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The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Thu 26 June.  Items for inclusion in 

that edition should be submitted by 7pm on Sun 22 June.  Contact details on back page 

WRENôS NEST IN THE COMMUNITY GREENHOUSE 

 A few weeks ago Andy Whiteman found a wrenôs nest in the barrel strawberry plant-

er that he has in the community greenhouse and two weeks ago he saw that the nest con-

tained some eggs.  The wren manages to get in and out through a small gap under the lid 

but hides in the greenhouse when there are any people around.  She must not have been 

off the nest for too long because on Sunday 25 May Andy discovered that four of the eggs 

had hatched.  They appear to be doing well and the adult seems to be vigilant in caring for 

them. 
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STRONSAY FISH MART - UPDATE 

 As you may have heard on Radio Orkney and read in óThe Orcadianô, Stronsay 

Community Council has been successful in its application to the Big Lotteryôs óCoastal 

Communities Fundô and has been awarded Ã80,000 for upgrading the Fishmart.  This 

means that, together with funds previously awarded from Orkney Islands Councilôs 

óCommunity Development Fundô, we at last have the funding to upgrade the Fish Mart. 

The main priority is to get the property insulated to a high standard and have a ófit for 

purposeô heating system so that the building can be heated economically.  Plans also in-

clude having en-suite facilities in the bedrooms, upgrading the self-catering kitchen area 

and providing a comfortable lounge area, all more in keeping with what is expected by 

modern day óhostellersô.  The aim here is very much to encourage more visitors to the is-

land and not compete with existing businesses - it was pointed out to us that the Fish 

Mart was in an ideal situation to encourage hostellers as it was only a stoneôs throw from 

the ferry, there was a pub across the street and a shop 50 yards up the road!  The caf® ar-

ea is to be upgraded to be a more comfortable area and the kitchen made a more óuser 

friendlyô facility.  In addition, there is to be an office area formed that will be suitable for 

use when the óEmpowering Communitiesô initiative goes ahead. 

 Due to space limitations, there wonôt be room to display all the items previously on 

show in the museum area and this will probably have to be restricted to small wall dis-

plays and interpretation boards.  With this in mind, many of the artefacts in the museum 

were on loan and if you would now like them returned to you please contact Colin McAl-

pine, the Community Council Clerk, at The Hill.  If you are happy for them to be retained 

for future display then they will be boxed up and put in storage meantime.  The Stronsay 

Development Trust does hope that, if money can be sourced in the future, they will be 

able to facilitate a heritage centre for the island and many of these artefacts would then 

be able go on display once again.  

 The Fish Mart has to be completely emptied next month (June) so that it is ready for 

work to start once a contractor has been appointed.  If you have any dry and reasonably 

secure storage space that you would be willing to make available for storage of some of 

the items out of the Fish Mart then it would be hugely appreciated!  Again, please contact 

Colin McAlpine if you are able to help. 

 Ian Cooper 
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NEEDS OF OLDER PEOPLE IN STRONSAY 

 Earlier this year, as a start to the Trust`s `Housing for the Elderly ' project, Caron 

Jenkins from Age Concern Orkney and and Kasha Jarosz of the Connecting Communities 

Project (Voluntary Action Orkney) were asked by Stronsay Development Trust to look at 

what local people felt were the needs for the older residents in Stronsay. 

 It was arranged that Caron and Kasha would come out to Stronsay for the day on 

29th April and would hold two focus groups, one in the morning with carers, homecare 

staff and health professionals and another in the afternoon with older residents.  Karen 

Stevenson, the Service Manager from Orkney Health and Care also accepted an invitation 

to attend and supported at the focus groups and at the public meeting in the evening. 

 The focus groups were centred on discussion about what is currently available in 

Stronsay and what people think they want/need for future provision.  Both focus groups 

were well-attended and the discussion was wide-ranging. 

 In the evening there was a public meeting at the Community Centre when presenta-

tions were given by Caron and Kasha and Olivia Tait from Crossroads Orkney.  These 

were followed by a session for residents to provide information of everything currently 

available on Stronsay and ideas of what is required for the future by asking them to sit in 

small groups and discuss and stick post-its onto prepared flipcharts on the walls around 

the room ï an exercise which was enjoyed by all over refreshments. 

 The whole event has produced a wealth of information which has been gathered to-

gether by Age Concern into a comprehensive report.  It is intended that the feedback from 

this report will form the basis of a wider community consultation across the island. Cop-

ies of this report will be sent to all who attended the focus groups and open meeting and 

will be made available on line, in the shops and in the post office. 

 Thank you very much to all who attended the focus groups and/or the meeting in the 

evening and provided such excellent feedback. 

 Carole Cotterill 

 Chair, Stronsay Development Trust 
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