules laid down for the acceptance of house and buildings at 

the commencement of the lease and regarding their condition at the end. Other stipula-

tions included the right and liberty of the tenant to take seaweed from the shore to apply 

as manure to the land, ‘said seaweed to be taken only when not required for the manufac-

ture of kelp.’ The tenant was still expected to make kelp, the value of which was offset 

against the rent at a price determined by the laird, usually at a rate very much in the 

laird’s favour. Although the lands had twice undergone a process of planking or squaring 

by this time, the laird still reserved the power to straighten marches and exchange ground 

with neighbouring proprietors or tenants. Also reserved for the laird was the right to any 

game, including rabbits, on the lands. The tenant was also required to manage the lands 

‘according to the most approved rules of modern good husbandry’ and in particular to 

‘adopt not less than a five shift system of rotation of cropping, and never take two white 

crops in succession.’ Where the land leased was wet some leases also stipulated the need 

for the tenant to ‘thoroughly drain at his own expense all the wet parts of said lands, the 

drains to be made with the common ditching spade three feet deep and coupled with 

stones at the bottom and filled with stones to eighteen inches of the surface and the whole 

to be covered with turf’ for which work the tenant would be recompensed at the rate of 2/- 

per chain (10p per 20 metres). 

 By the early 1920s, with the lairds hitting hard times due to high taxes and govern-

ment legislation, many of the farms and crofts were sold off at a price in the region of 15 

- 20 years rent, almost invariably to the sitting tenant. With kelp rights often attached to 

the purchase, this helped many of the smaller farms and crofts survive the depression of 

the 1920s relatively unscathed.  

 As time passed farm produce prices fell in real terms and this, together with expecta-

tions of a better standard of living, meant that farmers needed more land and stock to re-

main viable, resulting in many of these smaller crofts being bought by their neighbours 

and these in turn being bought by their neighbours as we see a gradual return to owner-

ship of land not dissimilar to that of the lairds of old. If we look back to the 1950s there 

would have been around 80 individual working farms and crofts in Stronsay but today 

that same land is owned or rented and run by only around 15 separate businesses. Sadly 

as these farms get ever larger, mechanisation and economies of scale means the rural pop-

ulation supported by farming gets ever smaller. 

 We also see some difference in the landscape as boundaries between small fields are 

removed to make larger fields and some areas of the island are no longer farmed, being 

left instead to go to waste while government support payments go to their owners as some 

strange form of compensation for their neglect.  

 

 

(continued on next page) 
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An aerial view of the middle of the island still showing the field outlines first formed by 

the flag fences, ditches and dry-stone dykes put in place by our ancestors more than 150 

years ago, together with the tapestry of colours and shades enriched by good farming 

practice. 

 

 But what of the flag fences, ditches and dry-stone dykes of the article title? A few 

good examples of flag fences are still to be seen but, as time passes, most are gradually 

seeing the flagstones broken, leaning over or fallen flat, with no new flag fence being 

built for at least 150 years. Many of the ditches too have silted up or been trampled in by 

stock although some have been cleaned out, now protected by a fence to continue ful-

filling their original purpose. Many of these dry stone dykes are still maintained, often as 

a labour of love and through a sense of pride in seeing the toil of previous generations 

preserved, but this task is getting more and more difficult as the stones deteriorate and 

foundations subside. Many others, sadly, are simply left to the ravages of time and the at-

tentions of straying livestock, gradually being flattened to the ground never to be rebuilt. 

 It must be 150 years since any length of new dyke was built in Stronsay but some 

good dykers are still around as can be seen by the recent work at the water tanks above 

the village and the wall of the new cemetery, both funded by large companies or organisa-

tions and undoubtedly well in excess of the ‘6d a fathom’ cost of erection of many of the 

original dykes. We must accept that many of the flag fences, ditches and dry-stone dykes 

of old are now gone for ever but should still look with pleasure, pride and understanding 

at what is left of those features of our heritage. 

 The wall of the new cemetery, proving that the age-old skill of dry stone dyke 

 building is still alive. 

 

Ian Cooper 

January 2025 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 Why not hire the Stronsay Community hall? We have a kitchen and fully licensed 

bar, with two large halls and a small meeting room; perfect for weddings, parties, games, 

meetings and much more! 

• Disco equipment 

• Table tennis 

• Badminton 

• Air hockey  

• Pool Table 

 For more information & bookings contact Anne-Maree Carter 

email 

annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

 

Rooms for hire from only £2 per hour plus hydro charge.  

Adult supervision (over 18) must be present during hire.  

SWIMMING POOL - OPENING TIMES 

Charges - Adults £3, Children £1.50, Private Hires £15.  

To book a private hire phone Elsie on 616238. 

Monday Adult lane  6:30-7:10:00 Public session  7:10– 7:50 

Thursday Private hire  6:30-7:10 Public session  7:10-7:50 

Saturday Private hire  2:00-2:40 Public session  2:40-3:20 

OVERSEERS WANTED ! 

 Always looking for reliable overseers for the swimming pool, please! Previous vol-

unteers welcome. Involves taking payment, handing out bands, helping with evacuation 

procedures etc. Contact Mairi Dennison via Facebook messenger or tel 616331. We po-

litely request that parents/guardians whose children use the pool regularly take a turn at 

overseeing, in particular.  

A NOTE FROM THE LIMPET’S EDITOR 

 Please let me know if anything in the Limpet requires updating or deleting. To con-

tact the Limpet send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, 

KW17 2AR”. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Hall
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OUR LADY’S CHAPEL, PIERHEAD 

OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES 

Our Lady's Chapel on the pier is open for public Masses  

with the permission of the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

Mass times are as follows:- 

Sunday & holidays: 11am. Tuesday: 8.00am. All other days: 11.20am 

STRONSAY ON YOUTUBE 

• Bicycle tour of Stronsay in August 2022 (poor audio quality) 

• 59º North 

• Links House, Stronsay: Finding the Mesolithic in Orkney 

• Stronsay, Orkney 

• The mystery of the Stronsay Monster 

• Orkney—living and working 

• 1930’s stone crushing machine in action on Stronsay 

• Stronsay harbour (taken from inside the harbour) 

• Five reasons to visit Stronsay 

STRONSAY KIRK 

Details of services at Stronsay's Kirk for the next few weeks are now available on the 
kirk's website https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk/calendar.asp?set=list.  

 
Contact Kirk Secretary: 

 elsie.dennison@live.co.uk 
 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

HANDY EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

Ebenezer Stores stronsaystores@gmail.com 

Olivebank m.williamson1@btconnect.com 

Fishmart café fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com 

For telephone numbers see the back page of this edition. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/KOv6jBTgPTQ
https://www.youtube.com/@59DegreesNorthOrkney
https://youtu.be/JzaDVHnHnIs
https://youtu.be/yAZ5wKppxJY
https://youtu.be/rrVaEL4zfQg
https://youtu.be/ekYtsSubUJ4
https://youtu.be/rOKGUKe-g-4
https://youtu.be/ZCpm4aqKOxQ
https://youtu.be/uaNczikC_vw
https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk/calendar.asp?set=list
mailto:elsie.dennison@live.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Kirk%20website
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaystores@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:m.williamson1@btconnect.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Local business adverts are free! 
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Page 32 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 235 - January 2025 

The Old Manse Bed and Breakfast 

Logie Easter, Kildary 

IV18 0NZ 

 The Old Manse is a listed building dating back to the 1780s set in a large wood-

land garden just off the A9 and commanding far reaching views of the surrounding 

countryside. 

 We are ideally located for those travelling to and from Orkney. The ferry termi-

nals of Gills Bay (Pentland Ferries) and Scrabster (North Link Ferries) are no more 

that 2.5 hours drive with John O’Groats just 2 hours away.  

Ensuite Double and twin rooms  

Tel 01862 842357 Email oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com 

Web www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

REDHOUSE PLANTS MARKET GARDEN 

Seasonal vegetables available daily. Bedding, perennial and vegetable plants. 

Local honey in season according to availability. 

Open 09.00-17.00 Mon-Sat. 

Redhouse, Lower Whitehall, Stronsay. Tel: (01857) 616 377 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com?subject=Limpet
http://www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk
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Traditionally hand-crafted in Stronsay—soaps, solid shampoo bars, conditioner bars and 

balms. Hand-spun and hand-dyed yarns from Orkney fleeces, woven throws, wall-

hangings and more. 

Orkney Star Island Soap, Isles View, Stronsay, Orkney, KW17 2AG. 

Tel: (+44) 01857 616 281 

 Email: info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Web: http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap
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COMMUNITY BUS 

We have now extended the days and service of the bus. 
You can now book the bus between 9:00 and 3:00 Monday-Friday and we can arrange to 

drop/collect at the plane or ferry on request. 
 

Call Mick 616 376 
or 

07508 884024 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 35 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 235 - January 2025 

BAYVIEW TRANSPORT LTD 

Winter Pupil Timetable effective from Wednesday 30th October 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

See Stronsay Markets on YouTube https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

“NEIL’S ON WHEELS” 

• All mechanical work undertaken. 

• Tyres 

• ECU/ABS/airbag diagnostic testing 

• Welding specialist 

• MOT prep work 

• Home start 

• Towing service 

MOBILE: 07723 304 260 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

STRONSAY HOTEL & PUB 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593 

From Wednesday 9 October 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593
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http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

Post Office opening hours . . . . Monday to Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm. Sunday closed all day 
Post collection times . . . . . . . Ebenezer post box 7:30am, Monday to Saturday 
Bank (RBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday 9:30am to 3pm (closed 12-1 lunch), phone 616262 
OIC Special collection. . . . . .  Week Commencing Monday 10 Feb 2025 
Stronsay Island Link Office. . . Open on request, email stronsaycc@gmail.com  
SDT Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wood’s Yard 10am - 11am Mon-Fri. Phone 616410 
Sunday service at the Kirk .. . Weekly service at 11am 
Our Lady’s Chapel, pier head Mass: Sun & holidays 11am, Tue 8am, other days 11.20am 
Next mobile library van visit .  https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib 
Weekly rubbish collection .. . . Thursday, bags out by 8am. 
Recycling skips nearly full? . .  Send email to recycling@orkney.gov.uk  

Forward scam emails to . . . . .  report@phishing.gov.uk 
Stronsay’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488 

Airy Fairy . . . . . . . . . . .  616231 
Bank (Thursday only) . .  616262 
Community council . . . . 616446 
Companions Club . . . . . . 616438 
Craftship Enterprise . . . . 0778 511 1126 
Doctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Ebenezer Stores . . . . . . . 616339 
Ebenezer Oil Heating . . . 616207 
    or 07500 682 867 
Fish Mart . . . . . . . . . . . .  616401 
Golgotha monastery. . . . 616210 

or contact@the-sons.org 
Hall bookings . . . . . . . . 616263 

or annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 
Highland Fuels . . . . . . . .  01856 873766  
Island Link Officer . . . . . 616475 
Kirk secretary . . . . . . . . .  616238 
Limpet editor . . . . . . . . .  616297 
Medical emergency . . . . 616321 
Neil’s on Wheels . . . . . . 07723 304 260 
Manse . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  616284 
Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Olivebank . . . . . . . . . . . . 616255 
OIC out of hours . . . . . . . 01856 873535 
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . 616499 
Red House Plants . . . . . . 616377 
Registrar . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616239 
Scottish Fuels . . . . . . . . . 01856 873105 
SDT office . . . . . . . . . .  616410 

Silver Darlings . . . . . . . .  616412 
Sinclair Haulage . . . . . . . 600404 
Star Island Soap . . . . . . .  616281 
Stranded seals, etc . . . . . 616207/206/498 
Stronsay Band . . . . . . . . . 616345 
Stronsay Pub & Hotel . . . 616407 
Stronsay school . . . . . . . . 616246 
Stronsay taxi, school  . . . . 616376 or 
   transport, mechanic 07508 884 024 
   diagnostics & repairs 
 
Balfour hospital (24/7). . . 01856 888000 
Water problems (24/7) . .  0800 0778 778 
Electricity  
 general enquiries 0800 048 3516 

(lines open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm) 
 problems (24/7) . . . 0800 300 999 
 power cut (24/7). . . 105 
Police (non urgent) (24/7)101 
Kirkwall Library . . . . . . 01856 873166 
Dentists: 
 Daisybank Clinic . .  01856 870547
 Deyanov Dental . . . 01856 877118 
 Com Dental Service 01856 888258 
 Orkney Dental . . . . 01856 872030 
Vets: 
 Flett & Carmichael . 01856 872859 
 Northvet . . . . . . . . . 01856 873403 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, KW17 2AR”. 

EMERGENCY! POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE or COASTGUARD - dial 999 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Island%20Link%20Officer
https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/R/your-household-collection-service-isles.htm
mailto:recycling@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Stronsay%20recycling%20skips
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk?subject=Phishing%20report
https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488
mailto:contact@the-sons.org?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Community%20hall
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet

