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STRONSAY LIMPET 

FUNDED BY STRONSAY DEVELOPMENT TRUST 

ISSUE 122 - August 2015 
Published on the last Thursday of the month 

 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Thu 24 Sep. Items for inclusion in 
that edition should be submitted by 7pm on Sun 20 Sep. Contact details on back page 

STRONSAY POST OFFICE 

OPENING HOURS from 31 August 2015 

Monday 8.30am-1pm  

Tuesday 2pm-6pm 

Wednesday 8.30am-1pm 

Thursday 8.30am-1pm 

Friday Closed 

Saturday 9am-1pm 

STRONSAY FRIDAY NIGHT GAMES CLUB 

 Barbara Deavin (teacher at Stronsay school) is hoping to reinstate the Friday night 

games club at the Community Centre. She needs some trusty volunteers to help her for 

approximately two hours on a Friday evening. If, for instance, ten people volunteered 

they would only need to do a "duty" once every ten weeks. If you're interested please ring 

Barbara on 305. 

STRONSAY POST OFFICE 
Monday 7 September CLOSED  

Tuesday 8 September 8.30am-1pm, 2pm-6pm 

COMMUNITY FUND UPDATE 
 

During July and August the following grants were awarded: 

6 Educational Bursaries of Ã1,000 apiece 

2 Skills Training Bursaries of Ã850 and Ã345 apiece 

2-day Sheep shearing Course for 9 residents of Stronsay, Ã1,770 

Concert with Ivan Drever, Ã423.30 

Total: Ã 9388.30 
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DRIVING LESSONS 

AND MORE... 

 Stronsay Development Trust are happy to announce that all Stronsay residents will 

be able to receive funding for up to 10 driving lessons with a qualified instructor and the 

test fees (practical and theoretical test). For the time being we will limit the funding to the 

end of this calendar year (which means the first lesson should not be later than December 

30th 2015) for budget planning purposes but we hope that it can be extended into future 

years. 

 Hopefully this should contribute to a better mobility in general, make it easier to 

reach workplaces and also improve the safety on our roads. 

 This funding is available not only to young drivers living on Stronsay but to every 

Stronsay resident who does not yet have a full licence. 

 SCF bursary application forms can be downloaded from the Trust's website 

(documents -> stronsay community fund -> scf bursary application form pdf) or if you 

have no access to a computer you can obtain a printed application form (telephone Carole 

616250 or Susanne 616498). 

 If you need any help with the forms or have any additional questions please don't 

hesitate to ask. 

 The Trust would also welcome applications from farmers who are required by law to 

obtain a "certificate of competence" for spraying agro-chemicals. 

 There are many other useful skills and training courses where the Trust could help 

you obtaining a qualification or other needed experience and knowledge! Whether it's 

food and hygiene related or you need a Scottish Certificate for Licensed Premises Staff, 

First-Aid and CPR qualifications, a butchering course, computing made easy... just to 

mention a few which come to mind. Since so far there have not been any such applica-

tions a general funding decision has not yet been made and therefore it might sometimes 

be necessary to decide case-by-case but this shouldn't stop you from expressing your in-

terest! 

 Susanne Davidson, Secretary 
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RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 

 Autumn migration regarding the smaller  ógardenô  birds (generally farmland and 

woodland species) has started with a real bang this year ï the SE winds and rain on 2nd-

3rd bringing a Blythôs Reed Warbler to the Holin Cottage area where it has been seen on 

several dates. This species is a major rarity in the UK although it is very numerous in ar-

eas of Eastern Europe and beyond. The bird arrived in heavy moult which initially ob-

scured some of the plumage details, but as I write (23rd august) it is still present, occa-

sionally giving stunning close views! 

 A good selection of waders have been seen during the last month and a real surprise 

has been the number seen feeding around the two small ponds in the fields  between our-

selves at Castle, and Linkshouse. One morning in mid-August there were 4 Redshank, 

and singles of Ringed Plover, Ruff, and Greenshank. Four days later 3 Black-tailed God-

wit were present. Today we discovered a flock of at least 15 Ruff near the South School. 

 There have been sightings of Peregrine , Merlin, Sparrowhawk, and Kestrel in Au-

gust and an amazing run of sightings of Swifts ï the maximum being 8 on 22nd. Most 

years virtually all of our swift sightings are in July ï as we have often stated in our An-

nual Bird Report!  Swallows have done very well this year after a very cold early sum-

mer but the House Martins did not arrive this year.  The Sand Martin colony on the cliff-

face in Mill Bay has split and expanded this year and at least a couple of pairs nested 

near The Bu. 

 The weather conditions on 18th-19th were just perfect for bringing birds across the 

North sea from Europe ï the biggest arrival for some time, and since when the following 

uncommon migrants have been recorded here around the farms and gardens on 

Stronsay:   singles of Wryneck, Marsh Warbler, Icterine Warbler, two Red-backed 

Shrikes, and a few of the more common species: Wheatears, Whinchats, Redstarts, Gar-

den Warblers, Spotted Flycatcher ï and at least a dozen each of Willow Warbler and 

Pied Flycatcher. A Cuckoo was seen near Scoulters on a few occasions and a single Lit-

tle Stint has been seen on and off at the Matpow Loch. 

 John Holloway. 

 PS     The Blythôs Reed Warbler is still in the Linksquoy area as I write (24th Au-

gust). 

Blythôs Reed Warbler, Linksquoyô 

 

 

(More photographs on next page) 
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óMarsh Warbler, Hescombe driveô 

óIcterine Warbler, Linksquoyô 

óRed-backed Shrike opposite Sunnysideô 

óWryneck ï once again - Linksquoy!ô 
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IVAN DREVER CONCERT 

 On 29th July we were delighted to welcome well-known singer song writer Ivan 

Drever to Stronsay.  Accompanied by his lovely wife Linda they sampled some of the 

best of what Stronsay has to offer, staying at The Storehouse B&B, sampling coffee and 

homemade cakes at the Fish Mart Cafe and fortifying themselves with an evening meal at 

the Stronsay Hotel.  With his inimitable sense of humour and playing tunes spanning his 

30-year long career he regaled a very appreciative audience.  A lovely supper was provid-

ed by Anne-Maree and all  too soon the evening was over.   A few impromptu tunes with 

Ivan, Ingram Shearer and Mike Holland could have run into the wee small hours, but with 

a boat to catch in the morning there was nothing for it but to wend our way home.  A huge 

thank you to Ivan and Linda for the wonderful concert.  Also many thanks to the Stronsay 

Development Trust for sponsoring the event,  the Stronsay Community Association,  Gay-

nor, Mike, Simone and everyone else in Stronsay for their support in making the evening 

such a success. 
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