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STRONSAY LIMPET 

FUNDED BY STRONSAY DEVELOPMENT TRUST 

ISSUE 121 - July 2015 
Published on the last Thursday of the month 

 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Thu 30 Jul. Items for inclusion in that 
edition should be submitted by 7pm on Sun 26 Jul. Contact details on back page 

POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS JUNE - AUGUST 

During the summer, the Post Office will continue to be open 

Monday ï Saturday 8.30 -12 and 3 -6 

There might be occasional half day closures as I donôt have cover at present. 

These closures will be widely advertised in the shops, on the Limpetôs Facebook page 

and on the Limpet website 

STRONSAY FRIDAY NIGHT GAMES CLUB 

 Barbara Deavin (teacher at Stronsay school) is hoping to reinstate the Friday night 

games club at the Community Centre. She needs some trusty volunteers to help her for 

approximately two hours on a Friday evening. If, for instance, ten people volunteered 

they would only need to do a "duty" once every ten weeks. If you're interested please ring 

Barbara on 305. 

STRONSAY SURGERY 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT AT STRONSAY SURGERY 

From 27th July - 24 August there will be a reduction in reception and administrative services. 

We will do everything possible to cover this 

¶ Please continue to phone for prescriptions, appointments or queries between 9 & 12 

Monday - Friday (these calls will be answered by an admin person in Kirkwall) 

¶ The phone will be diverted to Balfour Switchboard outwith 9-12 who will contact 

the GP for urgent issues. 

¶ Please only contact the surgery by telephone during this time and not by email. 

We apologise for any inconvenience during this time and appreciate your support with this. 

Dr Roger Neville-Smith 

Dr Rosalind Fisher 

Shirley Whiteman 

Maxine Piper 

PROPOSALS FOR A 30MW WIND FARM 

ON ROTHIESHOLM HEAD 

 A  printed copy of this proposal will be distributed with the printed copies of the July 

edition of the Limpet. 

 It is also available to read online or download at 

http://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/NorthWindAssocLtdDraftV5.12.6.15.pdf 
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RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 

 The hoped-for influx of Crossbills after the three birds at Osen last month did not 

arrive ï but there is still time, and the warm SE winds predicted for the end of July may 

yet do the trick. 

 As ever there were very few surprises throughout late June and July but a pair of 

Siskins were seen in the hawthorn hedge opposite the Dale Quarry on 3rd July. Other mi-

grants recorded were all waders ï a single Bar-tailed Godwit at Houseby in late June ï 

the same day as a Black-tailed Godwit was seen at the Matpow Loch, and 3 Bar-tails at 

Dale in mid-July. A party of 6  Dunlin has been present on the Matpow Loch for some 

time where the tern colony seems to have failed this year, just a single juvenile having 

been recorded among the 100 or so adults that have been in the area throughout the sum-

mer.  A few Whimbrel have arrived from the North-East ï including three flying in off 

Mill Bay and over Park Cottage on 24th. 

 Bird of the summer has been a female Montaguôs Harrier, which we have seen at 

several sites. It is clearly smaller and ólighter-lookingô than Hen Harrier, with narrower 

wings and a longer and ónarrowerô tail than that species. (It may still be around, one was 

recorded on Mainland Orkney in late Spring). Our last sighting was at Eastbank, where 

the birdôs small size was evident as it perched on a fence-post close to the road. Unfortu-

nately it was being ómobbedô by a Hooded Crow and flew off towards Holland, showing 

the white patch on the rump which was smaller and less obvious than that of Hen Harrier. 

 More waders should arrive during the coming month, and many will be found feed-

ing among the gulls and Starlings in the freshly-cut silage-fields ï the biggest numbers 

being present during and immediately after both cutting and clearing. Among the local 

breeding species (Curlew and Oystercatchers in particular) Golden Plover and both spe-

cies of godwit could be present. This is a great time for viewing these ówadersô as they 

seem almost oblivious to us humans during the feeding frenzy. 

óThis House Sparrow, seen several times at Airy, has an inordinate amount of chestnut-

colouration around the head and óbibô 

 

(another photograph on next page) 
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óRinged Plovers breed in good numbers here in the open ï generally an area of small 

pebbles and sand close to the shore.ô 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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SHEEP SHEARING COURSE ON STRONSAY  

27TH/28TH JUNE 

Luckily we had a taste of summer for our sheep shearing course. Well, perhaps the sheep 

might not have been too excited about this since the poor souls each had to endure a 

"slightly" longer shearing time due to us being absolute novices. But most of them were 

quite cooperative. 

First day we got a theoretical introduction in the morning, enough to make us (me any-

way!) a bit scared whether we would be able to use the machines without the sheep com-

ing to harm. 

Then it was hands on: this is really hard work! And it seems to be an art to know in which 

order you shear the different parts of the sheep.  

After the first day most of us were absolutely exhausted and now I know how many mus-

cles I have because I could feel every one of them.  

On the second day we had spiritual assistance when three monks joined us. Luckily one 

of them (I hope he forgives me that I have forgotten his name) had some experience in 

shearing otherwise we would have never managed to get them all done that day. I must 

admit that I was glad we only had 4 machines so I could give my back some rest the sec-

ond day. 

Although some of us did really well (in particular Andy and Leah) the instructor could 

only award the wool board certificate to one participant, that's him in action: 

We all still have a lot to learn to feel confident although I've seen some pretty impressive 

facebook images of Leah and Andy very successfully shearing their pet sheep at home 

shortly after the course. 

A very big Thank You to the Stronsay Development Trust for funding this course and also 

to Don and Julie who allowed us to practise on their sheep and put up with all of us for 2 

days. 

It was a great experience! 

 

(more photographs on next page) 
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