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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 229 - July 2024 

Published after 7pm on the last day of the month 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Sat 31 Aug, the deadline is 7pm on 
that date. Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page of every edition. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Fishmart café shut Sun 4 Aug 

Free archaeology skills workshop (online) Wed 7 Aug & Wed 14 Aug 

Stronsay’s Massive Weekend! Fri, Sat, Sun 16, 17, 18 Aug 

Stronsay Stitchers Thu 29 Aug 

Stronsay SWRI centenary Sat 7 Sep 

Science of Superheroes Tue 10 Sep 

Bingo Sat 28 Sep 

Bonfire Night & quiz Sat 9 Nov 

Christmas Craft Fair Sat 23 Nov 

Christmas Tree lighting Sat 30 Nov 

Hogmanay Dance Tue 31 Dec 

TIMETABLES 
Stronsay’s Massive Weekend 16-18 Aug—Ferry timetable 

Loganair - interisland timetable 19 Feb 2024 to 26 Oct 2024 

Orkney Ferries - summer timetable 5 May 2024 to 29 Sep 2024 

Orkney Ferries - Summer Excursions 2024 

OIC - school holidays 2023-2027 

COMPANIONS GROUP 

 Meets on Wednesday 7, 14, 21, 28 August in the Fishmart Café at 2pm for a cuppa 

& cake whilst chatting and catching up with the news. 

GP & COMMUNITY NURSE ROSTER 

The latest available roster for the Doctor and the Community Nurse can be found on the 

Stronsay Limpet’s website at https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html 

A KINDLY REMINDER FROM GERAMOUNT SURGERY 
 We understand that on occasions you cannot attend your booked appointment at the 

surgery, but if for whatever reason you cannot attend your appointment, could we please 

ask that you inform the surgery as soon as possible. This then allows the appointment to 

be given to another patient. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/site/assets/files/1294/stronsay_massive_weekend_17_18_aug.pdf
https://loganair-vm-live.big-digital.co.uk/media/xusnzq3s/orkney-inter-isles-summer-2024-timetable.pdf
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/summer-2024-north-isles
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/summer-2024-excursions-timetable
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/T/term_holiday_and_closure_dates.htm
https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html
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STRONSAY’S MASSIVE 

WEEKEND 

CRAFT  SALE 
 Sunday 18th August 2024 

 1.00pm – 4.00pm 

Stronsay Community Hall 

Teas ~ bakes ~ raffle 

 

 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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UNMASKED: THE SCIENCE OF SUPERHEROES 

Coming to Stronsay 10th September! 

Booking link for this free event here:  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/booking/t-jzpyprj 

 OISF is thrilled to present "Unmasked: The Science of Superheroes" roadshow at 

this year's Orkney International Science Festival, thanks to fantastic support from the 

Institute of Physics Public Engagement Grant and Stagecoach. 

 Join as four researchers from the The University of Central Lancashire (UCLan) 

reveal the scientific truths behind our favourite comic book heroes and blockbuster 

movie icons. They will be visiting Sanday, Stronsay, Westray, and Shapinsay, with an 

exciting Kirkwall performance at the Orkney Theatre and they will take part in the Fes-

tival’s Family Day, which this year will be in the Pickaquoy Centre. 

 This unique initiative, powered by the Institute Of Physics and Stagecoach, brings 

together the exciting world of superheroes and the real-world science discoveries and 

innovations, sparking inspiration in both young minds and adults. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/booking/t-jzpyprj
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(Continued on next page) 

STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

DRAFT AIR & FERRY TIMETABLES 

FOR STRONSAY – SUMMER 2025 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

 Should you have any comments on these timetables, which are proposed for next 

summer (2025), please contact your Community Council transport representative, Shane 

Hourston, as soon as possible and prior to Friday 9 August 2024. 

 Comments can also be sent to the Community Council Team , Democratic Services 

communitycouncils@orkney.gov.uk (01856) 873535 ext 2264 or directly to Transporta-

tion Services transport@orkney.gov.uk. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:communitycouncils@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Draft%20timetables%202025
mailto:transport@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Draft%20timetables%202025
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30th July 2024  

The Manse,  Stronsay KW17 2AF KIRK CORNER 

DLocke@churchofscotland.org.uk 

01857 616284 

 

 It’s the time of the Paris Olympics, and already  there have been some great achieve-

ments, and some disasters, yet even amidst failure some have shown a wonderful spirit 

that can inspire us and maybe help us cope- we may not get to be an athlete but we can 

find something of their spirit to keep going.  

 Different athletes have different ways to find strength  or inner calm for the right 

moment.  Adam Peaty is one who showed great calm after his big swimming event de-

spite only missing gold by a fingernail, which would have made him an all-time great. He 

is someone who says his Christian faith gives him the mental strength and calm to cope 

and helped him recover from a period of mental despair, especially through finding ac-

ceptance and love, but also through prayer.  And its something we can find also. 

 The Paris Olympics also marks the 100th anniversary of 

the great Scottish Olympic champion [and Scottish rugby in-

ternationalist] Eric Liddell, who was immortalised  in the film 

Chariots of Fire. 

 Eric won gold at the 1924 Paris Olympics but not at his 

chosen race. He  was a committed Christian and refused to 

run on a Sunday (the Christian Sabbath), with the conse-

quence that he was forced to withdraw from the 100 metres 

race, his best event, and switch belatedly to run in the 400 metres in which he was not ex-

pected to win. He not only won the race, but broke the existing world record.  

  He later became a missionary in China, and during WW2 

was captured and imprisoned in a Japanese prison of war camp 

for a long period. It was harsh but Eric’s spirit helped others 

get through. 

 A fellow prisoner  recorded "Looking back, one can real-

ise how very much we all owed to Eric's unconquerable spirit. 

We were often dismayed and sometimes daunted, but Eric's 

calm confidence, his readiness to undertake any responsibility or distasteful work, and his 

utter fearlessness, based on a simple but all-pervading faith in God, who had called him 

to the work, were our mainstay and sheet anchor in time of trouble. They will remember 

him in China for his ready smile, his warm friendliness and sincerity, and for the vital 

faith which made him untiring and fearless, and which inspired Chinese and foreign alike 

with renewed strength and confidence" Incidentally in prison, he broke his own sabbath 

rule, to help children run and play on Sundays, as his overriding priority was to love God 

and his neighbours.  

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:DLocke@churchofscotland.org.uk
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 A fellow prisoner described Eric's secret power : " 

Every morning about 6 am with curtains tightly drawn, to 

keep in the shining of our peanut-oil lamp, lest the prowling 

sentries should think someone was trying to escape, he used 

to climb out of his top bunk, past sleeping  dormitory ma-

tes. Then, he and another would read, pray, think about the 

day's duties, and  note what should be done. Eric was a man 

of prayer not only at set times....he talked to God all the time, naturally: his life was 

grounded in God , in faith and trust." 

 You might easily say well its all right for him he was a strong man- its not so easy 

for the rest of us.  And yet a colleague of Eric's in China, said of him that he was "the 

most remarkable example in my experience of a man of average ability and talents devel-

oping those talents to an amazing degree ..through the power of the Holy Spirit. ” Lid-

del’s faith was not miraculous, but based on a lifetime of disciplined prayer and bible 

study, and ordinary faithful service to his neighbours, which inspired those around him.  

So perhaps we can all hope to be a little more Liddell-like? And find something of his 

strength and spirit to keep going when its hard-  open to helping others and finding 

strength  , and spirit by taking time to let God into our lives?   

 My time here formally finishes on 6th October, but I will be away for times before 

then. If I can help anyone in any way before I go, please do ask. I do  not have the ability 

of Eric Liddell, but I can share with you what I can of his faithful service and inspiration.  

 May God bless you. 

 

David    Rev David I W Locke.  MA M.Sc., BD 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Chair: Shirley Whiteman Vice Chair: Damian Stout 

 

CONSULTATION – WATER SAFETY QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

 A Safety and Resilience Officer from Orkney Islands Council Neighbourhood Ser-

vices and Infrastructure invites members of Stronsay’s local community to participate in a 

consultation on the development of a water safety policy. 

 You may be aware that Orkney Islands Council, as part of its membership within the 

Partnership Approach to Water Safety (PAWS) Group, is carrying out research into activi-

ties conducted within Orkney’s waters and coastline and what levels of safety equipment, 

and awareness, already exist or could be introduced. 

 The following link will take you to an online questionnaire, where you can provide 

feedback, and give you the opportunity to share your views on water safety within the 

county. 

 The questionnaire will only take a few minutes to complete and has a deadline of 11 

August 2024. 

 The online questionnaire can be accessed here – https://forms.office.com/e/

PhBe0havyS 

 If you are unable to use the online form and would like a hard copy of the question-

naire, which once completed should be posted to the Safety and Resilience Team, OIC, 

School Place, Kirkwall, KW15 1NY, please contact the Stronsay Island Link Office, tel: 

616446 or email: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 Thank you for your assistance. 

 

Colin McAlpine 

Stronsay Island Link Officer 

11 July 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/PhBe0havyS
https://forms.office.com/e/PhBe0havyS
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Chair: Shirley Whiteman      Vice Chair: Damian Stout 

SSEN –  £3m Community Fund 

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN), the Distribution Network Operator 
for central southern England and the north of Scotland, is now welcoming applications to 
its new Powering Communities to Net Zero fund. 
The new Powering Communities to Net Zero (PCNZ) fund is a successor to the previous 
Resilient Communities Fund, which has awarded over £5m to around 700 projects in the 
past nine years. The new fund will run annually from now, concluding in Spring 2028. 
More than £3m in grants will be awarded during this time. This fund will support com-
munities during prolonged power interruptions caused by storms, aid their ability to cope 
in periods of severe weather, and will now also support the adoption of new low-carbon 
technologies by non-profit organisations. 
The new fund explained: 
The fund is split into two categories; community-led physical and environmental resili-
ence, and Low Carbon Technology (LCTs). 
The new community-led physical and environmental resilience grants. 

Half of the £3m funding will be available over the next four years to enable commu-
nities to apply for grants that will bolster physical and environmental resilience 
measures. Further details of the criteria are found in the fund guidance and in the 
application form. Grants of up to £15,000 will be awarded to successful appli-
cants in this category. 

The new low-carbon technology grants. 
The other half of the funding being made available over the next four years will also 

be available for non-profit organisations to apply for grants to go towards the 
purchase of new Low-Carbon Technology. For example, a successful grant appli-
cation could result in a social housing scheme or community centre being award-
ed funding to contribute to the cost of EV chargers, solar panels, battery storage 
or backup, low carbon heating systems, smart heating controls, or other general 
energy efficiency measures. Grants of up to £20,000 will be awarded to success-
ful applicants in this category. 

Note: SSEN is aware there are often lengthy lead times associated with community 
project preparations, as well as getting approval to connect some low carbon 
technologies. In light of this, SSEN is advising applicants to consider projects 
that have already been approved to apply in the current round, as the timescales 
for awarding and spending funds may be more likely to align. Those who are un-
certain of their timescales can contact colin.mcmillan@sse.com to discuss this in 
more detail. 

The deadline for applications to both categories is 5pm on Saturday 31st August 2024, 
and applicants are asked to consider the criteria in the fund guidelines. The application 
documents can be downloaded on our website www.ssen.co.uk/pcnz. This gives full de-
tails of what can be supported by the fund as well as guidance on which projects will be 
prioritised. 
The PCNZ Fund Panel, will review applications and determine which projects should re-
ceive funding, with the successful applications announced in late October. 
More information can be found on the SSEN web-site. 
CMC 
17 July 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:colin.mcmillan@sse.com
http://www.ssen.co.uk/pcnz
https://www.ssen.co.uk/news-views/2024/SSEN-opens-applications-for-new-3m-community-fund/


 

Page 14 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 229—July 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 15 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 229—July 2024 

STRONSAY MEN’S SHED 

 The Stronsay Men’s Shed have their own Facebook page up and running now, if you 

would like to contact them direct please do pm them.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680
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MOBILE LIBRARY VAN VISITS 2024 

15 July, 9 September, 4 November  

For further information go to web page https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library, 

send an email to library@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 01856 873166.  

Stronsay Stitchers - Thursday 29
th

 August 

7.00pm-9.00-pm, Church Hall, £2.00/person 

We are an informal group meeting monthly doing our own stitchy things. You can bring 

any project you’re working on such as crochet, needlework, knitting etc. Everyone wel-

come. 

 

 

Christmas Craft Fair Saturday 23rd November 

For more information or to book a table please contact Simone on 616 281  

or PM Facebook. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Mobile-Calendar-2024-A4.pdf
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library
mailto:library@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20van%20-%20Stronsay
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STRONSAY CHESS CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meets from 12 to 2pm every Friday in the Fishmart Café 

Chess sets provided 

STRONSAY SWRI - CENTENARY YEAR! 

 Stronsay SWRI will be celebrating their 100 year anniversary on Saturday 7th Sep-

tember 2024. We will be having a buffet meal in the community centre for all present and 

past members. If anyone has any old photos/ memorabilia that they’d be happy to share, 

please contact Sheena Cooper as soon as possible, we’d hopefully have a slideshow on 

the tv of old photos. Also, any stories or memories that you have would be appreciated, 

thank you! 

 Can we please have names for the meal by the end of July and payment to Elsie by 

the end of August. Please let us know of any dietary requirements 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Records of a Bygone Age 

Stronsay Schools Part 9 –  

War and peace, long service and new beginnings 

 

 We left the school in last month’s article just as war had broken out, with the school 

and the island in a state of apprehension regarding the future.   

 It was noted in the log dated 25th September 1939 that the Secondary Departments 

of all country schools were to be closed until Monday 9th October to allow pupils to 

help with the harvest at home or on neighbouring farms. 

 Then, at the end of October, it was intimated that from 1st November to 1st Febru-

ary the school would open at 9.45 am and close at 2.45 pm. This was to help make maxi-

mum use of daylight and ensure that all the pupils could go to school and return home 

while there was still adequate light for their journey. 

 With war in  the forefront of everyone’s minds, there was an alarming moment  at 

1.30 pm on 14th November 1939 when an air raid warning was sounded and, as most of 

the pupils hadn’t yet been supplied with their gas masks, school was dismissed and the 

children sent home. Fortunately this was a false alarm. 

 There was an outbreak of German Measles in March 1940 affecting many of the 

pupils and also some of the teachers. It was to be 15th June before the last pupil to con-

tract the virus was back in class and the epidemic over. 

 In December 1941 note was made that the children were practising games and 

dancing in preparation for the SWRI’s annual children's party. This same month saw 

some atrocious weather, described by Mr Drever as ‘hurricane force winds, heavy rain, 

sleety showers, blizzards, flying storms, spindrift all over the sea and large snowdrifts.’ 

  Teacher James Sinclair joined the Royal Air Force in April 1941, with the teaching 

of his classes being shared between Mrs Wilson and the headmaster. 

 The school closed for 4 weeks holidays in the summer and then a further 4 weeks 

from 13th September until 12th October for the harvest. 

 On 20th November 1941 53 pupils were sent to Dr Pyle to be inoculated against 

diphtheria, with a second inoculation given 2 weeks later. This, Mr Drever recorded, was 

a war time measure although in actual fact it appears to have been the first of the mass 

vaccination programme against the disease. 

 A police officer visited the school in March 1942, noted in the log as ‘'re insulators 

etc.’ This visit may well have been instigated by some of the pupils being involved in 

breaking the porcelain insulators carrying the phone wires on the telegraph poles, no 

doubt quite a tempting target for young boys with stones.  

 To help the war effort that spring a collection of waste paper was made and sent to 

Kirkwall. Then, on 28th May 1942 Miss Barnett from the Ministry of Food visited the 

school to issue the new food and clothing ration books to each pupil. 

 Ralph Fotheringhame of Boondatoon, who had been chair of the School Manage-

ment Committee, a member of the County Council, a JP and had been involved in educa-

tion in the island for more than 50 years, died in December 1942. His funeral was held 

on 7th December and, as a mark of respect, the headmaster and 9 of the older pupils at-

tended on behalf of the school. 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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 There was another bad flu epidemic in March and April 1943, laying low teachers 

and pupils alike, quickly followed by an outbreak of German Measles and then whoop-

ing cough.  

 When school reopened in August 1943 it was recorded that the school roll stood at 

61 and that  Mrs Wilson had been transferred to another school, with probationer Miss 

Margaret Hay taking over her role. By October Miss Hay had been transferred to Sand-

wick and Mrs Wilson reinstated!  

 Whooping cough and chicken pox was still affecting attendance levels in October 

and then, on 1st November, the school was closed for 2 weeks due to an outbreak of 

Scarlet Fever. It seems that resistance to bugs and viruses must have been very low at the 

time, although at least the epidemics would have built up the natural resistance to rein-

fection for many of the pupils. 

 In May 1944 Mr McDougall from Kirkwall came out to the school and, in the 

morning, spoke to the pupils as part of the ‘Salute the Soldiers week’, aimed at raising 

funds for field hospitals and military equipment. He then gave the children a cinema 

show in the Public Hall in the afternoon. 

 Miss Gorie was absent from October to Christmas to look after her father, who was 

seriously ill, with Mrs Helen Groat (nee Inkster) of Lower Millfield deputising for her. 

 An outbreak of mumps affected the island early in 1945, with nearly every pupil 

who hadn't previously been affected succumbing this time round. With this epidemic on-

ly recently past, the school was shut for 2 weeks in April due to an outbreak of measles. 

 On a much happier note, the school was shut on 8th and 9th May 1945  as Victory 

in Europe Days and again on 15th and 16th August as Victory over Japan Days, celebra-

tions that would have been greeted with delight and relief by young and old alike. The 

celebration of the end of the war wasn’t yet complete as the following year, as part of the 

nationwide Victory Celebrations held on 8th June 1946, each pupil was given a shilling, 

gifted by the Education Department as ‘sports money’ for Victory day. 

  

 

(continued on next page) 
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This is a school photograph of the pupils in Mr Drever’s class from around that time 

(1945/46) 

Back row - Jim Grieve, David Shearer, Douglas Cooper, Erlend Wilson  and Tom Stout. 

2nd row -  John Drever, Erlend Stout, Daveen Williamson, Caroline Fiddler, Agnes Dal-

ziel, Isobel Fotheringhame, Barbara Chalmers, Margaret Shearer and Margaret Scott. 

3rd row - Billy Miller, Donny Cooper, Patricia Cooper, Catherine Sinclair, Elizabeth Ste-

venson and Megan Fotheringhame. 

Front row - Peter Smith, Jack Chalmers, John Grieve, Jimmy Stevenson, Billy Stout and 

Francis Williamson. 

 In September 1946 Miss Patricia Chalmers of Comely Bank, who was a student at 

Edinburgh Provincial College, taught at the Central School for 3 weeks as part of her 

teacher training. She was to be another local lass who was destined to become a long 

serving and respected member of the school staff. 

 Magnus Dennison from Ellerslie was appointed as school janitor in May 1947 at a 

salary of £75 per year. He took over the post from J Price Sinclair who had been holding 

the fort since Brenda Moodie had given up the post some time previously. 

 On 7th October 1947 four pupils from the Rothiesholm school started at the central 

school, driven there by Sydney Swanney of James Swanney (motor hirers). The four 

were Irene Miller from Millgrip, Jean and Hugh Stevenson from the Bu and Emma 

Peace from Brigend. This was occasioned by their teacher Miss Mary D Drever going 

off to Edinburgh to live and work, with the local Education Authority taking the oppor-

tunity not to replace her but to close the Rothiesholm School instead.  These four addi-

tions took the Central School  roll up to 76. 

(continued on next page) 
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 A public holiday for another happy occasion took place on 20th November 1947 

with the wedding of Princess Elizabeth, the elder daughter of King George 

VI and Queen Elizabeth, to Philip Mountbatten, who was given the title ‘Duke of Edin-

burgh’ that same day. Another festive holiday was given on 26th April the following year 

to celebrate the Silver Wedding Anniversary of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.  

 John Shearer took over from Mr Marwick as Orkney’s Director of Education in De-

cember 1946.  He visited the school in December 1947 and Mr Drever recorded that he 

kept pupil Douglas Cooper back ‘to talk to him about his behaviour.’ We would be led to 

the assumption here that this behaviour may have been less than exemplary! 

 Mrs Jessie Wilson’s last day at the Central was 30th January 1948, moving to 

Clochan School in Moray to take up a post there. Mrs Peggy Swanney (nee Firth) took 

over her role as teacher of P4 and P5 soon after. In November of that same year local 

joiner James Mitchell from Ocean View was appointed as a part-time teacher of wood-

work. 

 In April 1950 Mrs Swanney was absent and her class was taken by Miss Muriel 

Drever from Westray, a 5th year student from Kirkwall, who was on holiday in Stronsay 

  In February 1951 the headmaster was off ill and newly ordained island minister 

Rev Philip Fox took his classes, something Rev Fox was called on to do voluntarily a 

number of times over the years. 

 In August 1951 Miss Gorie retired from the school, with Mrs Pat Sinclair taking 

over from her. High tribute was paid to Miss Gorie by staff, pupils and the wider com-

munity in celebration of her service of over 40 years as teacher in the school. The roll at 

this time had crept up a little, to stand at 85. 

 Mr Drever’s log entry of 15th January 1952 records a hurricane that morning, at its 

height from 4.00 am until 7.00 am and reaching speeds in excess of 120 miles per hour, 

causing great damage all over Orkney. Part of the roof of the school was torn off by the 

wind and the school was shut that day and until further notice. With devastation all over 

the island to be dealt with, it wasn't until 4th February that workmen were able to com-

plete repairs to the roof and enable the school to be reopened. 

 In April that year the Education Committee sent retired Post Office worker Robert 

Wilson out to the school to teach singing. He was in Stronsay for a fortnight, giving les-

sons at both the South, where Mrs Fiddler was now teaching, and Central School, and it 

appears that his teaching was very much appreciated by those attending. 

 The North Isles inter-island sports day was held on 7th June 1952, with the event 

being held in Eday and the school being shut for the day. This annual event, the only day 

of the year where North Isles residents were able to meet together and return home the 

same day, was set to become a permanent fixture in both school and island calendars. 

 The annual school sports and picnic was held in the Hunton field north of the 

school on 1st July 1953 with 67 pupils present, together with 16 pre-school children. It 

was noted that the scholars were all given ‘a poke of good things with a bottle of lemon-

ade.’  

 

(continued on next page) 
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 When the school reopened on 27th August 1955 it was stated in the log that school 

hours were to be 9.30 am until 4.00 pm each day, with a lunch break from 1.00 until 

2.00pm. School was to be dismissed at 3.30 pm during the winter months, with only a 

half hour break for lunch. 

 It was also noted that at that time Mrs Maxwell was teaching 26 primary pupils in 

classes 1, 2, 3 and 4 with Mrs Groat in charge of 25 pupils in primary 5, 6 and 7. With a 

further 15 pupils in Secondary under the charge of Mr Drever this gave a total roll of 66.  

 Moving on to 1956, the school was closed on 31st May for the annual trip day to 

Kirkwall, organised jointly by the SWRI and the South End Men’s Club.  It was closed 

again on 5th June for  the North Isles Sports in Westray, with 50 Stronsay folk making 

the day trip up to Westray. 

 The end of an era was recorded at the school on 6th July with the retirement of 65 

year old headmaster John Drever who had been in post for 35 years. Local councillor 

William Work from Holland spoke in appreciative terms of the headmaster's long and 

dedicated service to the school, the pupils and the island following which  Rev Fox 

spoke of Mr Drever’s service to the Church as Session Clerk, Organist and Sunday 

School Superintendent.  

 Miss Mary Gorie, herself a recently retired teacher and island stalwart, then spoke 

appreciatively of Mr Drever as a teacher and colleague for so many years before present-

ing him with a handsome gold watch from the people of the island. Former pupil Miss 

Emma Peace of Brigend, who was the current dux of Kirkwall Grammar School, then 

presented Mrs Drever with a beautiful Stafford China tea set. 

 In what was to be another long association with the school and the island, Mr Wal-

ter Forrest was appointed as the new school headmaster and took up his duties on 3rd 

September 1956. The staff at that time was Elma Maxwell, teaching 32 Primary 1, 2 and 

3 pupils, with Helen (Nell) Groat in charge of the 22 pupils in Primary 4 – 7 and Walter 

Forrest instructing the 21 Secondary pupils. On Tuesday and Thursday afternoon the 

Secondary girls were instructed in cookery by Mrs Forrest while the boys were taught 

woodwork by David Fotheringhame. 

 The log entry for 11th March 1957 noted a welcome new service for school pupils 

and staff with the introduction of hot meals at lunch time, something which had first 

been strongly recommended by His Majesty’s Inspectorate some 40 years before. The 

record stated that ‘Pending the erection of a dining centre, a modified arrangement for 

school meals was inaugurated today, under the supervision of Miss Firth, County Meals 

Organiser. The scholars are to receive a one course hot meal at the luncheon interval. 

Miss Elizabeth Stevenson has been appointed cook and, together with her assistant, Mrs 

Work, commenced duties today.’  Both these ladies were to become something of an 

institution at the school, with May Work in the school kitchen until she retired in the mid 

1970s and Liz Stevenson serving as a highly regarded cook until her own retirement 37 

years and around half a million school lunches later! 

 

 

(continued on next page) 
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 Less than two weeks later another new service, probably as essential to pupils but 

certainly less popular, saw the introduction of the School Dental Service. This first rec-

orded visit of a dentist specifically for scholars was noted on 22nd March 1957, with Mr 

James Clunas examining and treating scholars from that date until the 28th of the month. 

This first visit and a number of subsequent annual visits made use of a room in the 

school for examination and treatment but after a few years a dedicated caravan was fitted 

up for the purpose and Mr Clunas and his caravan appearing at the school became an an-

nual event. 

 Heavy snowfalls in the early part of 1958 again caused disruption to the school and 

the wider community, with roads recorded as being blocked from the 20th to the 30th Jan-

uary and again from the 6th until the 14th of February. The snowfall wasn’t yet over, with 

heavy snowfalls and the roads blocked once more from the 1st until the 14th of March. A 

whooping cough epidemic hit the island around the same time, with the last cases being 

recorded at the end of April. 

 

 
This is a photo of the Central School as it would have looked for much of the first half of 

the 20th century. I’m grateful to Raymond Dennison for his sketch, shown below, of the 

layout of the school at  that time. 

 
(continued on next page) 
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 With a major refurbishment and extension taking place at the school that same year, 

Mrs Maxwell’s lower primary classes were being taught in the Public Hall while the 

building works were carried out. With snow and frosty conditions hampering progress 

on this project this interim measure was to last for quite some time. 

 Another landmark for education on Stronsay was reached on 1st September 1958. 

This marked the start of a new term and a new academic year in what was to all intents 

and purposes a new school with large, light and airy classrooms, dedicated spaces for 

domestic subjects and woodwork and metalwork. There was also a new kitchen and 

large dining room which also doubled up as a drill hall, assembly room and, with a stage 

on one end, also served as a concert hall. This was to be the start of a new era for the 

Stronsay Central School, its pupils and its teachers and so, although much of its more 

recent history is yet to tell, this seems an appropriate place to bring this account of the  

history of education in Stronsay and the Central School to an end. 

 

 

 

 
And finally – the school as it is today, with the school of yesteryear outlined in red. 

 

Ian Cooper 

July 2024 
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

DONNA BLYTH EDUCATION SERVICES 

Donna Blyth BA Hons, MEd, PGCE, SQH, CPT3A, CELTA  

Email: donnablyth@outlook.com  

Tel: 01857 616242 / 07852 805780  

  

Tuition in English Language, English Literature, EAL and Literacy for learners of all 

abilities from age 5 - adult  

£25.00 per hour for 1:1 tuition  

£45.00 per hour for groups of 2 or more depending on requirements (max 4)  

  

Tuition in clarinet performance and music theory up to grade 5  

£15 per 30min lesson for 1:1 tuition  

  

Assessment for Applications for Examination Access Arrangements  

Assessments and reports for EHCP and Coordinated Support Plan applications  

Please contact me for details and prices  

  

I am GTCS, DBS and PVG Scheme registered.  

I have valid, current Safeguarding and Prevent certification  

References available if required  

 All enquiries and services provided are treated in confidence as far as possible and ac-

cording to KCSIE legislation 2023  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
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PROPERTY FOR SALE 
Dunera, Lower Whitehall Road, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

A detached bungalow (period 1920-60s) with garden and parking space. 

Comprising huge sitting room sea facing, kitchen/diner, 4 bedrooms, shower room & hall 

(167 sq. metres) plus 4 sq. metre porch.  

Habitable but needs upgrading or project development. 

Oil fired central heating with multi fuel stove in living room.  

Water, phone connected.  

SEPA for up to 6 residents. 

Council Tax C. 

Primary energy indicator 288 kWh. 

£5736 over 3 years. Energy Efficiency Band E (44) – Scottish average is Band D - 60 

Environmental Band F (37) – Scottish average band D - 59 

Interest invited. Not currently with external agent. 

Viewing by advanced appointment only. Flexible entry date. 

Offers invited above £130k. Finance options from seller. 

Leo Martini-Brown 

lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk 

VAN AVAILABLE FOR CHARITY WORK 

 The Pomona Prefect logo peedie red van is available for charity work on the island if 

anyone needs a man and a van and wants to help the island reach the target. Saturdays ser-

vice and cost for this is suggested as £10 per hour min donation for half hour units. All to 

the Stronsay Defib fund. No live animals, persons transported or dirty, sloppy stuff car-

ried. Limited load and not a taxi service. This is a temporary thing to raise money and not 

a challenge to any services on the island. Call Mick for all taxi work and Sinclair Haulage 

for freight! 

 Also, if anyone needs their car karcher jet washed and vaccuming and then can do at 

Ellerslie as you pass for a donation to same Defib Fund. Cost is £10 per basic body wash 

and wheels rinsed and boot/inside vacced. Limited to cars. No monster trucks, panel vans, 

lorries or camper vans sorry. 

 This charity service will be hopefully available until there are enough defib ma-

chines in position with the people trained to cover us all 24/7. Availability is limited to 

Saturdays. 

 Any questions and to book give me a call.  

 Nicandro J. Porcelli, Ellerslie. Telephone or text to - 07732 276046 

FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

RECYCLED CARDBOARD LOGS 

 The recycling centre has plenty of recycled cardboard logs. They are a bargain at on-

ly £7.00 for 30 logs. Available at the recycling centre or call Viv on 207.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet%20-%20Sale%20of%20Dunera
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 Why not hire the Stronsay Community hall? We have a kitchen and fully licensed 

bar, with two large halls and a small meeting room; perfect for wed-

dings, parties, games, meetings and much more! 

• Disco equipment 

• Table tennis 

• Badminton 

• Air hockey  

• Pool Table 

 For more information & bookings contact Anne-Maree Carter email 

annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

 

Rooms for hire from only £2 per hour plus hydro charge.  

Adult supervision (over 18) must be present during hire.  

Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/hallcommittee 

SWIMMING POOL - OPENING TIMES 

Charges - Adults £3, Children £1.50, Private Hires £15.  

To book a private hire phone Elsie on 616238. 

Monday Adult lane  6:30-7:10:00 Public session  7:10– 7:50 

Thursday Private hire  6:30-7:10 Public session  7:10-7:50 

Saturday Private hire  2:00-2:40 Public session  2:40-3:20 

OVERSEERS WANTED ! 

 Always looking for reliable overseers for the swimming pool, please! Previous vol-

unteers welcome. Involves taking payment, handing out bands, helping with evacuation 

procedures etc. Contact Mairi Dennison via Facebook messenger or tel 616331. We po-

litely request that parents/guardians whose children use the pool regularly take a turn at 

overseeing, in particular.  

EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE 

 Located at Wood's Yard we have a cabin full of great pieces of equipment including 

E-bikes, kayaks, wetsuits, beach games, sports equipment, accessibility aids and more. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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OUR LADY’S CHAPEL, PIERHEAD 

OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES 

Our Lady's Chapel on the pier is open for public Masses  

with the permission of the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

Mass times are as follows:- 

Sunday & holidays: 11am. Tuesday: 8.00am. All other days: 11.20am 

STRONSAY ON YOUTUBE 

• Bicycle tour of Stronsay in August 2022 (poor audio quality) 

• 59º North 

• Links House, Stronsay: Finding the Mesolithic in Orkney 

• Stronsay, Orkney 

• The mystery of the Stronsay Monster 

• Orkney—living and working 

• 1930’s stone crushing machine in action on Stronsay 

• Stronsay harbour (taken from inside the harbour) 

• Five reasons to visit Stronsay 

GOLGOTHA MONASTERY, PAPA STRONSAY 

DAILY STREAMING BROADCAST 

There is a daily streaming broadcast from Golgotha Monastery, Papa Stronsay. 

http://www.youtube.com/c/TransalpineRedemptorists 

The broadcast runs from 4pm – 5:30pm. Hours shown are approximate. 

4pm - 4:30pm  Short talk by one of the priests. 

4:30pm - 5pm  Recitation of the Rosary. 

5pm - 5:15pm  Saint Patrick’s Breastplate & prayer to Saint Michael. 

5:15pm - 5:30pm Devotions & prayers of the day led by one of the brothers. 

STRONSAY KIRK 

Weekly service at 11am. 
Minister—Rev David Locke, phone 616284. 

Stronsay kirk’s website: 
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

HANDY EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

Ebenezer Stores stronsaystores@gmail.com 

Olivebank m.williamson1@btconnect.com 

Fishmart café fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com 

For telephone numbers see the back page of this edition. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/KOv6jBTgPTQ
https://www.youtube.com/@59DegreesNorthOrkney
https://youtu.be/JzaDVHnHnIs
https://youtu.be/yAZ5wKppxJY
https://youtu.be/rrVaEL4zfQg
https://youtu.be/ekYtsSubUJ4
https://youtu.be/rOKGUKe-g-4
https://youtu.be/ZCpm4aqKOxQ
https://youtu.be/uaNczikC_vw
http://www.youtube.com/c/TransalpineRedemptorists
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaystores@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:m.williamson1@btconnect.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 
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The Old Manse Bed and Breakfast 

Logie Easter, Kildary 

IV18 0NZ 

 The Old Manse is a listed building dating back to the 1780s set in a large wood-

land garden just off the A9 and commanding far reaching views of the surrounding 

countryside. 

 We are ideally located for those travelling to and from Orkney. The ferry termi-

nals of Gills Bay (Pentland Ferries) and Scrabster (North Link Ferries) are no more 

that 2.5 hours drive with John O’Groats just 2 hours away.  

Ensuite Double and twin rooms  

Tel 01862 842357 Email oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com 

Web www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

REDHOUSE PLANTS MARKET GARDEN 

Seasonal vegetables available daily. Bedding, perennial and vegetable plants. 

Local honey in season according to availability. 

Open 09.00-17.00 Mon-Sat. 

Redhouse, Lower Whitehall, Stronsay. Tel: (01857) 616 377 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com?subject=Limpet
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Traditionally hand-crafted in Stronsay—soaps, solid shampoo bars, conditioner bars and 

balms. Hand-spun and hand-dyed yarns from Orkney fleeces, woven throws, wall-

hangings and more. 

Orkney Star Island Soap, Isles View, Stronsay, Orkney, KW17 2AG. 

Tel: (+44) 01857 616 281 

 Email: info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Web: http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap
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COMMUNITY BUS 

We have now extended the days and service of the bus. 
You can now book the bus between 9:00 and 3:00 Monday-Friday and we can arrange to 

drop/collect at the plane or ferry on request. 
 

Call Mick 616 376 
 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

See Stronsay Markets on YouTube https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
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“NEIL’S ON WHEELS” 

• All mechanical work undertaken. 

• Tyres 

• ECU/ABS/airbag diagnostic testing 

• Welding specialist 

• MOT prep work 

• Home start 

• Towing service 

MOBILE: 07723 304 260 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

STRONSAY HOTEL & PUB 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

As from 25 March 2024, the following have been confirmed as members of Stronsay 

Community Council:- 

 

Dominic BLYTH    St. Catherines, Stronsay, KW17 2AN 

       tel: 616242 

       email: saniman@live.co.uk 

 

Shane HOURSTON   Housebay Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AJ 

       tel: 07593965600  

       email: s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk 

 

David LOCKE     Church of Scotland Manse, Stronsay, KW17 2AF 

       tel: 07776448301   

       email: dlocke@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Leonardo MARTINI-BROWN Brynley Cottage, 12 Whitehall, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

       email: lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk 

 

James SEATON    Thorfinn, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

       tel: 07470111871 

       email: safehandsno_1@hotmail.com 

 

Damian STOUT    Linksness, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Vice Chair     tel: 616258 

       email: damienstout@btinternet.com 

 

Shirley WHITEMAN   St. John’s Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Chair      tel: 616438 

       email: shirleywhiteman@icloud.com 

 

 

The role of a Community Councillor is to ensure that they work for the best interests of 

the whole community and remain representative of, and accountable to, the represented 

community. 

 

If you have a community related issue that you wish to bring to the attention of the Com-

munity Council, please contact any of the above members, or the Clerk, tel: 616446 

email: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 

  

CMc 

25 March 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:STRONSAY%20COMMUNITY%20COUNCIL?subject=SCC
mailto:s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dlocke@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:safehandsno_1@hotmail.com?subject=SCC
mailto:damienstout@btinternet.com?subject=SCC
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

Post Office opening hours . . . . Monday to Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm. Sunday closed all day 
Post collection times . . . . . . . Ebenezer post box 7:30am, Monday to Saturday 
Bank (RBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday 9:30am to 3pm (closed 12-1 lunch), phone 616262 
OIC Special collection. . . . . .  Week Commencing Monday 05 August 2024 
Island Link Officer.. . . . . . . . Fishmart office 10 to 12 on Tue, Thu & Sat. Phone 616475 
SDT Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wood’s Yard 10am - 11am Mon-Fri. Phone 616410 
Sunday service at the Kirk .. . Weekly service at 11am 
Our Lady’s Chapel, pier head Mass: Sun & holidays 11am, Tue 8am, other days 11.20am 
Next mobile library van visit .  https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib 
Weekly rubbish collection .. . . Tuesday (bags out by 8am but not on the night before!) 
Recycling skips nearly full? . .  Send email to recycling@orkney.gov.uk  

Forward scam emails to . . . . .  report@phishing.gov.uk 
Stronsay’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488 

Airy Fairy . . . . . . . . . . .  616231 
Bank (Thursday only) . .  616262 
Community council . . . . 616446 
Companions Club . . . . . . 616352 
Craftship Enterprise . . . . 0778 511 1126 
Doctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Ebenezer Stores . . . . . . . 616339 
Ebenezer Oil Heating . . . 616207 
    or 07500 682 867 
Fish Mart . . . . . . . . . . . .  616401 
Golgotha monastery. . . . 616210 

or contact@the-sons.org 
Hall bookings . . . . . . . . 616263 

or annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 
Highland Fuels . . . . . . . .  01856 873766  
Island Link Officer . . . . . 616475 
Kirk secretary . . . . . . . . .  616238 
Limpet editor . . . . . . . . .  616297 
Medical emergency . . . . 616321 
Neil’s on Wheels . . . . . . 07723 304 260 
Manse . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  616284 
Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Olivebank . . . . . . . . . . . . 616255 
OIC out of hours . . . . . . . 01856 873535 
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . 616499 
Red House Plants . . . . . . 616377 
Registrar . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616239 
Scottish Fuels . . . . . . . . . 01856 873105 
SDT office . . . . . . . . . .  616410 

Silver Darlings . . . . . . . .  616412 
Sinclair Haulage . . . . . . . 600404 
Star Island Soap . . . . . . .  616281 
Stranded seals, etc . . . . . 616207/206/498 
Stronsay Band . . . . . . . . . 616335 
Stronsay Pub & Hotel . . . 616407 
Stronsay school . . . . . . . . 616246 
Stronsay taxi, school  . . . . 616376 or 
 transport, mechanic  07508 884 024 
 diagnostics & repairs 
 
Balfour hospital (24/7). . . 01856 888000 
Water problems (24/7) . .  0800 0778 778 
Electricity  
 general enquiries 0800 048 3516 

(lines open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm) 
 problems (24/7) . . . 0800 300 999 
 power cut (24/7). . . 105 
Police (non urgent) (24/7)101 
Kirkwall Library . . . . . . 01856 873166 
Dentists: 
 Daisybank Clinic . .  01856 870547
 Deyanov Dental . . . 01856 877118 
 Com Dental Service 01856 888258 
 Orkney Dental . . . . 01856 872030 
Vets: 
 Flett & Carmichael . 01856 872859 
 Northvet . . . . . . . . . 01856 873403 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, KW17 2AR”. 

EMERGENCY! POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE or COASTGUARD - dial 999 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/R/your-household-collection-service-isles.htm
mailto:recycling@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Stronsay%20recycling%20skips
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk?subject=Phishing%20report
https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488
mailto:contact@the-sons.org?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Community%20hall
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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