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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 233 - November 2024 

Published after 7pm on the last day of the month 

Next edition of the Limpet published on Sat 21 Dec, the deadline is 7pm on that date. 
Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page of every edition. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Greener Orkney - beach clean Sun 1 Dec 

OIC special collection Week commencing Mon 2 Dec 

Candlelight carols at 6pm in the kirk Sun 8 Dec 

Funeral of Malcolm Addison at 11am in the kirk Mon 9 Dec 

Children’s Christmas Parties (SWRI) Wed 11 Dec 

School Nativity play “A Midwife Crisis!” Thu 12 Dec 

Last day for School Xmas Card post Wed 18 Dec 

Santa’s Float! Sat 21 Dec 

Watchnight service at 11:30pm in the kirk Tue 24 Dec 

Hogmanay Dance Tue 31 Dec 

Ferry refit timetable starts Sun 5 Jan 

Mobile library van visit Mon 13 Jan 

OIC special collection Week commencing Mon 10 Feb 

TIMETABLES 
Loganair - interisland timetable 27 Oct 2024 - 16 Feb 2025 

Orkney Ferries - winter timetable 30 Sep 2024 to 3 May 2025 

Orkney Ferries - refit timetable 5 Jan 2025 to 8 Mar 2025 

OIC - school holidays 2023-2027 

“VISIT STRONSAY” CALENDAR 

 Do you want to see what’s happening on Stronsay in December? Just click on the 

following link - https://visitstronsay.com/events/month/2024-12 

 If you want to add an event to the calendar (any date/time, not just in December) 

contact the Limpet’s editor via email editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk. 

SEND CHRISTMAS GREETINGS AT NO COST! 

 You can send greetings to your friends & family via the pages of the December edi-

tion of the Limpet and it won’t cost you a penny! Just send the greetings in an email to 

editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk to arrive before 7pm on Saturday 21 December because the 

Limpet will be published 10 days earlier than usual 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
https://loganair-vm-live.big-digital.co.uk/media/3y0liaws/winter-2024-25-timetable.pdf
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-spring-2024-25-eday-sanday-and-stronsay
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-refit-2025-north-isles
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/meetings-and-events/orkney-schools-calendar/
https://visitstronsay.com/events/month/2024-12/
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=%20Visit%20Stronsay%20calendar
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Christmas%20greetings%202024
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SAVE OUR SCREEN MACHINE! 

Without urgent investment, the Screen Machine mobile cinema service will end. 

Please donate to our fundraising campaign to secure its future at: 

www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/save-our-screen-machine 

YouTube video https://youtu.be/fpUuDlnHS-o 

Frequently asked questions  

ORKNEY FERRIES - KIRKWALL OFFICE OPENING 

HOURS OVER CHRISTMAS/HOGMANAY 

 Monday 23rd December 0700 – 1700 

Tuesday 24th December 0700 - 1700 

Wednesday 25th & Thursday 26th December Closed 

Friday 27th December 0900 – 1300 / 1400 – 1700 

Saturday 28th December 0900 – 1200 / 1300 - 1500 

Sunday 29th December 0900 – 1200 / 1300 - 1500 

Monday 30th December 0900 – 1300 / 1400 – 1700 

Tuesday 31st December 0900 – 1300 / 1400 – 1700 

Wednesday 1st & Thursday 2nd January Closed 

Friday 3rd January 0900 – 1300 / 1400 – 1700 

Saturday 4th January 0700 – 1200 / 1300 - 1500 

Sunday 5th January 0900 – 1500 

MOBILE LIBRARY VAN VISITS 2025 

13 January, 10 March, 12 May, 30 June, 25 August, 20 October, 15 December  

For further information go to web page https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library, 

send an email to library@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 01856 873166.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/regional-screen-scotland-launches-public-fundraising-campaign-to-buy-a-new-screen-machine/
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/save-our-screen-machine
https://youtu.be/fpUuDlnHS-o
https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/save-our-screen-machine-faq/
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Mobile-Calendar-2024-A4.pdf
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library
mailto:library@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20van%20-%20Stronsay
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WASTE COLLECTION ON STRONSAY 

 We have had a request from Sinclair Haulage to move the waste collection on 

Stronsay from weekly on a Tuesday to weekly on a Thursday. There is no operational is-

sue with this change from OIC perspective, this is an operational request from Sinclair 

Haulage to ensure that a more appropriate vehicle is used for Stronsay’s collection. 

 The commencement of the change has been discussed with Sinclair Haulage and it 

was decided that it would be better to start this after the festive period which would look 

like this; 

• Tuesday 26/11, 3/12, 10/12, 17/12 as existing arrangement 

• Friday 27/12/24, Friday 3/1/25 adjusted collections for the festive period 

• Thursday 9/1/2025 ongoing collection day is now Thursday 

 Any questions please get back to me. 

 Regards 

 Mark Vincent, Waste and Recycling Officer.  

 Neighbourhood Services, OIC, Council Offices, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1NY  

 Telephone 01856873535 ext 2705 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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MEET WITH GREENER ORKNEY 

at SDT Offices Sunday 1st December 10.00 am 

Heading off to do a beach clean at Rothiesholm starting at 10.30am for 1 hour. 

Mill Bay at 12.30 for 1 hour 

St Catherine's Bay at 2.30pm. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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VAN AVAILABLE FOR CHARITY WORK 

 The Pomona Prefect logo peedie red van is available for charity work on the island if 

anyone needs a man and a van and wants to help the island reach the target. Saturdays ser-

vice and cost for this is suggested as £10 per hour min donation for half hour units. All to 

the Stronsay Defib fund. No live animals, persons transported or dirty, sloppy stuff car-

ried. Limited load and not a taxi service. This is a temporary thing to raise money and not 

a challenge to any services on the island. Call Mick for all taxi work and Sinclair Haulage 

for freight! 

 Also, if anyone needs their car karcher jet washed and vaccuming and then can do at 

Ellerslie as you pass for a donation to same Defib Fund. Cost is £10 per basic body wash 

and wheels rinsed and boot/inside vacced. Limited to cars. No monster trucks, panel vans, 

lorries or camper vans sorry. 

 This charity service will be hopefully available until there are enough defib ma-

chines in position with the people trained to cover us all 24/7. Availability is limited to 

Saturdays. 

 Any questions and to book give me a call.  

 Nicandro J. Porcelli, Ellerslie. Telephone or text to - 07732 276046 

FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

RECYCLED CARDBOARD LOGS 

 The recycling centre has plenty of recycled cardboard logs. They are a bargain at on-

ly £7.00 for 30 logs. Available at the recycling centre or contact Laura Carter 

eco@stronsaydevelopmenttrust.com. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DAN! 

 Wishing Dan Whiteman a very Happy 18th Birthday on 11th December. Congratula-

tions & love from all your family & friends. We hope you enjoy your first legal drink at 

the pub! 

THANK YOU 

 On Saturday 23/11/24 Ruth Bowen and I ran a charity stall at the Christmas Craft 

Fair.  This year's charity was Orkney Prostate Awareness.  Too many in our small com-

munity have been affected by prostate cancer, so it is a cause close to our hearts.  We 

were very proud to able to give £220 to OPA.  Thank you to all who donated goods for 

sale and all who supported our efforts. 

 Maya Bar-Tor 

If you see something in the Limpet that is inaccurate or no longer valid  

please drop a line to "The Editor, Claremont KW17 2AR"  

or email editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:eco@stronsaydevelopmenttrust.com
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Limpet-accuracy
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SCAA - SCOTTISH CHARITY AIR AMBULANCE 

 Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance responds, on average, to two time-critical emer-

gency call outs every single day. We are a national charity and receive no statutory gov-

ernment funding, so rely 100% on donations from the public to fuel our life-saving flights 

across Scotland. 

FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

If you see something in the Limpet that is inaccurate or no longer valid  

please drop a line to "The Editor, Claremont KW17 2AR"  

or email editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

Stronsay Christmas Craft Fair 

 

Many thanks to the Stronsay Community Association, to 
all the crafts people and especially to everyone who 

came along in spite of the weather.   

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.scaa.org.uk/donate
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Limpet-accuracy
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Limpet-accuracy
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Records of a Bygone Age 

Flag fences, ditches and dry-stone dykes 

Part 4 

 

 Turning again to the November 1849 article in the John o’ Groat’s Journal, part of 

which was quoted in the August edition of the ‘Limpet’, after commenting on the lands of 

Strenzie and  highlighting the excellent agricultural practices of Rev Simpson on his 

Glebe land, the writer continues his report: 

‘Turning eastward along the ridge of Stronsay I passed through an extensive tract of fine 

waste land, upon which small farms were dotted down at intervals; but though some im-

provements are here making, they are on a the very limited scale, and one regrets, after 

the proof of capability given by the minister, to see such land unproductive. There are 

here not less than 2,000 acres of land simply needing drainage and ploughing to give fine 

crops and productive employment to hundreds. Topping the easternmost part of the ridge 

I came at once upon two splendid farms, stretching along from Lambhead southwards on 

the east coast, from the storms on which they are protected by the grazing island of Ausk-

erry lying parallel to them, about a mile and a half distant. These farms, Housebay and 

Holland, are uniformly of the finest quality of deep land, a good clayey loam, and they 

are farmed in a style that cannot be surpassed in any part of the kingdom. Housebay con-

sists of 620 acres of arable, and, including 175 in 

 Auskerry, has 570 acres of pasture. The arable land is enclosed by substantial stone 

dykes 5 feet high, with properly finished cope, set it in lime, and is divided into 18 fields 

of equal size, thoroughly drained, and has good roads, with ditches and flagstone fences 

subdividing it. The steading is extensive and the first I have met in the islands which 

seems built on plan. Indeed the whole improvement here are evidently of recent date and 

show that wonder-working power of a tenant of skill and capital, backed by a liberal pro-

prietor. Immediately outside the fence dyke I found a dozen small tenants located, having 

new and improved cottage steadings; and I discovered that these were the former cottars 

of this large farm, who had been shifted here and made independent tenants, having 

squares off from 9 to 12 acres each, and paying rents from £4 to £6 in money. The manag-

er informed me that these men were, with their families, willing labourers on wages, and 

by working along with experienced hands from Caithness, had become as good ditchers, 

quarriers, and dykebuilders as their teachers, - in fact, greater part of the well finished 

work I saw was executed by Stronsay men; and almost the whole ploughmen on the farm 

were also natives. 

A brief visit to the farm of Holland with its 500 acres of arable land followed, the 

property again finding favour with the author. While Housebay was under the ownership 

of a Traill laird, Holland had only recently become part of the Balfour estate and was un-

der the tenancy of local man James Sinclair. The report stated that, while the farm was 

seen to be still in transition, everything was apparently well planned, was fast following 

in the wake of Housebay and, the writer believed, would be on a par with its neighbour in 

a very few years. On leaving Holland the author turned west, making his way along the 

central ridge of the island to the toonships of Aith and Grobister where he recorded that 

the farms in the districts: 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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‘are, or rather were, possessed by small tenants; for though the same men are re-

tained, and no one, so far as I learned, removed by judicious squaring and laying off the 

ground among them, they have become the tenants of from 50 to 60 acres each. These 

townships are all fine deep land, with a fair slope and southern exposure. The farms are 

laid off in parallelograms from the ridge to the seaside, marked by deep, well cut ditches, 

and about mid way they are intersected by a formed road, having a deep ditch at each 

side, which serves to receive the water from the bounding ditches, and to conduct it to the 

outfalls. The road also divided each farm into a upper and lower fields, and a six shift ro-

tation being strictly enforced by the proprietor, it was pleasing to see a 6 or 10 acre field 

of turnips on each farm and to find that these tenants – only just escaped from the old-

fashioned rundale, and all its lazy ways and prejudices – had the good sense to appreci-

ate the benefits likely to accrue to them from the change, and were exerting themselves to 

prove the small-farm system the best.’ 

 

 Moving forward a few years now it is well worth looking at the farm of Mid-

garth where I was born and, as I lived and farmed there for over 60 years, its history is of 

special interest to me. It is unusual in the fact that the fields on the whole farm are en-

closed by drystone dykes, with the only other holding on Stronsay to be so enclosed being 

the previously mentioned Glebe land, now part of Hunton, where the fields were all en-

closed  by dykes in the 1830s. Few, if any, of these Midgarth dykes had been built by 

1860, with an area of common land still to be found on the top of the ridge of land form-

ing a division between the farms of Whitehall and Huip to the east and Midgarth to the 

west.  

 

An advert for dyke builders which appeared in the Orkney Herald in August 1861. 

Midgarth was owned by George Traill at that time while Huip and Clestrain 

were part of Colonel Balfour’s estates. 

 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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 It was apparently a contractor from Sanday who was the successful applicant 

for building these Midgarth dykes, being paid the princely sum of 6d (2½p) a fathom for 

their erection. It seems rather strange that dyke building at that time was usually set at a 

price per fathom, a measurement of six feet (just under two metres) usually associated 

with sailing and the sea. This march dyke, around 3,000 yards in length, was to be a mini-

mum of 4ft (1.2m) high, with the ‘ragstones’ (or cope) to be pointed with a mixture of 

lime and sand. Once the dyke marking the boundary of the farm was completed, attention 

turned to squaring off the land into fields of around 10 -12 acres and erecting dykes be-

tween them. A feature of a number of these dykes is that a ditch was first dug and then the 

dyke built on top of the spoil from the ditch. This was certainly a method that meant the 

dykes were built far quicker and required much less stone for their construction but also 

meant they were more prone to settlement and collapse. 

 
This ditch was dug and then the dyke erected on top of the excavated spoil. 

 

Most of the field dykes in the southern part of the farm are built of stone quarried 

nearby, known locally as ‘grey whin’ or ‘blue whin’ while a number of dykes to the north 

west are red and yellow sandstone quarried from the low sandstone cliffs on the foreshore 

or from ‘oot o’ the ebb’ further down the shore.  

 

 
The change from red sandstone on the left to grey whinstone on the right. The 

whinstone is of poor quality and showing signs of erosion and splitting so may well have 

been among the first, softer, stones to be taken from the top layers of the quarry. 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Chair: Shirley Whiteman        Vice Chair: Damian Stout 

NURSE MAXINE’S COLLECTION 

 Stronsay Community Council is able to announce  £180.00 was raised from the re-
cent collection to mark nurse Maxine’s departure from Stronsay as the island’s resident 
nurse. An Amazon voucher has been forwarded to Maxine with a card wishing her all the 
best. 
 CMc 
 26 November 2024  

ORKNEY FERRIES—NEW BOOKING SYSTEM 

 Orkney Ferries introduced a new on-line booking system on Monday 14 October: 

https://book.orkneyferries.co.uk.  

 You must register and create an account on the new system even if you have already 

registered and created an account on the old system. Please note that when adding a mo-

bile phone number to your new account you must delete all spaces: 

i.e. 01234 567890 becomes +441234567890. 

STRONSAY COMPANIONS GROUP 

 The Companions Group is happy to announce a new venue. We now gather on 

Wednesday afternoons in the meeting room at the SDT building from 2:15pm for an hour 

or so. Light refreshments will be provided.  

 We are seeking new folk to join the group so please get in touch if you are interest-

ed. 

 Shirley (438) 

All these original boundaries, whether flag fence or drystone dyke, if well con-

structed would have had little need of upkeep but, as time moved on, the need for regular 

maintenance of those dykes increased as foundations subsided, some of the poorer quality 

stone taken from near the surface in the quarries began to disintegrate or burrowing rab-

bits undermined the foundations. As with the drystone dykes, the flag fences also needed 

ongoing maintenance to keep them in good condition as they had a tendency to break off 

at the base or lean over due to subsidence, with larger breeds of cattle also utilising them 

as useful scratching posts and causing further damage. There are a good number of those 

flag fences still to be seen and, where they have been protected by a barbed wire or elec-

tric guard fence, many remain in reasonable condition and continue to provide good shel-

ter for livestock.  

 

 

Part 5 will be in next month’s Limpet 

Ian Cooper 

November 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://book.orkneyferries.co.uk
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Chair: Shirley Whiteman     Vice Chair: Damian Stout 

 

GRASS CUTTING TENDERS 2025 
 

 Stronsay Community Council hereby invites tenders for the contracts listed be-

low. Details and application forms are available from the Island Link Officer and 

must be returned in a sealed envelope marked “Grass Cutting “ by noon on Friday 

24th January 2025 

 

Maintenance of Bay Kirkyard 

Maintenance of Leaquoy Kirkyard 

Grass cutting at St John’s Viewpoint 

Grass cutting of Picnic Site at Ayre of the Myers 

Grass cutting of Village Area – Royal Bank to Strynie 

Grass cutting at Stronsay War Memorial 

Grass cutting of area behind numbers 7 & 8 Whitehall 

Grass cutting of grassed area at Wardhill 

Grass triangular area adjoining 2 Whitehall 

Grass rectangular area within numbers 7 to 14 Whitehall 

 

 Please note that as there are separate contracts for each of the above listed areas it is 

possible to tender for them individually. 

 

Colin McAlpine, Island Link Officer, 

Stronsay Community Council, 

The Hill, 

Stronsay, 

KW17 2AT. 

tel: 616446 email: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

26 November 2024 

Stronsay Stitchers 

  
 

There will be no Stitchers in December. 
We will resume in 2025. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Grass%20cutting%20contract%202025
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Chair: Shirley Whiteman      Vice Chair: Damian Stout 

 

REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 

2024 
 

 The following has been received from the Corporate Director, Strategic, Perfor-

mance and Business Solutions and if anyone has any comment or issue regarding the 

polling districts and polling places, please forward these to electionof-

fice@orkney.gov.uk  by 5pm on Monday 16 December 2024. 

 In accordance with Section 18C of the Representation of the People Act 1983, as 

amended, Orkney Islands Council is undertaking a review of polling districts and polling 

places within the Orkney Islands Area of the Orkney and Shetland Parliamentary Constit-

uency. 

 In order to assist us with the review I would like to take this opportunity to invite 

any comments from yourself with regards to the current arrangements in place for Polling 

Stations. I enclose herewith the list of current Polling Stations which was used at the UK 

parliamentary election earlier this year along with the comments for any proposed chang-

es, a map of where the polling stations are situated and a questionnaire, all for your infor-

mation. I have also attached a link here for you to complete the questionnaire online if 

you prefer. 

 In respect of Kirkwall East and Kirkwall West the proposal is to change the polling 

station to the Pickaquoy Centre. In addition, although the North and South ferry-linked 

isles are predominantly postal voting, for those who wish to vote in person, e.g. electors 

residing in Hoy & Walls, Flotta and North Isles, it is proposed that the polling station is 

also the Pickaquoy Centre. Previously, the St Magnus Centre has been used however 

parking is limited at this venue, and space within the venue for the 7 polling stations has 

led to a crowded venue, particularly at busy times. In recent elections, the Pickaquoy 

Centre has been used on a temporary basis and provided a more spacious environment 

with ample parking. We would welcome views on the suitability of this venue. 

 I would also welcome any comments with regard to accessibility, ease of use etc. 

 Your assistance in this matter is very much appreciated. 

  

 Sent for and on behalf of 

 Karen Greaves, Corporate Director, SPBS 

 

CMC 

16 Nov. 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:electionoffice@orkney.gov.uk
mailto:electionoffice@orkney.gov.uk
file:///C:/Users/ricar/Documents/Limpets/Limpet website/List_of_Polling_Stations_2024.pdf
file:///C:/Users/ricar/Documents/Limpets/Limpet website/List_of_Polling_Stations_2024.pdf
file:///C:/Users/ricar/Documents/Limpets/Limpet website/List_of_Polling_Stations_2024.pdf
file:///C:/Users/ricar/Documents/Limpets/Limpet website/List_of_Polling_Stations_2024.pdf
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/T8TIPQ/
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STRONSAY DEVELOPMENT TRUST 

Contact details: 

Community Development Officer - development@stronsaydevelopmenttrust.com 

Recycling Centre and bike hire - eco@stronsaydevelopmenttrust.com 

Wellbeing Coordinator - sdtwellbeing@gmail.com 

The Board - office@stronsaydevelopmenttrust.com  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://padlet.com/naomi219/stronsay-development-trust-yoz2gzuowbyqsj6q
mailto:development@stronsaydevelopmenttrust.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:eco@stronsaydevelopmenttrust.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:sdtwellbeing@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:office@stronsaydevelopmenttrust.com?subject=impet
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Chair: Shirley Whiteman      Vice Chair: Damian Stout 

 

 

OUTER NORTH ISLES TIMETABLE – SUMMER 2025 

 

The Orkney Islands Council Service Manager – Transportation, has advised that unfortu-

nately, the amendments proposed to the Outer North Isles timetable cannot be accommo-

dated by Orkney Ferries Ltd at this time due to the implications this would have to the 

maintenance/training schedule, crewing hours and hours of work regulations.  The Trans-

portation Service and Orkney Ferries Ltd are currently looking at alternative ways to 

serve the Outer North Isles during Summer 2025, including the possibility of a passenger 

vessel, in preparation of the future trials by electric passenger vessel later in 2025.  This 

proposal will be subject to crewing availability and budget.  Further consultation with the 

relevant transport representatives and stakeholders will be undertaken prior to timetable 

setting for any proposed passenger service. 

  

Background 

  

The draft timetables in respect of ferry services to be operated by Orkney Ferries Limited 

during summer 2025 was presented to the Ferry Services Consultative Forum for consid-

eration on 20 August 2024 following a period of consultation with communities. 

The draft timetables and feedback from the Ferry Services Consultative Forum was pre-

sented to the Board of Orkney Ferries on 5 September 2024. 

The report and draft timetables will be considered by the Development and Infrastructure 

Committee on 12 November 2024. 

  

Outer North Isles Timetable 

  

For operational reasons, the Monday and Wednesday sailings to Westray have been 

amended to revert to 1035 from 1200.  The later sailing was trialled during summer 2024 

however the timetable change did not provide sufficient turnaround time for crew to carry 

out essential maintenance checks.  

A request was made from the Westray Transport Representative to amend the sailings to 

1300 as it was more suitable for the community.  Following consideration by Orkney Fer-

ries it was noted that this request could not be accommodated as it would have an impact 

to the timetable and crewing hours. 

An amendment to the timetable was made on Friday mornings to give a more realistic ar-

rival time to Kirkwall, noting that the arrival times are often delayed.  This affected the 

Sanday arrival into Kirkwall due to delays on the loading of the Papa Westray vessel and 

only one linkspan. 

It was noted by all North Isles Transport Representatives that the Friday timetable pushed 

the vessels to arrive later at Kirkwall which was not a preferred option.  For example, the 

Stronsay/Eday vessel would arrive at 1120 instead of 1100.  

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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It was noted that the loss of overnighting in the isles has meant the loss of early morning 

sailings on a Wednesday and Friday morning and due to crewing hours, it is not feasible 

to start the operating day earlier without  pulling back the timetable elsewhere. 

To address the comments received from members of the community about delays to Kirk-

wall and conflicts with appointment times, the summer 2024 timetable now better reflects 

the arrival times into Kirkwall, noting that earlier times cannot be achieved due to crew-

ing hours. 

A passenger service covering the Outer North Isles will be explored further with the view 

to implement during summer 2025 ahead of the ZEVI trial period.  This service could po-

tentially provide early morning connectivity which was lost following the loss of over-

nighting the vessels in the isles.  This will be explored furthear by Orkney Ferries and 

will be subject to budget availability. 

The Outer North Isles Sunday Excursion timetable will be finalised once all key dates are 

received back from communities. 

Accompanying the above update is a DRAFT of the Summer 2025 Outer North Isles fer-

ry timetable (see next page). 

If you have any comment to make on the information provided, please contact Shane 

Hourston, Stronsay Community Council’s Transport Representative, tel: 07593965600 or 

email s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk 

 

CMC 

08 Oct. 2024 

 

(SEE DRAFT TIMETABLE ON NEXT PAGE) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk
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STRONSAY MEN’S SHED 

 The Stronsay Men’s Shed have their own Facebook page up and running now, if you 

would like to contact them direct please do pm them.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680 

STRONSAY CHESS CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meets from 12 to 2pm every Friday in the Fishmart Café 

Chess sets provided 

DONNA BLYTH EDUCATION SERVICES 

Donna Blyth BA Hons, MEd, PGCE, SQH, CPT3A, CELTA  

Email: donnablyth@outlook.com  

Tel: 01857 616242 / 07852 805780  

  

Tuition in English Language, English Literature, EAL and Literacy for learners of all 

abilities from age 5 - adult  

£25.00 per hour for 1:1 tuition  

£45.00 per hour for groups of 2 or more depending on requirements (max 4)  

 Tuition in clarinet performance and music theory up to grade 5  

£15 per 30min lesson for 1:1 tuition  

 Assessment for Applications for Examination Access Arrangements  

Assessments and reports for EHCP and Coordinated Support Plan applications  

I am GTCS, DBS and PVG Scheme registered.  

I have valid, current Safeguarding and Prevent certification  

References available if required  

 All enquiries and services provided are treated in confidence as far as possible and ac-

cording to KCSIE legislation 2023  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 Why not hire the Stronsay Community hall? We have a kitchen and fully licensed 

bar, with two large halls and a small meeting room; perfect for weddings, parties, games, 

meetings and much more! 

• Disco equipment 

• Table tennis 

• Badminton 

• Air hockey  

• Pool Table 

 For more information & bookings contact Anne-Maree Carter 

email 

annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

 

Rooms for hire from only £2 per hour plus hydro charge.  

Adult supervision (over 18) must be present during hire.  

SWIMMING POOL - OPENING TIMES 

Charges - Adults £3, Children £1.50, Private Hires £15.  

To book a private hire phone Elsie on 616238. 

Monday Adult lane  6:30-7:10:00 Public session  7:10– 7:50 

Thursday Private hire  6:30-7:10 Public session  7:10-7:50 

Saturday Private hire  2:00-2:40 Public session  2:40-3:20 

OVERSEERS WANTED ! 

 Always looking for reliable overseers for the swimming pool, please! Previous vol-

unteers welcome. Involves taking payment, handing out bands, helping with evacuation 

procedures etc. Contact Mairi Dennison via Facebook messenger or tel 616331. We po-

litely request that parents/guardians whose children use the pool regularly take a turn at 

overseeing, in particular.  

A NOTE FROM THE LIMPET’S EDITOR 

 Please let me know if anything in the Limpet requires updating or deleting. To con-

tact the Limpet send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, 

KW17 2AR”. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Hall
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OUR LADY’S CHAPEL, PIERHEAD 

OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES 

Our Lady's Chapel on the pier is open for public Masses  

with the permission of the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

Mass times are as follows:- 

Sunday & holidays: 11am. Tuesday: 8.00am. All other days: 11.20am 

STRONSAY ON YOUTUBE 

• Bicycle tour of Stronsay in August 2022 (poor audio quality) 

• 59º North 

• Links House, Stronsay: Finding the Mesolithic in Orkney 

• Stronsay, Orkney 

• The mystery of the Stronsay Monster 

• Orkney—living and working 

• 1930’s stone crushing machine in action on Stronsay 

• Stronsay harbour (taken from inside the harbour) 

• Five reasons to visit Stronsay 

GOLGOTHA MONASTERY, PAPA STRONSAY 

DAILY STREAMING BROADCAST 

There is a daily streaming broadcast from Golgotha Monastery, Papa Stronsay. 

http://www.youtube.com/c/TransalpineRedemptorists 

The broadcast runs from 4pm – 5:30pm. Hours shown are approximate. 

4pm - 4:30pm  Short talk by one of the priests. 

4:30pm - 5pm  Recitation of the Rosary. 

5pm - 5:15pm  Saint Patrick’s Breastplate & prayer to Saint Michael. 

5:15pm - 5:30pm Devotions & prayers of the day led by one of the brothers. 

STRONSAY KIRK 

Weekly service at 11am. 
Contact Kirk Secretary elsie.dennison@live.co.uk 

Stronsay kirk’s website: 
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

HANDY EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

Ebenezer Stores stronsaystores@gmail.com 

Olivebank m.williamson1@btconnect.com 

Fishmart café fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com 

For telephone numbers see the back page of this edition. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/KOv6jBTgPTQ
https://www.youtube.com/@59DegreesNorthOrkney
https://youtu.be/JzaDVHnHnIs
https://youtu.be/yAZ5wKppxJY
https://youtu.be/rrVaEL4zfQg
https://youtu.be/ekYtsSubUJ4
https://youtu.be/rOKGUKe-g-4
https://youtu.be/ZCpm4aqKOxQ
https://youtu.be/uaNczikC_vw
http://www.youtube.com/c/TransalpineRedemptorists
mailto:elsie.dennison@live.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Kirk%20website
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaystores@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:m.williamson1@btconnect.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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The Old Manse Bed and Breakfast 

Logie Easter, Kildary 

IV18 0NZ 

 The Old Manse is a listed building dating back to the 1780s set in a large wood-

land garden just off the A9 and commanding far reaching views of the surrounding 

countryside. 

 We are ideally located for those travelling to and from Orkney. The ferry termi-

nals of Gills Bay (Pentland Ferries) and Scrabster (North Link Ferries) are no more 

that 2.5 hours drive with John O’Groats just 2 hours away.  

Ensuite Double and twin rooms  

Tel 01862 842357 Email oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com 

Web www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

REDHOUSE PLANTS MARKET GARDEN 

Seasonal vegetables available daily. Bedding, perennial and vegetable plants. 

Local honey in season according to availability. 

Open 09.00-17.00 Mon-Sat. 

Redhouse, Lower Whitehall, Stronsay. Tel: (01857) 616 377 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com?subject=Limpet
http://www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk
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Traditionally hand-crafted in Stronsay—soaps, solid shampoo bars, conditioner bars and 

balms. Hand-spun and hand-dyed yarns from Orkney fleeces, woven throws, wall-

hangings and more. 

Orkney Star Island Soap, Isles View, Stronsay, Orkney, KW17 2AG. 

Tel: (+44) 01857 616 281 

 Email: info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Web: http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap
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COMMUNITY BUS 

We have now extended the days and service of the bus. 
You can now book the bus between 9:00 and 3:00 Monday-Friday and we can arrange to 

drop/collect at the plane or ferry on request. 
 

Call Mick 616 376 
 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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BAYVIEW TRANSPORT LTD 

Winter Pupil Timetable effective from Wednesday 30th October 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 41 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 233 - November 2024 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

See Stronsay Markets on YouTube https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

“NEIL’S ON WHEELS” 

• All mechanical work undertaken. 

• Tyres 

• ECU/ABS/airbag diagnostic testing 

• Welding specialist 

• MOT prep work 

• Home start 

• Towing service 

MOBILE: 07723 304 260 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

STRONSAY HOTEL & PUB 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593 

From Wednesday 9 October 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

Post Office opening hours . . . . Monday to Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm. Sunday closed all day 
Post collection times . . . . . . . Ebenezer post box 7:30am, Monday to Saturday 
Bank (RBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday 9:30am to 3pm (closed 12-1 lunch), phone 616262 
OIC Special collection. . . . . .  Week Commencing Monday 2 Dec 2024 & 10 Feb 2025 
Stronsay Island Link Office. . . Open on request, email stronsaycc@gmail.com  
SDT Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wood’s Yard 10am - 11am Mon-Fri. Phone 616410 
Sunday service at the Kirk .. . Weekly service at 11am 
Our Lady’s Chapel, pier head Mass: Sun & holidays 11am, Tue 8am, other days 11.20am 
Next mobile library van visit .  https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib 
Weekly rubbish collection .. . . Tuesday (bags out by 8am but not on the night before!) 
Recycling skips nearly full? . .  Send email to recycling@orkney.gov.uk  

Forward scam emails to . . . . .  report@phishing.gov.uk 
Stronsay’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488 

Airy Fairy . . . . . . . . . . .  616231 
Bank (Thursday only) . .  616262 
Community council . . . . 616446 
Companions Club . . . . . . 616352 
Craftship Enterprise . . . . 0778 511 1126 
Doctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Ebenezer Stores . . . . . . . 616339 
Ebenezer Oil Heating . . . 616207 
    or 07500 682 867 
Fish Mart . . . . . . . . . . . .  616401 
Golgotha monastery. . . . 616210 

or contact@the-sons.org 
Hall bookings . . . . . . . . 616263 

or annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 
Highland Fuels . . . . . . . .  01856 873766  
Island Link Officer . . . . . 616475 
Kirk secretary . . . . . . . . .  616238 
Limpet editor . . . . . . . . .  616297 
Medical emergency . . . . 616321 
Neil’s on Wheels . . . . . . 07723 304 260 
Manse . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  616284 
Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Olivebank . . . . . . . . . . . . 616255 
OIC out of hours . . . . . . . 01856 873535 
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . 616499 
Red House Plants . . . . . . 616377 
Registrar . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616239 
Scottish Fuels . . . . . . . . . 01856 873105 
SDT office . . . . . . . . . .  616410 

Silver Darlings . . . . . . . .  616412 
Sinclair Haulage . . . . . . . 600404 
Star Island Soap . . . . . . .  616281 
Stranded seals, etc . . . . . 616207/206/498 
Stronsay Band . . . . . . . . . 616345 
Stronsay Pub & Hotel . . . 616407 
Stronsay school . . . . . . . . 616246 
Stronsay taxi, school  . . . . 616376 or 
   transport, mechanic 07508 884 024 
   diagnostics & repairs 
 
Balfour hospital (24/7). . . 01856 888000 
Water problems (24/7) . .  0800 0778 778 
Electricity  
 general enquiries 0800 048 3516 

(lines open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm) 
 problems (24/7) . . . 0800 300 999 
 power cut (24/7). . . 105 
Police (non urgent) (24/7)101 
Kirkwall Library . . . . . . 01856 873166 
Dentists: 
 Daisybank Clinic . .  01856 870547
 Deyanov Dental . . . 01856 877118 
 Com Dental Service 01856 888258 
 Orkney Dental . . . . 01856 872030 
Vets: 
 Flett & Carmichael . 01856 872859 
 Northvet . . . . . . . . . 01856 873403 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, KW17 2AR”. 

EMERGENCY! POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE or COASTGUARD - dial 999 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Island%20Link%20Officer
https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/R/your-household-collection-service-isles.htm
mailto:recycling@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Stronsay%20recycling%20skips
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk?subject=Phishing%20report
https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488
mailto:contact@the-sons.org?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Community%20hall
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet

