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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 231 - September 2024 

Published after 7pm on the last day of the month 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Thu 30 Oct, the deadline is 7pm on 
that date. Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page of every edition. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Online community engagement event Tue 1 Oct 

Public meeting - Community Council election Mon 7 Oct 

Jewellery workshop Sat/Sun 12/13 Oct 

New Orkney Ferries booking system starts Mon 14 Oct 

Peedie Library in Kirk Hall Mon 21 Oct 

End of British Summer Time, clocks go back 1 hr Sun 27 Oct 

Special refuse collection Mon 28 Oct 

Stronsay Stitchers Thu 31 Oct 

RNLI Halloween Party Fri 1 Nov 

Mobile library van visit Mon 4 Nov 

Bonfire Night & quiz Sat 9 Nov 

Christmas Craft Fair Sat 23 Nov 

Christmas Tree lighting Sat 30 Nov 

Candlelight carols at the kirk Sun 8 Dec 

Hogmanay Dance Tue 31 Dec 

Ferry refit timetable starts Sun 5 Jan 2025 

TIMETABLES 
Loganair - interisland timetable 19 Feb 2024 to 26 Oct 2024 

Orkney Ferries - winter timetable 30 Sep to 3 May 2025 

Orkney Ferries - refit timetable 5 Jan to 8 Mar 2025 

OIC - school holidays 2023-2027 

GP & COMMUNITY NURSE ROSTER 

The latest available roster for the Doctor and the Community Nurse can be found on the 

Stronsay Limpet’s website at https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html 

CLOCKS GO BACK 1 HOUR ON SUNDAY 27 OCTOBER 
 British Summer Time ends at 2am on Sunday 27 October so put your clocks back 

one hour. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
https://loganair-vm-live.big-digital.co.uk/media/xusnzq3s/orkney-inter-isles-summer-2024-timetable.pdf
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/summer-2024-north-isles
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-refit-2025-north-isles
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/meetings-and-events/orkney-schools-calendar/
https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html
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28th September 2024  

The Manse, Stronsay KW17 2AF   KIRK CORNER 

DLocke@churchofscotland.org.uk 

01857 616284 

 

  

 Well its time for me to say farewell to Stronsay. I had a lovely last weekend on the 

island, with the wedding of Bill and Margaret, loads of lovely conversations, a meaning-

ful church service on the Sunday in Stronsay and likewise on Eday on the Monday. And 

in between, visiting the enchanted forest at Blinkbonny and tasting Marion’s wonderful 

apple juice. Then this week I hired a van and came for the day to Stronsay to move our 

remaining belongings, with help from a few friends. There was just time for a lovely 

lunch at Fishmart- thanks John, and get better soon Tara. To rub in how hard it is to leave 

Stronsay, we had wonderful weather and Stronsay looked great as it does so very often! 

How can I leave?  

 But its a time of change; Autumn colours are starting to show through, its getting 

colder, but that must be for the next steps to happen. Change means my son is already 

finding brambles to eat and conkers to play with! Change has negative and positive possi-

bilities- what we do with them is the question.  I said recently in the Orcadian Thursday 

Thought, I was listening to the lovely piece of music, Farewell to Stromness. It’s a simple 

melodic piece by Sir Peter Maxwell Davies who lived in Orkney, which suggests the 

poignant tender feelings one might have leaving on the ferry from Stromness, and indeed 

I felt, leaving Stronsay. Amidst those feelings of leaving, the music also suggests an inner 

peace, which can so often be found in lives of faith. Sir Peter also wrote the music appar-

ently as a protest against proposed mining developments then being considered for near 

Stromness, which ultimately did not happen. Its a pointer that in leaving, there can be 

peace but also a need to keep taking action to speak up or act for the greater good, amidst 

the simple things we do.  

 We were saddened by the recent death of Roy Green, and feel for Beverley and her 

family. Roy was a good man I was privileged to get to know and like and am still im-

pressed he auditioned before Don Revie for Leeds United. Amidst the sadness, I am en-

couraged by the faith Roy had and how he so valued the prayers said for him in church. I 

pray the inner peace of God is felt by Beverley and her family, and others hurting or fac-

ing anxiety.  

 And so I hope the church in Stronsay will continue to be a force for prayer, caring 

support, friendship, action and speaking up to help Stronsay, led by the Spirit of Jesus. 

Amidst change and fear, peace and ways forward can be found providing we also act to 

bring improvement. In that respect, it is going to be a time for change for Orkney Church 

of Scotland congregations as they unite across Orkney under one governing body; a ser-

vice to begin all this is to be held in St. Magnus Cathedral on 1st October to which all are 

welcome. I will be there and look forward to seeing folk. The aim is to let the churches 

change and move forward together, to better meet our communities’ needs, and free up 

local existing congregations to do more by sharing with others across Orkney.  

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:DLocke@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Churches have always had to change, to try and meet the changing needs of their commu-

nities, and now is no different. We hold on to what is right and good for the here and now, 

and we adapt so as to be relevant- that is life ; human beings have always evolved and so 

too must churches, always listening to God’s guidance  

 With faith and prayer, we can indeed go forward and face changes and an uncertain 

future. I pray that the coming together of churches both within the Church of Scotland 

and across denominations, will help church adapt to be more able to get alongside people 

of all ages and help them find what of God they may be seeking. He is the one who has 

helped me find peace and strength to face many changes and hard trials in my life, and 

helped me become more than I would have been, and can guide us all whatever we face 

ahead, if we let Him.  

 I will be continuing as a Director of the national body organising Street Pastors in 

Scotland; Street Pastors are churches coming together around the country, of all denomi-

nations, to listen, care and help, and are welcomed by police , councils, ambulances and 

hospitals, schools, and especially by ordinary people out there in need, They do it prayer-

fully as Christians but do not bible-bash- just helping as Jesus did, and his spirit guides 

Christians today.. I pray Stronsay Kirk continues to do that for Stronsay in the years to 

come  

 It may take a bit of time before a replacement for me is elected by the congregation. 

Nonetheless, an Orkney church minister told me how well the church in Stronsay is doing 

in ordinary church folk sharing in leading services- I hope that will continue. But they 

need support. - someone from Shetland is coming to take a service soon- partly through a 

Stronsay person’s encouragement. So if you hear of someone who might help the church 

in coming months do let a church leader know. In the meantime, Rev Stella Campbell, a 

senior official of the regional supervisory body of the church, the Presbytery Clerk for 

North East and Northern Isles, is coming out briefly on Sunday to Stronsay to hear peo-

ple’s thoughts about the future of the church here, and the perspective from the North 

isles. Stronsay matters! 

 Thank you everybody for all your kindness to me and my family over the past 3+ 

years Thank you very much Stronsay for all you have given me and my family- I wish I 

could have done more for you.  

May God bless you all. David Rev. David I W Locke. MA M.Sc., BD  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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ORKNEY FERRIES—NEW BOOKING SYSTEM 

 Orkney Ferries will introduce a new on-line booking system on Monday 14 October: 

https://book.orkneyferries.co.uk.  

 You will have to register and create an account on the new system even if you have 

already registered and created an account on the old system. Please note that when adding 

a mobile phone number to your new account you must delete all spaces: 

i.e. 01234 567890 becomes +441234567890. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://book.orkneyferries.co.uk
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WEDDING 
 Bill Hodgson and Margaret McAnally got married in Stronsay’s kirk on Saturday 14 

September. Rev David Locke officiated. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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JOBS ON STRONSAY 

Senior youth worker https://myjobscotland.gov.uk/397222 

General youth worker https://myjobscotland.gov.uk/397227 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://myjobscotland.gov.uk/397222
https://myjobscotland.gov.uk/397227
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Records of a Bygone Age 

Flag fences, ditches and dry-stone dykes 
Part 2 – Experiments and enclosures 

 

  Last month we left Stronsay’s agricultural future in the hands of the newly formed Agricultural 

Society but it seems that even before Rev Anderson’s 1795 Statistical Account and the formation of 

Stronsay’s Agricultural Society in 1783, some of the more forward thinking landowners had already 

been prepared to invest some of their new kelp-generated wealth into the land. 

 The first we hear of is Thomas Balfour of Huip, who closed off 50 acres at Linksness to make a 

grain farm. This peninsula, with accessible shores all round and an abundance of seaweed washed ashore 

by winter gales, enabled him to fertilise the land with copious amounts of this seaweed to try to increase 

its fertility but his project was to fail miserably. One of the reasons for this failure appeared to be that 

much of the land had previously been stripped of its top fibrous turf for fuel, a common practice when 

there was no peat available. Added to this was the desire to follow past local practice of having the land 

permanently growing grain, with no crop rotation in place to rest the ground. Also, as Thomas spent 

most of his time at his townhouse in Kirkwall, his reliance on an inexperienced manager/tenant to carry 

the project through only added to his problems. Undeterred, Thomas tried again by enclosing an area of 

around 50 acres on the side of the hill near Huip with faelie dykes, again aiming to have the area cropped 

continually with grain. Although this land was originally in better heart, there was no easy access to sea-

weed or other fertiliser and again his plans failed. 

 A document in the Archives detailing some of Thomas Balfour’s finances shows that, by 1795, 

rent arrears of £4,700 had been accumulated by one Edward Sinclair as tenant of Huip, and perhaps a 

part of the failure of the grain enterprise may have to be laid at his door. 

 

 
 

The land on the little peninsula of Linksness, where Thomas Balfour attempted to establish a grain farm. 

With easily accessible shores all around there would have been an ample supply of seaweed to boost the 

soil’s fertility but the experiment failed. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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It seems that other enterprises were more successful as, turning again to Rev Anderson, we find 

that:  

 

 

‘Robert Laing, another merchant in Kirkwall, did also purchase an estate lying partly in Stronsay 

and partly in Eday, about 24 years ago. He gave some encouragement to his tenants in North Strynzie 

and Stronsay to make improvements; this he did by engaging to pay part of the expenses of inclosing 

certain parcels of the farm with stone dykes. These materials being more valuable than turf, and the 

grounds thus enclosed of a superior quality to such as were inclosed by Mr Balfour, rendered the benefits 

thus arising from including grass fields greater and more permanent. This tenant indeed, in some degree, 

perhaps, by the example and advice of his neighbour the minister, began lately to include a few acres of 

laboured land, which he intends to prepare, without delay, for laying down with grass seeds for hay and 

pasture.’ [Note: the minister showing the example and giving advice would have been Rev Anderson 

himself!]  

 

This tenant was Edward Chalmers and, although he had been enclosing some of his fields with 

stone dykes, it seems that this 8 or 9 acre field of his best land was still enclosed by means of faelie 

dykes. The main purpose of this trial was apparently to grow a better quality grass for the production of 

grass seed to be  sown on the lands he was in the process of reclaiming from rough pasture and hill. 

 The Robert Laing mentioned above had a family of at least 16 and, by the time of his death 

in 1803, his son Malcolm owned South Strenzie and son Samuel was the proprietor of Rothiesholm 

while another son, Gilbert, owned Papa Stronsay. 

 It seems that these sons all shared their father’s enthusiasm for progressive agriculture, with 

200 acres recorded as being put to the plough at Malcolm Laing’s farm of Hunton (part of South Stren-

zie) by his tenant Donald Hume. 

 On Papa Stronsay too, famed for its fertility and grain growing capacity since it was first col-

onised by monks some 1,000 years earlier, Gilbert’s tenant was steadily ploughing out some of the best 

land and enclosing it with drystone dykes. 

  Meanwhile Samuel, the same Samuel Laing who was later to be the instigator of the herring 

fishing industry in Stronsay, was also putting plans in place to improve both his property and the lot of 

his tenants. He had acquired the Rothiesholm estate through a relative and had, it was said, broken out 

and enclosed 100 acres of hill ground there. Whether this enclosure was by turf and earth wall or stone 

dyke isn’t clear.  

 By now the greater part of the in-by land was regularly under the plough, growing grain or 

better-quality grass grown from seed. Much of the land which lay outside the hill dykes though still lay 

as it had for centuries, growing only rough natural grass and heath interspersed by clumps of heather, 

and it was to this land that the more progressive farmers were now turning their attention. 

(continued on next page) 
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Murdoch Mackenzie’s map of 1750 showing parish boundaries as a row 

of ‘x’s and some of the hill dykes as dotted lines. 

 Returning again to Rev Anderson’s 1795 report, he states that on some of the larger farms a 

number of substantial stone dykes had been erected within the last few years. 

  Strangely, in P Neil’s 1806 visit to Stronsay recorded in his ‘Tour Through some of the Is-

lands of Orkney and Shetland’ he made no mention of these fields enclosed by dykes. There were stone 

enclosures that did catch his eye though, which he recorded:  

 

‘Upon the shores of Stronsa I first saw the small inclosures for raising cabbage plants called 

planty-cruies. They are merely little square pens, or bughts, inclosed by a dry-stone wall; black mould, 

or more frequently a mixture of clay and ashes, is laid on the inclosed area, and here cabbage plants are 

raised, to be set out in the spring. These planty-cruies are always situated on the flattest part of the shore 

close by the sea, where frost is best avoided.’ 

 

(continued on next page) 
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In another report of a visit to Stronsay, this time by Rev Dr Barry in 1808, he records that: 

 

‘Agriculture is in much the same state as in other places. One exception ought to be noticed. A 

female proprietor has had spirit to bring a man from England to inclose and improve such of the waste 

lands on her estate as were before of little utility. The attempt is unquestionably laudable, and merits the 

thanks of every friend to improvement; but how far it may succeed, or whether it be conducted with the 

skill necessary to secure success, are points which time alone can determine.’  

 

 Sadly, there is no indication who this proprietor may have been so we are left to ponder 

whether this may have been spinster sisters Helen and Barbara Fea who took on the running of the Airy 

estate upon the death of their father Patrick in 1796. Another contender could be the widow or possibly 

the daughter of Thomas Balfour of Huip, who had died in 1787. We are told later that 350 acres were 

reclaimed at Huip within a period of fifteen years, although there is no indication of which years this re-

fers to. 

  We now return once more to Malcolm Laing, the proprietor of South Strenzie which would 

have included Clestrain, Hunton, Whitehall and the whole of the area where the Village now stands. He 

was probably the laird most renowned for his introduction of new ideas and farming practices both in 

Stronsay and on his estates at Stove in Sanday. He and his younger brother Samuel were among the first 

to give complete freedom from forced service to their tenants and cottars and it was Malcolm who exper-

imented with the introduction of Merino sheep to Orkney, one of his less successful ventures. He died in 

1818, leaving his properties to Samuel. Samuel, who himself had been making improvements on his 

Rothiesholm estate, sold that Rothiesholm estate soon after to concentrate his time and money on the 

estates left him by his brother.  

  By 1822 he was well advanced with ploughing out the lands between Whitehall and Hunton 

and enclosing the fields with stone dykes, much to the displeasure of the Established Church minister at 

the time, Rev John Simpson. Rev Simpson’s Manse was located in that area, and his only source of wa-

ter was the Bleaching Well at the Ayre of the Myres, owned by Samuel Laing. It seems that during these 

improvements to the farm, the roads and access to this well had been destroyed by ploughing and the 

building of dykes to partition off the fields. Rev Simpson, who felt he had a right to the water from this 

well and was being denied open access to it apparently considered taking Mr Laing to court to gain a 

right of servitude to the well. On seeking a legal opinion, he was advised that, although he would proba-

bly win a court battle to gain access to the well, this would be expensive and it was suggested that, as Mr 

Laing was one of the wealthier Heritors of his church, every attempt should be made to reach an amica-

ble agreement. It seems diplomacy must have won the day as no more is heard of this dispute. 

The site of the Bleaching Well, where Rev Simpson’s free access to the well was 

obstructed by the newly built dykes. This is the site of the present-day pumping  

station which provides Stronsay’s mains water supply. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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 Staying with Rev Simpson for a moment, his Manse was the same one which had been occu-

pied by Rev Anderson some 40 years earlier and which the good Reverend had declared totally unsuita-

ble accommodation for a minister, threatening to take the Heritors to court over the matter.  

 Although there is no record of Rev Simpson being unhappy with his accommodation, we 

learn that in 1834 the Heritors, perhaps finally paying some heed to Rev Anderson’s demands 50 years 

previously, took decisive action. Whether they were feeling blessed by the high prices achieved in what 

had been a boom period for their kelp or grateful for  a period of good prices for their agricultural pro-

duce they proceeded to build a most impressive and capacious three storey Manse, complete with a 

range of ‘offices’ (outhouses and farm buildings) suitable for the farming of the Glebe land. Not satisfied 

with that, they enclosed the glebe fields with dry stone dykes of the highest quality, complete with stone 

gate pillars that wouldn’t have looked out of place at a mansion house. This must have pleased Rev 

Simpson greatly as it seems he was a keen farmer and, like many of his ilk who farmed their glebe lands 

(including his predecessor Rev Anderson) was an enthusiastic agricultural reformer.  

 

Top centre is Rev Simpson’s manse, now known as the Old Manse, surrounded by the drystone 

dyke enclosed fields where Rev Simpson farmed so successfully. 

 

 Some years later his farming prowess was to attract the attention of a visitor to the island 

who recorded in a report in the John o’ Groat’s Journal dated 30th November 1849 that: 

 

‘The lands of Strenzie are well inclosed and well farmed, and the glebe of the clergyman situated in this 

district is quite a gem - so highly cultivated and everywhere showing abundance and substantiality. This 

gentleman has improved a very extensive portion of waste land behind his manse, and the fine crops of 

all kinds gave ample evidence of the high capabilities of the soil, as well as judicious management. Such 

an example as is here set must have had its influence, and must yet tell for good on the farming popula-

tion of Stronsay.’ 

 

Part 3 will be in next month’s Limpet 

Ian Cooper 

September 2024 

 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 24 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 231 - September 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 25 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 231 - September 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 26 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 231 - September 2024 

MOBILE LIBRARY VAN VISITS 2024 

4 November  

For further information go to web page https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library, 

send an email to library@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 01856 873166.  

Stronsay Stitchers - Thursday 31
st
 October 

7.00pm-9.00-pm, Church Hall, £2.00/person 

We are an informal group meeting monthly doing our own stitchy things. You can bring 

any project you’re working on such as crochet, needlework, knitting etc. Everyone wel-

come. 

 

 

Christmas Craft Fair Saturday 23rd November 

For more information or to book a table please contact Simone on 616 281  

or PM Facebook. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Mobile-Calendar-2024-A4.pdf
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library
mailto:library@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20van%20-%20Stronsay
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STRONSAY MEN’S SHED 

 The Stronsay Men’s Shed have their own Facebook page up and running now, if you 

would like to contact them direct please do pm them.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680 

STRONSAY CHESS CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meets from 12 to 2pm every Friday in the Fishmart Café 

Chess sets provided 

DONNA BLYTH EDUCATION SERVICES 

Donna Blyth BA Hons, MEd, PGCE, SQH, CPT3A, CELTA  

Email: donnablyth@outlook.com  

Tel: 01857 616242 / 07852 805780  

  

Tuition in English Language, English Literature, EAL and Literacy for learners of all 

abilities from age 5 - adult  

£25.00 per hour for 1:1 tuition  

£45.00 per hour for groups of 2 or more depending on requirements (max 4)  

 Tuition in clarinet performance and music theory up to grade 5  

£15 per 30min lesson for 1:1 tuition  

 Assessment for Applications for Examination Access Arrangements  

Assessments and reports for EHCP and Coordinated Support Plan applications  

I am GTCS, DBS and PVG Scheme registered.  

I have valid, current Safeguarding and Prevent certification  

References available if required  

 All enquiries and services provided are treated in confidence as far as possible and ac-

cording to KCSIE legislation 2023  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680


 

Page 28 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 231 - September 2024 

FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 29 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 231 - September 2024 

PROPERTY FOR SALE 
Dunera, Lower Whitehall Road, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

A detached bungalow (period 1920-60s) with garden and parking space. 

Comprising huge sitting room sea facing, kitchen/diner, 4 bedrooms, shower room & hall 

(167 sq. metres) plus 4 sq. metre porch.  

Habitable but needs upgrading or project development. 

Oil fired central heating with multi fuel stove in living room.  

Water, phone connected.  

SEPA for up to 6 residents. 

Council Tax C. 

Primary energy indicator 288 kWh. 

£5736 over 3 years. Energy Efficiency Band E (44) – Scottish average is Band D - 60 

Environmental Band F (37) – Scottish average band D - 59 

Interest invited. Not currently with external agent. 

Viewing by advanced appointment only. Flexible entry date. 

Offers invited above £130k. Finance options from seller. 

Leo Martini-Brown 

lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk 

VAN AVAILABLE FOR CHARITY WORK 

 The Pomona Prefect logo peedie red van is available for charity work on the island if 

anyone needs a man and a van and wants to help the island reach the target. Saturdays ser-

vice and cost for this is suggested as £10 per hour min donation for half hour units. All to 

the Stronsay Defib fund. No live animals, persons transported or dirty, sloppy stuff car-

ried. Limited load and not a taxi service. This is a temporary thing to raise money and not 

a challenge to any services on the island. Call Mick for all taxi work and Sinclair Haulage 

for freight! 

 Also, if anyone needs their car karcher jet washed and vaccuming and then can do at 

Ellerslie as you pass for a donation to same Defib Fund. Cost is £10 per basic body wash 

and wheels rinsed and boot/inside vacced. Limited to cars. No monster trucks, panel vans, 

lorries or camper vans sorry. 

 This charity service will be hopefully available until there are enough defib ma-

chines in position with the people trained to cover us all 24/7. Availability is limited to 

Saturdays. 

 Any questions and to book give me a call.  

 Nicandro J. Porcelli, Ellerslie. Telephone or text to - 07732 276046 

FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

RECYCLED CARDBOARD LOGS 

 The recycling centre has plenty of recycled cardboard logs. They are a bargain at on-

ly £7.00 for 30 logs. Available at the recycling centre or call Viv on 207.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet%20-%20Sale%20of%20Dunera
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 Why not hire the Stronsay Community hall? We have a kitchen and fully licensed 

bar, with two large halls and a small meeting room; perfect for weddings, parties, games, 

meetings and much more! 

• Disco equipment 

• Table tennis 

• Badminton 

• Air hockey  

• Pool Table 

 For more information & bookings contact Anne-Maree Carter 

email 

annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

 

Rooms for hire from only £2 per hour plus hydro charge.  

Adult supervision (over 18) must be present during hire.  

SWIMMING POOL - OPENING TIMES 

Charges - Adults £3, Children £1.50, Private Hires £15.  

To book a private hire phone Elsie on 616238. 

Monday Adult lane  6:30-7:10:00 Public session  7:10– 7:50 

Thursday Private hire  6:30-7:10 Public session  7:10-7:50 

Saturday Private hire  2:00-2:40 Public session  2:40-3:20 

OVERSEERS WANTED ! 

 Always looking for reliable overseers for the swimming pool, please! Previous vol-

unteers welcome. Involves taking payment, handing out bands, helping with evacuation 

procedures etc. Contact Mairi Dennison via Facebook messenger or tel 616331. We po-

litely request that parents/guardians whose children use the pool regularly take a turn at 

overseeing, in particular.  

A NOTE FROM THE LIMPET’S EDITOR 

 Please let me know if anything in the Limpet requires updating or deleting. To con-

tact the Limpet send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, 

KW17 2AR”. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Hall
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OUR LADY’S CHAPEL, PIERHEAD 

OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES 

Our Lady's Chapel on the pier is open for public Masses  

with the permission of the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

Mass times are as follows:- 

Sunday & holidays: 11am. Tuesday: 8.00am. All other days: 11.20am 

STRONSAY ON YOUTUBE 

• Bicycle tour of Stronsay in August 2022 (poor audio quality) 

• 59º North 

• Links House, Stronsay: Finding the Mesolithic in Orkney 

• Stronsay, Orkney 

• The mystery of the Stronsay Monster 

• Orkney—living and working 

• 1930’s stone crushing machine in action on Stronsay 

• Stronsay harbour (taken from inside the harbour) 

• Five reasons to visit Stronsay 

GOLGOTHA MONASTERY, PAPA STRONSAY 

DAILY STREAMING BROADCAST 

There is a daily streaming broadcast from Golgotha Monastery, Papa Stronsay. 

http://www.youtube.com/c/TransalpineRedemptorists 

The broadcast runs from 4pm – 5:30pm. Hours shown are approximate. 

4pm - 4:30pm  Short talk by one of the priests. 

4:30pm - 5pm  Recitation of the Rosary. 

5pm - 5:15pm  Saint Patrick’s Breastplate & prayer to Saint Michael. 

5:15pm - 5:30pm Devotions & prayers of the day led by one of the brothers. 

STRONSAY KIRK 

Weekly service at 11am. 
Minister—Rev David Locke, phone 616284. 

Stronsay kirk’s website: 
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

HANDY EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

Ebenezer Stores stronsaystores@gmail.com 

Olivebank m.williamson1@btconnect.com 

Fishmart café fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com 

For telephone numbers see the back page of this edition. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/KOv6jBTgPTQ
https://www.youtube.com/@59DegreesNorthOrkney
https://youtu.be/JzaDVHnHnIs
https://youtu.be/yAZ5wKppxJY
https://youtu.be/rrVaEL4zfQg
https://youtu.be/ekYtsSubUJ4
https://youtu.be/rOKGUKe-g-4
https://youtu.be/ZCpm4aqKOxQ
https://youtu.be/uaNczikC_vw
http://www.youtube.com/c/TransalpineRedemptorists
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaystores@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:m.williamson1@btconnect.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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The Old Manse Bed and Breakfast 

Logie Easter, Kildary 

IV18 0NZ 

 The Old Manse is a listed building dating back to the 1780s set in a large wood-

land garden just off the A9 and commanding far reaching views of the surrounding 

countryside. 

 We are ideally located for those travelling to and from Orkney. The ferry termi-

nals of Gills Bay (Pentland Ferries) and Scrabster (North Link Ferries) are no more 

that 2.5 hours drive with John O’Groats just 2 hours away.  

Ensuite Double and twin rooms  

Tel 01862 842357 Email oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com 

Web www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

REDHOUSE PLANTS MARKET GARDEN 

Seasonal vegetables available daily. Bedding, perennial and vegetable plants. 

Local honey in season according to availability. 

Open 09.00-17.00 Mon-Sat. 

Redhouse, Lower Whitehall, Stronsay. Tel: (01857) 616 377 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com?subject=Limpet
http://www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk
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Traditionally hand-crafted in Stronsay—soaps, solid shampoo bars, conditioner bars and 

balms. Hand-spun and hand-dyed yarns from Orkney fleeces, woven throws, wall-

hangings and more. 

Orkney Star Island Soap, Isles View, Stronsay, Orkney, KW17 2AG. 

Tel: (+44) 01857 616 281 

 Email: info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Web: http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap
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COMMUNITY BUS 

We have now extended the days and service of the bus. 
You can now book the bus between 9:00 and 3:00 Monday-Friday and we can arrange to 

drop/collect at the plane or ferry on request. 
 

Call Mick 616 376 
 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

See Stronsay Markets on YouTube https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU


 

Page 39 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 231 - September 2024 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 40 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 231 - September 2024 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

“NEIL’S ON WHEELS” 

• All mechanical work undertaken. 

• Tyres 

• ECU/ABS/airbag diagnostic testing 

• Welding specialist 

• MOT prep work 

• Home start 

• Towing service 

MOBILE: 07723 304 260 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

STRONSAY HOTEL & PUB 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593 

From Wednesday 9 October 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593


 

Page 42 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 231 - September 2024 

STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

As from 25 March 2024, the following have been confirmed as members of Stronsay 

Community Council:- 

 

Dominic BLYTH    St. Catherines, Stronsay, KW17 2AN 

       tel: 616242 

       email: saniman@live.co.uk 

 

Shane HOURSTON   Housebay Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AJ 

       tel: 07593965600  

       email: s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk 

 

David LOCKE     Church of Scotland Manse, Stronsay, KW17 2AF 

       tel: 07776448301   

       email: dlocke@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Leonardo MARTINI-BROWN Brynley Cottage, 12 Whitehall, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

       email: lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk 

 

James SEATON    Thorfinn, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

       tel: 07470111871 

       email: safehandsno_1@hotmail.com 

 

Damian STOUT    Linksness, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Vice Chair     tel: 616258 

       email: damienstout@btinternet.com 

 

Shirley WHITEMAN   St. John’s Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Chair      tel: 616438 

       email: shirleywhiteman@icloud.com 

 

 

The role of a Community Councillor is to ensure that they work for the best interests of 

the whole community and remain representative of, and accountable to, the represented 

community. 

 

If you have a community related issue that you wish to bring to the attention of the Com-

munity Council, please contact any of the above members, or the Clerk, tel: 616446 

email: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 

  

CMc 

25 March 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:STRONSAY%20COMMUNITY%20COUNCIL?subject=SCC
mailto:s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dlocke@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:safehandsno_1@hotmail.com?subject=SCC
mailto:damienstout@btinternet.com?subject=SCC
mailto:shirleywhiteman@icloud.com?subject=SCC
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

Post Office opening hours . . . . Monday to Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm. Sunday closed all day 
Post collection times . . . . . . . Ebenezer post box 7:30am, Monday to Saturday 
Bank (RBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday 9:30am to 3pm (closed 12-1 lunch), phone 616262 
OIC Special collection. . . . . .  Week Commencing Monday 28 Oct, 2 Dec & 10 Feb 2025 
Stronsay Island Link Office. . . Open on request, email stronsaycc@gmail.com  
SDT Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wood’s Yard 10am - 11am Mon-Fri. Phone 616410 
Sunday service at the Kirk .. . Weekly service at 11am 
Our Lady’s Chapel, pier head Mass: Sun & holidays 11am, Tue 8am, other days 11.20am 
Next mobile library van visit .  https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib 
Weekly rubbish collection .. . . Tuesday (bags out by 8am but not on the night before!) 
Recycling skips nearly full? . .  Send email to recycling@orkney.gov.uk  

Forward scam emails to . . . . .  report@phishing.gov.uk 
Stronsay’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488 

Airy Fairy . . . . . . . . . . .  616231 
Bank (Thursday only) . .  616262 
Community council . . . . 616446 
Companions Club . . . . . . 616352 
Craftship Enterprise . . . . 0778 511 1126 
Doctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Ebenezer Stores . . . . . . . 616339 
Ebenezer Oil Heating . . . 616207 
    or 07500 682 867 
Fish Mart . . . . . . . . . . . .  616401 
Golgotha monastery. . . . 616210 

or contact@the-sons.org 
Hall bookings . . . . . . . . 616263 

or annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 
Highland Fuels . . . . . . . .  01856 873766  
Island Link Officer . . . . . 616475 
Kirk secretary . . . . . . . . .  616238 
Limpet editor . . . . . . . . .  616297 
Medical emergency . . . . 616321 
Neil’s on Wheels . . . . . . 07723 304 260 
Manse . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  616284 
Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Olivebank . . . . . . . . . . . . 616255 
OIC out of hours . . . . . . . 01856 873535 
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . 616499 
Red House Plants . . . . . . 616377 
Registrar . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616239 
Scottish Fuels . . . . . . . . . 01856 873105 
SDT office . . . . . . . . . .  616410 

Silver Darlings . . . . . . . .  616412 
Sinclair Haulage . . . . . . . 600404 
Star Island Soap . . . . . . .  616281 
Stranded seals, etc . . . . . 616207/206/498 
Stronsay Band . . . . . . . . . 616345 
Stronsay Pub & Hotel . . . 616407 
Stronsay school . . . . . . . . 616246 
Stronsay taxi, school  . . . . 616376 or 
 transport, mechanic  07508 884 024 
 diagnostics & repairs 
 
Balfour hospital (24/7). . . 01856 888000 
Water problems (24/7) . .  0800 0778 778 
Electricity  
 general enquiries 0800 048 3516 

(lines open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm) 
 problems (24/7) . . . 0800 300 999 
 power cut (24/7). . . 105 
Police (non urgent) (24/7)101 
Kirkwall Library . . . . . . 01856 873166 
Dentists: 
 Daisybank Clinic . .  01856 870547
 Deyanov Dental . . . 01856 877118 
 Com Dental Service 01856 888258 
 Orkney Dental . . . . 01856 872030 
Vets: 
 Flett & Carmichael . 01856 872859 
 Northvet . . . . . . . . . 01856 873403 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, KW17 2AR”. 

EMERGENCY! POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE or COASTGUARD - dial 999 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Island%20Link%20Officer
https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/R/your-household-collection-service-isles.htm
mailto:recycling@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Stronsay%20recycling%20skips
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk?subject=Phishing%20report
https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488
mailto:contact@the-sons.org?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Community%20hall
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet

